131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Permit Recordings of a Protected Person to Be Admissible in Evidence
L.D. 
An Act to Permit Recordings of a Protected Person to Be Admissible in Evidence
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__e362050f_6b44_4dbb_aa1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__0dbd8174_283d_470f_b7fc_9da54][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__8a24a525_87cb_448b_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_97af6cea_090e_4f28_af9c_47653aa][bookmark: _PAR__1_8e2fba1d_0266_4a27_87b8_1b95544c][bookmark: _LINE__1_fa70e76a_e793_4e1a_9678_227f1d2]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__58b6849d_bd13_4747][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d4d55cff_c70f_4b3d_b12d_f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__8bfcbe6d_d6bc_4c0d_8f][bookmark: _PAR__2_1b46066e_6dff_43cc_a30c_2655c3ad][bookmark: _LINE__2_c0fe951e_2759_4246_b8cc_4a1cd6a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a940fcfa_0ab9_43ea]Sec. 1.  16 MRSA §358 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__4919a728_ef56_4686_af49_384c][bookmark: _PAR__3_5a372a66_d194_49ea_8453_bd467029][bookmark: _LINE__3_f42b8bac_26a8_459f_a765_1125419][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f70fdbf2_d0b6_42a4_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c27350b2_1046_4f90_a228][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4028d5ab_6402_485a_85]§358.  Admissibility of recordings of protected person
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2835d3d2_dab8_4691_94b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4839ab0c_6eab_4191_9115_21c][bookmark: _PAR__4_16e0e52c_35f1_4e26_b4f8_3f3f3214][bookmark: _LINE__4_c2e8628a_cd31_4a44_80c6_11f937c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a2fe96c3_2bf3_42c0_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7d06f3f2_0097_4db3_b11][bookmark: _LINE__5_129c285d_7001_453e_bca1_b6555b2]1.  Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f2b405a0_0857_4a6f_825d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c4803358_7f52_4435_a34c_79e6][bookmark: _PAR__5_2e91fe84_47a3_4560_9903_98aa02e0][bookmark: _LINE__6_42984abb_7a98_43a1_af6f_91bad17][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ef16098_36b0_4954_87f][bookmark: _LINE__7_a23a7660_8eb7_46f6_822a_e317c8d]A.  "Forensic interview" means a fact-finding conversation conducted by a forensic interviewer using an evidence-based practice.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cc2a4552_f100_4602_9fdd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ab23f3af_c9f8_43f2_8a1e_f154][bookmark: _PAR__6_56645c2a_5a21_4825_a8e9_88f2d6fc][bookmark: _LINE__8_28757154_2bea_4bee_88b5_7087a8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__63db4238_1694_4715_bf5][bookmark: _LINE__9_35038113_418d_4bfa_b714_082f8ae]B.  "Forensic interviewer" means an individual who meets the qualifications in subsection 2.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f0a29651_a041_419d_9629][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b87f5fa1_41cb_4b33_b05e_e675][bookmark: _PAR__7_54e7a904_a9d7_406f_92b2_fa8e844e][bookmark: _LINE__10_7411fbad_781a_4f29_bb75_a80174][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6c6a1680_ce0d_4288_907][bookmark: _LINE__11_02daf4b5_b616_44e4_a14c_4d33b8]C.  "Protected person" means a person who at the time of a recording of a forensic interview:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e37b1c28_bdc7_453c_a6d7_6b2][bookmark: _PAR__8_1ead4fde_56d0_4289_b6ae_88a36682][bookmark: _LINE__12_a0457648_2216_406a_b40c_d82bda][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__23c12417_405d_40dc_a489][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__41675d1e_81e6_4fa1_bfc](1)  Has not attained 18 years of age; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__10a562a8_5916_4d73_ae4a_121][bookmark: _PAR__9_5b92fd78_9f60_428e_b6ec_5d1a32ad][bookmark: _LINE__13_480b791a_e885_451d_897c_462eee][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8b783a73_c59f_4a12_a195][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7fff0e0a_2d17_4b86_912][bookmark: _LINE__14_03dd62cc_302e_4a9a_ace5_14f606](2)  Is an adult who is eligible for protective services pursuant to the Adult Protective Services Act.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a06e5fba_f1ef_4170_9d4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fea38c86_b520_441b_8838_2d0][bookmark: _PAR__10_5be5d113_40d0_4be6_9fea_74a0268][bookmark: _LINE__15_48e014a1_042e_4738_af62_cf58a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0311e658_28d8_41f2_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fb0cc083_9201_4035_8af][bookmark: _LINE__16_b05ebdd6_6a84_4ea3_8525_165bc6]2.  Qualifications of forensic interviewer.  In order to be qualified as a forensic interviewer, an individual must:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1f68ad55_c99d_4293_87bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__66c19d33_a434_4af0_bf0e_f481][bookmark: _PAR__11_15a1c686_5b1e_4d2d_b09d_2fcd48f][bookmark: _LINE__17_22326295_e653_4644_946d_0dbc2a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__489265ea_96b5_42cb_a20]A.  Be employed by a child advocacy center or affiliated with a child advocacy center;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0c1cd27_515a_4c37_b7d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__05da6d7f_a4cb_4c38_bced_eece][bookmark: _PAR__12_9a157c74_2ef2_4444_b3e0_c09e287][bookmark: _LINE__18_931062cf_2777_4fe8_8fb9_cabac1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a5ae6c9c_5cb3_40d5_9d7][bookmark: _LINE__19_6244b8d6_8391_4221_96d0_2431b3]B.  Have completed a minimum of 32 hours of specialized instruction on an evidence-supported interview protocol; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__468b420f_8638_418f_be89][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cbd29a6b_b8c7_49eb_a16c_a43b][bookmark: _PAR__13_5e3ce198_4c1c_4ef8_b793_ce64e18][bookmark: _LINE__20_837df6e2_574d_477f_aeed_43995f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dcb3a739_138d_491d_818][bookmark: _LINE__21_cc752842_d0a4_4d4e_950d_9d8ae4]C.  Participate in ongoing education in the field of child maltreatment or forensic interviewing. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ae578b36_edb5_4759_9905][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c86d6905_6e52_4f85_96e5_580][bookmark: _PAR__14_fdc56527_52fc_46cb_b973_af3c428][bookmark: _LINE__22_7ea2aa02_e32c_40ae_90e8_65464e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2dfd9a64_f6c4_4ba1_8f1][bookmark: _LINE__23_a0c029bc_cb8a_4cb0_869f_8b47e8][bookmark: _LINE__24_ad879196_1046_4e8e_9f97_272487]3.  Admissibility of recording.  A recording of a forensic interview of a protected person is admissible as evidence and is an exception to the hearsay rule pursuant to the Maine Rules of Evidence, Rule 802 in the courts of this State if:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4a43473c_1dbd_4e08_bb4d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fc1a6526_5bac_4984_8360_6154][bookmark: _PAR__15_0910dd5f_955f_4ff4_bfb4_de83022][bookmark: _LINE__25_2270236b_1ff5_4f74_9cb7_f39721][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3524952c_f2f6_4460_b50]A.  The interview was conducted by a forensic interviewer;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ea54e158_cdc5_4fb5_988e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__01e51d96_4044_4de6_8035_8505][bookmark: _PAR__16_85bb5e94_d86c_45d3_85c0_d0476be][bookmark: _LINE__26_68d26f24_f158_4a72_8106_0a7874][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__54afffe0_781f_430c_b90]B.  The interview is relevant pursuant to the Maine Rules of Evidence, Rule 401;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3c65e48c_177f_4ad1_9d19][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ee219ad4_5d90_4d00_928d_5564][bookmark: _PAR__17_700715dc_7d14_46b7_8f1e_83df7f5][bookmark: _LINE__27_2a582260_6ce2_4fa7_b269_e11db4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f2637642_c06c_45b6_9c0][bookmark: _LINE__28_c3e9e757_809f_45cd_b50e_fd1760]C.  A relative of the protected person was not present in the room during the substantive phase of the interview;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__11ee783c_c15d_47ea_a4b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__39d31699_e77d_4978_bcd9_d061][bookmark: _PAR__18_098c9e83_0f9e_4417_b1b1_0e06754][bookmark: _LINE__29_1c0f3e37_9ccd_4dfb_b405_534f0e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__187e499f_2f77_415c_971][bookmark: _LINE__30_24550715_b277_4cfd_8314_ab853a]D.  An attorney for any party in a proceeding with the protected person was not present in the room with the protected person during the interview;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__46b7fe35_2050_40cc_a75b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__15ea46e3_a37a_4f5b_9c79_f64e][bookmark: _PAR__19_201c1efc_4cb0_4a86_a350_a090d42][bookmark: _LINE__31_c273040c_828b_42d8_8c23_b5825f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9be4ae8_3748_4466_a2c]E.  The recording is both visual and audio;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0d1b0ec9_5a08_472c_aebf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fe5cbbe8_8533_47b6_9ac2_a53f][bookmark: _PAR__20_fda258c9_7c2e_4b57_ba59_6bb918c][bookmark: _LINE__32_1e4b7b8a_4714_4aad_93c0_3d56a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2ad41eef_7035_4974_a26][bookmark: _LINE__33_ca74a4f6_257c_41b6_a182_e8b5c4][bookmark: _LINE__34_5672eff9_a67d_4005_b3b1_c22dab]F.  The recording is a fair and accurate representation of the statements made by the protected person and has not been altered except for purposes of relevancy pursuant to the Maine Rules of Evidence, Rule 401; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f8169802_d79b_424a_b67e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1212b841_5901_47a4_b600_7320][bookmark: _PAR__21_04257b97_4ad2_47c7_a1b9_65e09f5][bookmark: _LINE__35_08013b88_e5ab_4fef_b841_5f9d63][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb558077_e9b3_4d09_b8b][bookmark: _LINE__36_d6da1b9f_ed7e_4818_8e1a_532dbc]G.  The protected person is available to testify or be cross-examined by any party in a criminal matter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9bebeb99_1853_4521_af65][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1d960daf_74ed_4be2_bddb_117][bookmark: _PAR__22_b4045805_689e_4d1a_8161_e79a518][bookmark: _LINE__37_09085522_68cf_47fa_89ff_3cb0f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__aebfaabd_06e3_44be_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ebd78a03_18c4_4adb_a74][bookmark: _LINE__38_6e35356a_5263_4a16_8dd6_101d49][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__87846a95_f9c8_4695_83fe_f3f][bookmark: _PAGE__2_fa291c7b_bc2d_4e51_98eb_b76d1f6][bookmark: _PAR__1_17f39f53_cf5c_4f83_a8ae_82285bee][bookmark: _LINE__1_4e053107_a11a_4358_9dae_b6046fd][bookmark: _LINE__2_8095f601_2c1f_4ebe_aa71_152335a]4.  Recordings of protected persons preserved.  A recording of a protected person that is made part of the court record must be preserved under a protective order of the court in order to protect the privacy of the protected person. The court shall maintain a copy of the recording as part of the court file for 20 years. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9223c910_592d_4038_a584][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2d8359c6_4fd0_4e43_bcc3_049][bookmark: _PAR__2_85f207a4_1760_482e_b04b_e40c4126][bookmark: _LINE__3_63a98d4d_00fa_4c55_bb21_4233b1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2775a925_1764_49c6_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1bab396f_9fca_4ce2_a76][bookmark: _LINE__4_4b3a8e55_3738_43d1_8964_65c7b65][bookmark: _LINE__5_f00b3f59_5871_41c7_afc7_7d005b9][bookmark: _LINE__6_e5684fdf_95db_4704_9195_082ea26][bookmark: _LINE__7_b3f47355_b3f5_44f9_afd4_79d778d][bookmark: _LINE__8_c58b35a6_e02b_4e17_b3ac_3e39d3a]5.  Certification of forensic interview recordings.  Forensic interview recordings are admissible as evidence in the courts of this State in accordance with subsection 3. The court shall admit copies of the recordings if certified by the forensic interviewer to be true and complete and to have met all requirements in subsection 3 and the forensic interviewer identifies the location of the interview and the identity of the individuals in the recording in the certification.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__25f1c9c5_a0e3_44ee][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ef9e7259_b650_4677_baf0_6][bookmark: _PAR__3_2b78d0eb_5644_4100_9ee5_6cf0df65][bookmark: _LINE__9_28c51f82_c5c5_4ed5_abab_6053ade][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b1daa5c8_3a73_48f2][bookmark: _LINE__10_cc1e145c_d3c0_4e39_b93b_ed66d4]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §4019, sub-§1, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 364, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0007ed1c_6b42_4010_b67d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c8cbd10a_98dd_4161_9445_e7d0][bookmark: _PAR__4_44b8d46b_9aa0_4a53_93c1_7c4c2269][bookmark: _LINE__11_f6712270_f276_4ebd_a000_95a3dd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cc8f06b1_5188_4bf3_bf4][bookmark: _LINE__12_c4021a93_f411_4b92_99a9_3be326][bookmark: _LINE__13_fb56157d_bd18_4a68_b436_533cd3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__66cb65d0_f566_427f_9a]B.  "Child advocacy center" or "center" means a community-based center that provides multidisciplinary services for children and families affected by child sexual abuse and other child abuse and neglect, including a center in another jurisdiction.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__83ed9248_e233_4c55_b6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__305c3e78_ffed_46a3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__924a6d9f_cf8a_441e_8098_4][bookmark: _PAR__5_86c64a95_62a2_40e2_9db3_377a5937][bookmark: _LINE__14_1c48149e_c320_4c1f_9858_562c53][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__190e5145_d64c_43c0]Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §4019, sub-§1, ¶D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c7ac1ead_ccaa_4247_afda][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f0c6598c_c9d9_422d_9de4_a2e6][bookmark: _PAR__6_d608a202_b49d_4ad1_8306_93783ac0][bookmark: _LINE__15_4ccb02d3_95e5_4896_84dd_eeb8b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b04990f5_364d_4588_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__562187f7_24c1_4e37_a67][bookmark: _LINE__16_26943154_09fd_445a_8bbe_bd2cfe]D.  "Forensic interview" has the same meaning as in Title 16, section 358, subsection 1, paragraph A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ef4e897f_9b5c_487e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__81693803_b93a_487c_9aa5_3][bookmark: _PAR__7_10582b7c_cf63_4d28_9948_3d6199d6][bookmark: _LINE__17_e8613f0c_95cb_4bf7_98ec_70998c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ae822ab0_452b_42b4][bookmark: _LINE__18_b5bbd4d4_847b_482d_82d9_7879bf]Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §4019, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 364, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e18a15df_ce46_4523_a99b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0c697cc3_39a8_40f8_9bbc_d7c][bookmark: _PAR__8_ddcaad01_c9b2_4a3b_b084_45a339aa][bookmark: _LINE__19_5ba0be87_66d2_490e_9afc_4d069c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9c7667e6_d739_4b17_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1ab56556_c4b2_431d_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c129a8ce_d17f_49ab_a0d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fc06e603_09b9_4183_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__92d84351_eff1_4f00_86][bookmark: _LINE__20_519c2559_b950_4f8a_89a3_51cd95][bookmark: _LINE__21_c166e87f_7766_46e8_8374_8786e3][bookmark: _LINE__22_46ebd111_85dd_41f7_a7ed_26e8c5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__aadfc52b_2a02_4552_ad1][bookmark: _LINE__23_a954d18a_fc95_45f0_adf1_c921b0]9.  Confidential records except recordings of forensic interviews.  The Except for recordings of forensic interviews, the files, reports, records, communications and working papers used or developed in providing services under this section are confidential and are not public records for purposes of Title 1, chapter 13, subchapter 1.  Information may be disclosed only to the following in order for them to carry out their duties:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a587ef66_0621_4f9f_b7fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e0adc47c_d862_4dcb_ac69_2674][bookmark: _PAR__9_91a337a3_79b7_4254_91bd_b87e716a][bookmark: _LINE__24_259f755f_ecbe_4b3c_9d39_002fc2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__572c179f_5305_474f_a3d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9492e702_7f13_4ba1_99][bookmark: _LINE__25_6ab6d05b_8e67_4156_8596_b0eaef][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2fd99f6d_d9ad_4561_ad][bookmark: _LINE__26_8fb7f313_9a5c_47e0_b756_7f6ba4][bookmark: _LINE__27_696111d6_9cfd_4e12_93cf_e1a0d5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2e9711a0_c5f7_4a78_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9c2c5415_8a5b_4a96_a8]A.  The department, department employees, law enforcement agencies, prosecuting attorneys assistant attorneys general who are involved in child protective cases, medical professionals and other state agencies that provide services to children and families;.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ac95c5fb_86db_4822_93de][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b245500f_59aa_4bdd_92cc_ec43][bookmark: _PAR__10_baeadc1f_15a9_47f5_9da9_bcff640][bookmark: _LINE__28_a7c19b28_909e_4f5d_9534_cd20ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a45f0575_59a8_43f2_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__699e35c6_37ce_4aa3_bfa]B.  The attorney for a child who is the subject of confidential records; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__21afcd01_36f4_4b16_8621][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c5e1f579_cc29_4de8_8f22_480d][bookmark: _PAR__11_eaffd784_9483_4d94_84df_37646ab][bookmark: _LINE__29_95043bc9_b8b7_400d_8fa4_98c69b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fb8ebb2b_66ad_4777_934][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e33388b8_8661_4496_97f][bookmark: _LINE__30_0b07661d_6baa_44c9_b432_e40df2]C.  A guardian ad litem appointed under section 4005 for a child who is the subject of confidential records.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__45efe806_5f56_4dda][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ddcee25e_cf50_4ba7_a66e_2][bookmark: _PAR__12_6fd16588_9bdf_46b1_8b3a_e67c45d][bookmark: _LINE__31_ca624c5f_b042_4725_8340_16b72d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f6d2e1ad_cd46_49ea]Sec. 5.  22 MRSA §4019, sub-§9-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5d25ea71_5878_457e_b9b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f98859aa_a621_4e2c_b876_f8f][bookmark: _PAR__13_7f112b3f_cab8_4532_8d10_cfb26ef][bookmark: _LINE__32_5bc9e9cf_00f4_4550_9a0f_cf6bbd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__23fd50d9_7309_42e5_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6ccff594_7be1_4790_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__68a2ce46_57e7_41b1_a28][bookmark: _LINE__33_ab1c6b10_9d4b_45cf_9f82_0356da][bookmark: _LINE__34_2782cc48_1b4b_44d4_b24a_953f11][bookmark: _LINE__35_2a457997_c98e_4e34_908a_54836f]9-A.  Recordings of forensic interviews confidential.  The following provisions govern recordings of forensic interviews.  Recordings of forensic interviews are confidential and are not public records for purposes of Title 1, chapter 13, subchapter 1. Information may be disclosed: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__65c8143d_db1a_4df5_8849][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ba501270_d2ab_4215_a1cb_480f][bookmark: _PAR__14_12516672_32a6_4611_8fc6_6320e8a][bookmark: _LINE__36_e91fd411_45b8_410f_863e_d226fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f8ad64ed_4d03_42ae_801][bookmark: _LINE__37_4e783266_9c5b_47e2_b4ce_e693c5][bookmark: _LINE__38_b8984710_69a5_4d0a_b928_2d1b34][bookmark: _LINE__39_e4a31615_9f90_482c_8a1b_e34043]A. To the department, department employees, law enforcement agencies, assistant attorneys general who are involved in child protective cases, prosecuting attorneys, medical professionals and other state agencies that provide services to children and families in order for them to carry out their duties;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d773d724_8f16_4896_aa3a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fd2a3177_dbc1_4f1f_bf40_d8d8][bookmark: _PAR__15_47316848_2f21_45ea_940c_a457349][bookmark: _LINE__40_1bc6708b_61e9_4c87_b580_28688b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0c0921dd_d791_4136_9cd]B. To the attorney for a child who is the subject of confidential records;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6478240b_c9eb_4447_a4e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ac97e727_fa1f_449b_a017_caf6][bookmark: _PAGE__3_12f2dc78_2849_4e4b_bffd_b88b634][bookmark: _PAR__1_2026ef9a_97e9_47e9_b16e_4d03af91][bookmark: _LINE__1_96b6d10f_5b89_489c_8953_4f082de][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__84ea268f_e395_4066_bc2][bookmark: _LINE__2_3707be92_f71d_4847_b458_b4b2d95]C. To a guardian ad litem appointed under section 4005 for a child who is the subject of confidential records;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0a9c4837_a312_4d8d_8694][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__287214be_0664_45b0_94b1_d75e][bookmark: _PAR__2_5c537711_6b49_4fd0_868b_52ab8b18][bookmark: _LINE__3_467fe85d_ac22_4a96_a038_c7dbbc3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f1130cd0_fb98_4828_b66][bookmark: _LINE__4_58c65bce_5e10_46b1_8460_d652186][bookmark: _LINE__5_023c962b_48ea_487c_b818_4437ff2][bookmark: _LINE__6_34cdb4ea_2973_4191_975b_7340389][bookmark: _LINE__7_59c87f2c_fdf7_42d3_bce3_e3da2bf][bookmark: _LINE__8_e84b59a3_a8ba_474a_84a2_6d3c201][bookmark: _LINE__9_0b317534_e5c7_4cf9_b4e4_6d1ccdb]D. In a matter under Title 18-C or 19-A, upon specific request for the recording of the forensic interview by the parties or on the court's own motion. A court may order disclosure of the recording of a forensic interview in accordance with section 4008, subsection 3, paragraph B if the court finds that access to the recording is necessary for the determination of an issue before the court and that the necessity of access to the recording outweighs the potential effect on the alleged victim. The court shall follow the following procedure.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3dd089ca_0bf6_4080_820b_821][bookmark: _PAR__3_4c5b975c_2776_4522_a483_70bd7d58][bookmark: _LINE__10_c17695df_bfab_4437_9f02_0c2e55][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0d61ef2_6727_42d0_b495][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fa96fa17_083e_43d4_9dd][bookmark: _LINE__11_dbebc8a3_8c24_41be_84ee_856549][bookmark: _LINE__12_8ed04889_2630_4fe1_8577_289941](1)  Before ordering disclosure of the recording, the court shall require that an investigating law enforcement agency, if any, has been given an opportunity to indicate its position on disclosure of the recording. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a9a7d791_e19d_4a5c_b1f9_f74][bookmark: _PAR__4_c3238c32_437a_4612_a1d6_8ac8cdaa][bookmark: _LINE__13_f1ec0543_93e2_4fa9_80bc_fcfa91][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__87e9b10f_9c55_4ff7_aa98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5b313b88_e3ee_44dd_9d6][bookmark: _LINE__14_07a54c96_e623_46af_96f8_d0aa9c][bookmark: _LINE__15_5a229e69_77a3_416f_99ef_84c64d][bookmark: _LINE__16_696f4076_6fe7_4b1f_b961_b96581][bookmark: _LINE__17_88099c18_c110_4b1d_ad93_36e8c1][bookmark: _LINE__18_99e7806b_d6f0_4eea_b3a5_63761f][bookmark: _LINE__19_a7399f73_207d_4fc9_a188_9afe66](2) If the court determines based on the pleadings that the recording is necessary for the determination of an issue before the court and that the necessity of access to the recording outweighs the potential effect on the alleged victim, the court shall order the department, pursuant to section 4008, subsection 3, paragraph B, to provide a copy to the court for in camera inspection.  The court shall conduct an in camera review of the recording in order to make a determination about who should be entitled to view the recording.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f63d1ffe_7238_4d18_b8b1_79d][bookmark: _PAR__5_54de09d7_91bf_4557_8efa_2e2457b2][bookmark: _LINE__20_d052e9ca_a49e_47ff_a9bd_67261e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c6c4be78_decd_468a_840d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39b3a8c9_8fe8_434e_bdf][bookmark: _LINE__21_23487c94_796d_4434_a718_be9019][bookmark: _LINE__22_45af3573_776e_4f2a_8b77_e01567][bookmark: _LINE__23_94e918c1_ba20_476b_8c2e_625536](3) If the court determines that the recording should be disclosed, the court shall consider whether a guardian ad litem should be appointed in the case if one is not already appointed. If there is a guardian ad litem, the court shall consider whether to restrict access to the recording only to the guardian ad litem.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f89d1650_c55d_4a3f_a462_7b4][bookmark: _PAR__6_199435f6_d336_409d_b03f_af35e337][bookmark: _LINE__24_3f505168_8f2d_4f86_8afd_6e412b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b2fa4b33_ec47_4086_83c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fc4e7567_26f5_436d_9bd][bookmark: _LINE__25_2910db1e_1124_4326_8ae1_711205][bookmark: _LINE__26_ec3a3a4d_14e0_4568_bf49_8240e7][bookmark: _LINE__27_1f1b5abe_2278_4e7f_8116_417125][bookmark: _LINE__28_ac8783a8_7abe_4173_a754_322345][bookmark: _LINE__29_22e25bad_0ed1_42b7_847c_f72741](4) The court shall issue a protective order of confidentiality ordering who is allowed to view the recording and how and where viewing will occur.  In making its determination, the court shall weigh whether the parties are represented by counsel and whether restricting viewing of the recording will be unduly prejudicial to a party.  The recording may not be copied, reproduced or disseminated in any way.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__363eb6d2_3be6_456f_9944_f47][bookmark: _PAR__7_63c491f9_8bd3_4195_be62_405b0d07][bookmark: _LINE__30_4514a6e7_57cd_44be_b862_94775b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__789431d8_9c6e_4fd9_8521][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fc09077d_ad32_468c_933][bookmark: _LINE__31_30f05894_f8da_4c5d_aeaa_71bed1](5) If the recording is admitted pursuant to Title 16, section 358, subsection 3, the court shall admit the recording under seal; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9d8f7e4b_0a82_4029_9900][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b40dda57_bcf5_467c_a4ae_be36][bookmark: _PAR__8_f027248b_b3f5_469f_bdfd_c1fc517e][bookmark: _LINE__32_371a8eaf_c906_43b1_aa87_126be6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__24fdcafb_8b42_4205_90b][bookmark: _LINE__33_87d2ef54_d4c5_42d8_b8fe_847a57][bookmark: _LINE__34_ade03afe_4939_4c98_b619_b9df73][bookmark: _LINE__35_298847c0_675b_4e93_a72f_cfcc23][bookmark: _LINE__36_c19f46ae_60cb_4b79_8ad8_44457b][bookmark: _LINE__37_e47df2c5_0e8f_47d1_ae41_4fb135]E. In a criminal matter, to a defendant pursuant to the Maine Rules of Unified Criminal Procedure, Rule 16(b)(6).  Before releasing the recording, the prosecutor shall request that the court issue a protective order of confidentiality ordering who is allowed to view the recording and how and where viewing will occur.  In making its determination, the court shall weigh whether the defendant is represented by counsel and whether restricting viewing of the recording will be unduly prejudicial to the defendant.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2da65554_7a16_4dc9_82c7_9c7b01][bookmark: _PAR__9_23542931_ada2_48c5_84d4_3945ee20][bookmark: _LINE__38_5eebd9bc_dbf6_4a34_9707_32b3ca]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0ddb5185_f5ca_4b09_a44e_67554a0][bookmark: _LINE__39_715fc79c_ba08_434d_bd93_5564d0][bookmark: _LINE__40_4a9c897c_5286_438a_8983_fc5d78][bookmark: _LINE__41_253e6f7b_1b6f_42ac_ab88_cf340c]This bill creates a comprehensive assessment for courts to apply in evaluating whether to admit forensic interviews into evidence in criminal and civil cases by specifying the requirements for those interviews to be admissible into evidence.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_5d7f4ef6_821b_4131_87f8_48b7516][bookmark: _LINE__42_7fc7f28c_32fc_45b0_90b3_93e94f][bookmark: _LINE__43_b776d2cd_00e5_45f7_82a8_545d2a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__64d1099c_def9_464f_ba28_10d][bookmark: _PAGE__4_d83f21bd_53d9_43cf_9726_fe8f45b][bookmark: _PAR__1_cd72082d_a014_44b8_a4fb_1e47b147][bookmark: _LINE__1_0c547a51_e289_4207_9365_ab18abc][bookmark: _LINE__2_207b274a_8da4_439f_a47b_d4af699]The bill also clarifies who has access to forensic interviews.  The bill establishes a process for civil cases that mirrors how Department of Health and Human Services records are accessed in other cases. The bill codifies the current practice used in criminal cases and follows the criminal rules of procedure.
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