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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b0cec37c_afd3_42f7_91f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__758a6d21_4cb0_4bd4_ac1a_4516][bookmark: _PAR__3_0603cec1_149a_493d_8b34_258cfa88][bookmark: _LINE__4_da8eb42c_220d_4422_850d_2421990][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__64a0bb3d_879e_47d1_b8][bookmark: _LINE__5_40332192_7020_4293_b36c_3d3540c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aa2b00c9_e14b_4aaf_a9][bookmark: _LINE__6_2874fb43_04ba_4a73_a07f_02b8779]The Supreme Judicial Court, as heretofore established, consists of a Chief Justice and 6 4 associate justices and such Active Retired Justices as may be appointed and serving on said court, learned in the law and of sobriety of manners.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0fcb5fb0_f890_43a8_a73][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d7550487_b876_483c_afdd_6f2c][bookmark: _PAR__6_a52bf02e_40d0_4276_b676_a6f4e9d0][bookmark: _LINE__10_242304bc_c564_4003_a459_8e8fa2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__08b90cc3_9023_4775_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fc497e4f_aff6_4e2b_ad][bookmark: _LINE__11_6258fba7_ee39_4d75_a258_09cb4c][bookmark: _LINE__12_aa958a68_0a60_40ec_9f6f_87f5b7][bookmark: _LINE__13_82d9cd1b_3976_4e70_b958_381866][bookmark: _LINE__14_88c42c0a_f269_488c_8210_9fe11b][bookmark: _LINE__15_a622649d_aeb1_486b_a6d2_653aa7][bookmark: _LINE__16_bfa02173_32c4_4d54_aff7_51e807][bookmark: _LINE__17_9664423f_b405_4e03_a1fe_d51af9][bookmark: _LINE__18_3913d8d2_8b46_4cdb_8c4f_49d76e][bookmark: _LINE__19_3134db4a_74ac_4907_a7e3_966b84][bookmark: _LINE__20_5b38a869_2d63_45f6_9275_6734fa][bookmark: _LINE__21_f7a83e33_85a2_4619_9219_ffdb9d]The Superior Court, as established, consists of 17 18 justices and such Active Retired Justices as may be appointed and serving on the court, learned in the law and of sobriety of manners.  The Chief Justice of the Superior Court shall assign the Justices of the Superior Court to preside at various locations of the court.  Whenever it becomes necessary, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court may designate a Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court or any Active Retired Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court to hold a term of Superior Court.  The Chief Justice of the Superior Court may, when necessary, assign an Active Retired Justice of the Superior Court to hold a term of Superior Court.  The Chief Justice of the Superior Court may designate any Justice of the Superior Court and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court may designate any Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court to hold one or more sessions of the Superior Court, separate from the session presided over by the justice holding the regular trial term.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_c28caf3f_7077_4fcc_99f5_456c8cf][bookmark: _LINE__40_4623fa17_2a93_4e3c_82cd_d10768][bookmark: _LINE__41_efce31e9_0f14_4838_941b_c28f1e][bookmark: _LINE__42_a21614df_9e7a_4976_9366_bbe672]1.  Each associate justice of the Supreme Judicial Court appointed prior to the effective date of this Act may continue to serve as an associate justice of the Supreme Judicial Court until the expiration of the term to which the associate justice was appointed.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_c1b1ed07_572e_4dcb_b72e_4beaec7][bookmark: _PAR__1_6b621945_4d7a_4453_8841_f61b9697][bookmark: _LINE__1_d201fb87_09c7_43c9_885d_340f84d][bookmark: _LINE__2_c2703c63_dbdb_48d0_946c_f802583][bookmark: _LINE__3_b047f6fd_e649_440a_befb_cd9d0e3][bookmark: _LINE__4_34607a99_cf7d_459c_94db_600b690][bookmark: _LINE__5_ccbbcc05_ed2d_4cb5_879b_22743e4][bookmark: _LINE__6_ac279a69_7efd_4ee0_8805_984ef13][bookmark: _LINE__7_de353e60_5214_4c77_a312_2583a8d][bookmark: _LINE__8_fe8c3e08_c3f9_42a1_8bfe_4edf4fa][bookmark: _LINE__9_2420ada1_bae8_4c53_a8cc_2226a73][bookmark: _LINE__10_bfb9cc9d_ef35_471b_8b70_015afc][bookmark: _LINE__11_a11f1fb4_283c_4b6d_a6da_6d1417]2.  The first time after the effective date of this Act that the term of an associate justice of the Supreme Judicial Court expires or an associate justice’s term ends due to the justice’s death or resignation, the Governor shall, instead of reappointing that associate justice or appointing a new associate justice, appoint a Justice of the Superior Court. When a Justice of the Superior Court is appointed under this subsection, the judicial branch shall transfer at least 2 judicial support positions, which may include a Deputy Marshal position, an Associate Clerk position, a Judicial Administrative Assistant position or a Law Clerk position, from the Supreme Judicial Court to the Superior Court. Prior to the date that a Justice of the Superior Court is appointed by the Governor under this subsection, the Superior Court may not consist of more than 17 justices who are not Active Retired Justices.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_50ce42ce_da0b_40d1_b878_2e360d35][bookmark: _LINE__12_4d4c00b5_9bf9_4b38_8015_781e23][bookmark: _LINE__13_2b651e40_77a3_4c32_a871_c76e13][bookmark: _LINE__14_64397ba1_d61f_496d_9915_012e46][bookmark: _LINE__15_43beaa60_6a3e_4619_8fa4_0d32df][bookmark: _LINE__16_e57ab258_21d4_41a4_b172_53e48b][bookmark: _LINE__17_b68354ed_7cf6_410e_a5b4_882da5][bookmark: _LINE__18_e7a2118e_0270_4881_ad03_cb1004][bookmark: _LINE__19_a3c566f6_52db_4089_bba1_70f7cd][bookmark: _LINE__20_2be6f159_ad78_48cf_b003_7bb248][bookmark: _LINE__21_94ea2785_055f_43f2_9021_b8c230]3. The 2nd time after the effective date of this Act that the term of an associate justice of the Supreme Judicial Court expires or an associate justice’s term ends due to the justice’s death or resignation, the Governor shall, instead of reappointing that associate justice or appointing a new associate justice, appoint a Judge of the District Court.  When a Judge of the District Court is appointed under this subsection, the judicial branch shall transfer at least 2 judicial support positions, which may include a Deputy Marshal position, an Associate Clerk position, a Judicial Administrative Assistant position or a Law Clerk position, from the Supreme Judicial Court to the District Court. Prior to the date that a Judge of the District Court is appointed by the Governor under this subsection, the District Court may not consist of more than 39 judges who are not Active Retired Judges.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_b281f65c_26ce_4f54_bbb3_aa5b44c6][bookmark: _LINE__23_afdcbdff_b33d_447f_90b9_805b4f][bookmark: _LINE__24_42ab00bf_6a54_4d37_876b_10605e][bookmark: _LINE__25_18abafb0_a179_4cdd_9af8_55011b][bookmark: _LINE__26_1c121b1f_ee97_4f25_b30b_7b122d][bookmark: _LINE__27_83255df5_d9fd_411c_8728_c42020][bookmark: _LINE__28_ba522319_dce5_4566_bcf6_01c2cb][bookmark: _LINE__29_654902c9_dd26_41e3_87d5_64282e][bookmark: _LINE__30_f3c38c99_fa3b_49ab_8519_be0633][bookmark: _LINE__31_7dc192ff_f869_46b8_a320_d5d381][bookmark: _LINE__32_133939c9_3dc5_447a_b74f_57db6a]This bill reduces from 6 to 4 the number of associate justices on the Supreme Judicial Court and increases by one both the number of Justices of the Superior Court and the number of Judges of the District Court.  To effectuate a smooth transition, the bill directs the Governor to appoint the new Superior Court Justice when the term of the first associate justice of the Supreme Judicial Court ends after the effective date of this legislation due to the associate justice’s death or resignation or the expiration of the associate justice’s current term. The Governor shall appoint the new District Court Judge when the term of the 2nd associate justice of the Supreme Judicial Court ends after the effective date of this legislation due to the associate justice’s death or resignation or the expiration of the associate justice’s current term.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_4594f0c0_0708_4f57_9f0c_924a6c79][bookmark: _LINE__33_ad6c3b09_813a_4679_ad58_fe2647][bookmark: _LINE__34_0d1e739c_b7e8_4bda_90e9_8a6508][bookmark: _LINE__35_dbe79950_75d7_4e6d_97be_d78cc4][bookmark: _LINE__36_dfcddd88_bf6b_42b2_9ce4_004e50][bookmark: _LINE__37_eaad1484_ce2c_4c37_8ce2_13e35e][bookmark: _LINE__38_dad5c046_6c62_4d9d_a4a4_d38507][bookmark: _LINE__39_b7f17994_5ad2_4e6a_8bd4_e0203f][bookmark: _LINE__40_5a0ae2ea_a431_46ad_a8f1_fd03cb]The bill also provides for the transfer of 2 judicial support positions, which may include Deputy Marshal positions, Assistant Clerk positions, Judicial Administrative Assistant positions or Law Clerk positions, from the Supreme Judicial Court to the Superior Court when the first associate justice of the Supreme Judicial Court’s term of office ends and that justice is replaced by a Superior Court Justice.  The bill similarly provides for the transfer of 2 judicial support positions from the Supreme Judicial Court to the District Court when the 2nd associate justice of the Supreme Judicial Court’s term of office ends and that justice is replaced by a District Court Judge.
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