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An Act to Allow Use of Courthouse Facility Dogs by Criminal Justice Agencies for Criminal Justice Purposes
L.D. 
An Act to Allow Use of Courthouse Facility Dogs by Criminal Justice Agencies for Criminal Justice Purposes
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__77766442_a92e_4301_a4e4_9ae][bookmark: _PAR__15_7c689736_92f5_4226_bf6d_c9a5627][bookmark: _LINE__34_a6e39063_5db4_422f_b37f_6ddbc8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a927f258_a2d4_4f2f_b7ef][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e743471e_92fa_494e_a5c][bookmark: _LINE__35_8d2414ba_4a0a_4c06_a8c2_62cd1c][bookmark: _LINE__36_b9680c7f_f3a8_4493_8c0b_f5342f][bookmark: _LINE__37_082d32e2_bfe3_4b37_8b11_68a696][bookmark: _LINE__38_deb8422e_5a92_4ef3_95ab_a3398b][bookmark: _LINE__39_98daaf3f_2007_496c_a321_100192](1)  Having completed at least 100 hours of individualized training focused on obedience and the skills needed for providing quiet companionship to a vulnerable witness in a legal setting without causing a disruption in a legal proceeding and demonstrating competence in those skills, including having a calm demeanor, being able to work in a highstress environment and being able to sit or lie down beside a witness for a minimum of 90 minutes; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a9d3e5b9_4c39_4cf9_88de][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c0ccdbfc_1092_413f_8fdf_bbe][bookmark: _PAR__7_2a8b1fa0_779f_4384_9597_90293e79][bookmark: _LINE__25_f1bae768_e0c3_432d_8bbb_d09b14][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9485567c_a37a_4c5a_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2a1a7a68_c371_4b7f_923][bookmark: _LINE__26_0606597c_9e00_420c_9525_f69e9f][bookmark: _LINE__27_2e61ab5f_a38b_4bd6_8b16_0dc434][bookmark: _LINE__28_2efdcb96_f904_4c52_bcd9_cfa710][bookmark: _LINE__29_c09a49e4_c005_45ef_91ea_a73b93][bookmark: _LINE__30_a8dd7054_05ff_4c5b_8737_52f0ef][bookmark: _LINE__31_680aa025_50f1_45bf_8bc4_fd4c16][bookmark: _LINE__32_5d047126_29d6_4ea2_9226_b5ea83][bookmark: _LINE__33_2cd98063_5d1a_414d_bd0e_929df8][bookmark: _LINE__34_d8447af3_3d28_48f9_b170_442e89][bookmark: _LINE__35_d3ff161c_4f1f_46c2_8231_b465cf]6.  Access to courtrooms during proceedings.  A courthouse facility dog team may have access to a courtroom during a legal proceeding if authorized by the judicial officer presiding over that proceeding. Either party in a proceeding may request an order from the court to allow a courthouse facility dog to be present with a vulnerable witness, regardless of whether that witness's testimony is in person or by means of 2way closedcircuit television. The presiding judicial officer may issue the requested order if the presiding judicial officer determines that the courthouse facility dog will aid the vulnerable witness in providing testimony and that aid is consistent with the rules of court. The order may include provisions to preserve the fairness of the proceedings, including by imposing restrictions on and instructing the jury regarding the presence of the courthouse facility dog.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_83312253_dbca_4721_b4d2_669609cd][bookmark: _LINE__37_20b4e523_88eb_498f_a0c1_084d24][bookmark: _LINE__38_03a48448_40d1_4701_8dd9_b4821a]This bill provides a system to allow a trained dog to accompany a witness in courtroom appearances and other interactions where criminal justice is administered.
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