130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Create Needed Broadband Infrastructure in Rural Maine through the Establishment of a Satellite-based Broadband Grant Program
L.D. 
An Act To Create Needed Broadband Infrastructure in Rural Maine through the Establishment of a Satellite-based Broadband Grant Program
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__0476030d_a398_4abc_a3a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__f7de3ffd_c737_45b4_b6ac_d1c62][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__53fcaecd_9924_428f_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_372e7f6e_e356_4f14_87b2_d02e19f][bookmark: _PAR__1_b8104d31_4072_4ba1_967e_b4d381d6][bookmark: _LINE__1_3180db03_028a_4107_8711_29e9f22]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__11948fb4_319a_4746_9188][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e4718922_5b58_417f_873b_c2d6][bookmark: _PAR__10_6fe4dcf7_8e32_49a6_b625_ee40fdc][bookmark: _LINE__17_5b7823cd_5021_4f66_ac17_ffc940][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4e70d433_6b1f_42cf_88a][bookmark: _LINE__18_d0fc369a_a02a_4eee_b9a1_86ae82]B.  Any other funds from public or private sources received in support of the purposes for which the fund is established.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4256eadd_0c48_4692_99b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__59632464_8c9e_49f0_8d34_a76][bookmark: _PAR__2_a299a829_954e_4e61_8484_6f1fe82d][bookmark: _LINE__3_d16766e9_cbe9_47af_9259_a478ad3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f870a57d_a427_4410_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dbea2af3_13fd_47fc_9b1][bookmark: _LINE__4_8af0004c_7870_40bf_8d63_01178bb][bookmark: _LINE__5_ff484776_9691_4f47_a08c_6b6d58a][bookmark: _LINE__6_66a57bf3_bcf6_4a21_a7ef_532c3a2]5.  Awarding of grants; additional criteria.  To the extent funds are available and in accordance with this subsection, the commission shall award grants to applicants that have provided the required information under subsection 4 and meet any other eligibility criteria established by the commission.  
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__28862dfc_1598_4370_aec9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8488a945_32ca_49e0_afea_4e92][bookmark: _PAR__5_3a76ce5e_f8d6_4ae4_a496_296f0441][bookmark: _LINE__10_1033dfa6_f294_422d_840b_85b208][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c968367a_dcb3_48f5_901][bookmark: _LINE__11_16ec1a90_88ad_4e6a_94e2_74a82e]C.  The commission shall prioritize the awarding of grants to applicants located in unserved or underserved areas of the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c9df640_a1b5_4d9e_99eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__13dffc3a_4a84_417b_ba15_e6f][bookmark: _PAR__6_a576dac0_e6da_4603_a9bc_afa5cf01][bookmark: _LINE__12_78db0fac_f0f4_4d0b_ad90_db36cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ad67397a_dbe7_42cb_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1131ce9a_77a2_41de_8cf][bookmark: _LINE__13_3f4d9d11_90de_4100_8b77_cfcef1][bookmark: _LINE__14_62fafdc9_be0a_444d_ad79_3e3489][bookmark: _LINE__15_67963214_6a6b_4e75_a486_2cb790][bookmark: _LINE__16_78c967e5_77e7_4f36_bfa1_b90775]6.  Collaboration with ConnectMaine Authority; technical assistance.  At the request of the commission, the authority shall provide to the commission all information and assistance necessary for the administration of this section.  The commission may provide technical assistance to applicants who request assistance with the grant application process under this section.
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