132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish a State Tax Amnesty Program to Increase Revenue Collections
L.D. 
An Act to Establish a State Tax Amnesty Program to Increase Revenue Collections
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__58683a39_9b27_4379_8f68_96c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c400c7f2_b05f_4c5b_9ac][bookmark: _PAR__6_b606e39a_e606_4226_a821_e02694c9][bookmark: _LINE__6_765c6fb6_5b8b_473b_8f44_7ec6d71][bookmark: _LINE__7_82a31b5b_c424_44cd_86ef_10256a6][bookmark: _LINE__8_d257ed84_010c_4e20_abe1_7a7713a][bookmark: _LINE__9_f1542b32_77c1_4e93_9732_8097353][bookmark: _LINE__10_a9e0f39c_1722_4fde_86a0_28c406][bookmark: _LINE__11_a2114ef9_55de_4003_b054_62ed9e]There is established the 2025 Maine Tax Amnesty Program, referred to in this chapter as "the tax amnesty program."  The tax amnesty program is intended to encourage delinquent taxpayers to comply with the State's tax laws and to enable the assessor to identify and collect previously unreported taxes and to accelerate collection of certain delinquent tax liabilities.  The long-term goal of the tax amnesty program is to improve taxpayer compliance with the State's tax laws.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__63551a48_552b_46b0_b2ca_d55b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5f605484_831b_42ac_a6d][bookmark: _PAR__9_b419d7fc_6149_49c5_9681_52026358][bookmark: _LINE__15_253ce54a_5be5_4461_ac6d_c41602][bookmark: _LINE__16_ae6ab9c3_178b_42f0_bbf9_2be344][bookmark: _LINE__17_a8bbc8f9_c010_4c1a_92d7_be0b20][bookmark: _LINE__18_a52c3f00_3e3f_4afa_b0f9_d6a6ce][bookmark: _LINE__19_a0f4d3c2_0d84_4487_85e1_be0ade][bookmark: _LINE__20_af269673_ef02_43d0_9f89_652467]The assessor shall prepare and make available a 2025 amnesty tax return that taxpayers must complete and file to participate in the tax amnesty program. The return and associated guidelines prepared by the assessor that govern participation in the tax amnesty program are exempt from the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. A filed return requires the approval of the assessor.  The assessor may deny any return not consistent with the tax amnesty program.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b1f6f322_3e20_4668_ac4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0e13e0ee_dbe8_4f0d_93fa_60ee][bookmark: _PAR__11_b68a489b_3e5a_4dcf_a058_135cfc1][bookmark: _LINE__22_ed73a10d_a99e_4e34_acda_cf36c5][bookmark: _LINE__23_3e8e4033_460f_4350_b8fc_dcea9f][bookmark: _LINE__24_711d4de9_a4c4_4237_a292_0d7f58][bookmark: _LINE__25_252628fa_1806_4cfc_b26d_77c421][bookmark: _LINE__26_172b2f4e_65eb_4d9a_b7fc_d589c9][bookmark: _LINE__27_5a5a9398_cf43_41b2_95d4_04ccb8][bookmark: _LINE__28_ff805b88_e6ce_4edb_9327_799539]Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, the assessor shall, during the period beginning on the effective date of this chapter to September 30, 2025, make a settlement offer that requires full payment of tax and 1/2 of the accrued interest to any taxpayer that has a recorded and recognized delinquent state tax liability as of the effective date of this chapter. The assessor may, through a settlement offer made pursuant to this section, abate the amount of any penalties owed by the taxpayer associated with the tax liability addressed in the settlement offer.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c4825098_6f4c_438d_9feb_91a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ae211163_14b6_4f84_877][bookmark: _PAR__12_a9534c12_7776_49ca_9542_ad3fcf8][bookmark: _LINE__29_5731b174_1dee_41b2_b32a_b893ff][bookmark: _LINE__30_dbad2ec9_1ba1_4e53_8fd3_ed995c][bookmark: _LINE__31_c44014c0_554b_4700_bb9d_09b5b3][bookmark: _LINE__32_f2fc0816_c0cb_49ff_8f68_0e8ffd]A taxpayer is not eligible for a settlement offer authorized under this section if the taxpayer's liability is the result of a criminal conviction or the taxpayer is currently charged with a criminal offense arising from a violation of the state tax laws as provided in this Title or Title 17-A or has been referred to the Attorney General for criminal prosecution.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e2054572_48e4][bookmark: _PAR__13_77793506_228f_4150_90f5_0c3a632][bookmark: _LINE__33_78a1ca71_a2d6_4f7c_abcc_3e5cfa][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bb688338_7167_479a][bookmark: _LINE__34_84340191_2f68_45a5_9cd3_567fda][bookmark: _LINE__35_b94dfcbe_dc46_445b_a9df_ec3111][bookmark: _LINE__36_c0a845fe_1dbb_429f_a572_cdbaa2][bookmark: _LINE__37_e8d95b8f_d8b0_42a8_906c_03c10d][bookmark: _LINE__38_d172d3d1_76c2_4e9b_8ef1_7de0f3][bookmark: _LINE__39_b7fbb9f2_9abd_40ca_8e77_0b13e2][bookmark: _LINE__40_5a2fc211_21f8_4ae1_8a1a_d4b82b][bookmark: _LINE__41_d687dfb3_5957_4a38_9959_d5debc][bookmark: _LINE__42_1a76a5a3_df7d_46d4_b8f7_df330f][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__230275c6_08f2_47f3_813f_129][bookmark: _PAGE__3_c8b263c8_c64c_48f8_8c50_26022f6][bookmark: _PAR__1_4902221e_7c36_4543_86cd_ccc77104][bookmark: _LINE__1_2a7fcf85_019a_4bcb_970f_aa88a2f][bookmark: _LINE__2_7c0fec96_9796_478f_bfce_f45bd38]Sec. 2.  Preamnesty collections; legislative intent.  The Legislature finds that it is in the best interest of the State and public welfare of the people of the State to ensure that there is no delay in the payment of delinquent state tax liabilities as a result of the 2025 Maine Tax Amnesty Program established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, chapter 914-E.  The Legislature further finds it foreseeable that many taxpayers may choose to defer payment of delinquent tax liabilities in order to take advantage of lower interest and penalty amounts available under the 2025 Maine Tax Amnesty Program.  Therefore, to ensure the timely collection of state tax revenue prior to the effective date of the 2025 Maine Tax Amnesty Program, the Legislature encourages the State Tax Assessor to use the full extent of the State Tax Assessor's authority under Title 36, including the abatement of interest and penalty amounts consistent with the provisions of the 2025 Maine Tax Amnesty Program.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_c1e17619_9f2f_46ae_a349_2f18a2ed][bookmark: _LINE__4_60c4e6e7_b2fe_4baf_b588_c6055df][bookmark: _LINE__5_77cdd03f_9f20_4f1d_b402_4df5214][bookmark: _LINE__6_25e2267e_f9e1_4e90_9fc7_f5526b4][bookmark: _LINE__7_f82c4a37_ac6e_4d7d_b132_a6ec39d][bookmark: _LINE__8_fe00b161_5e2f_47bc_a5ea_5ffae6d][bookmark: _LINE__9_518f5bc4_5cd8_41a7_b910_d0c9f46][bookmark: _LINE__10_530af1e3_d992_472c_9fed_110357][bookmark: _LINE__11_b47f3a5f_440c_45ad_ba86_1bdb67][bookmark: _LINE__12_6906eb51_9a6b_4d20_a2d0_64ed20][bookmark: _LINE__13_588a9818_61b2_4d7f_a21a_85d14b][bookmark: _LINE__14_9ff6bca4_3571_4161_b351_e371a3][bookmark: _LINE__15_f828606f_6ea3_4c1d_a424_165f9e]This bill enacts the 2025 Maine Tax Amnesty Program for the purposes of encouraging delinquent taxpayers to comply with the law, collecting unreported taxes and accelerating the collection of certain delinquent state tax liabilities.  Under the program, a person with a tax delinquency as of September 30, 2025 who is approved for participation in the program by the State Tax Assessor after filing a 2025 amnesty tax return may pay the taxes owed plus 1/2 the accrued interest and is immune from criminal or civil prosecution or civil penalties associated with the delinquency.  The period during which a delinquency may be paid under the program is from October 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025. A taxpayer is not eligible for the program if the taxpayer is currently being prosecuted for violation of state tax laws or the debt for which the taxpayer is seeking relief is the result of a criminal conviction or the State has secured a warrant or civil judgment in its favor with respect to that debt.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_207aec83_3a32_4a63_9e27_14a5fa80][bookmark: _LINE__16_f86e32eb_66c5_4abb_954a_795264][bookmark: _LINE__17_f7e64fbf_7dcb_412e_913b_7ec8d1][bookmark: _LINE__18_43e77ab4_0086_43d9_adfc_4f4170][bookmark: _LINE__19_8abf0a4d_f2ee_4f4b_8775_47b5aa][bookmark: _LINE__20_e5cde2ce_1d34_42a0_86c0_f71f15][bookmark: _LINE__21_b9ae5fad_9db3_4495_93a6_8128b2][bookmark: _LINE__22_c526a590_eae1_44d8_9a4f_7bb90b][bookmark: _LINE__23_104db279_1f6a_441c_897a_58595a][bookmark: _LINE__24_760e379c_4a5a_4a1d_b55e_cf55b9][bookmark: _LINE__25_36288820_61cc_451e_86f1_ca249e][bookmark: _LINE__26_b7f8345e_0261_4b18_ab52_c65917]In order to discourage taxpayers from delaying until the start of the amnesty period to pay their delinquent taxes, beginning on the effective date of this legislation until September 30, 2025, the State Tax Assessor is required to offer a delinquent taxpayer a preamnesty settlement that requires the taxpayer to make the full payment of the outstanding tax and 1/2 of the interest accrued. The State Tax Assessor is authorized to abate the amount of any penalties owed by the taxpayer associated with the tax liability through a preamnesty settlement. A taxpayer is not eligible for a settlement offer if the taxpayer's liability is the result of a criminal conviction or the taxpayer is currently charged with a criminal offense arising from a violation of the state tax laws as provided in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17-A or Title 36 or has been referred to the Attorney General for criminal prosecution.
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