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An Act To Help Veterans Access Jobs, Education and Housing
L.D. 
An Act To Help Veterans Access Jobs, Education and Housing
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__70211bbd_9649_435e_8a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8b138a6d_401f_4ec8_9c33_2dc2][bookmark: _PAR__9_2f893943_cf0a_489d_96e9_09af8115][bookmark: _LINE__18_34d4d0b1_4df3_45c2_8e08_a5903c][bookmark: _LINE__19_2b97ada9_cd07_4d97_a9de_bc5663][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2245696a_e2b2_4572_924][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8fc42dfc_e179_4ce8_b7b][bookmark: _LINE__20_e35ae6fc_00fd_41a7_afc4_11da4d][bookmark: _LINE__21_af155522_9c26_4098_aca8_5b9220][bookmark: _LINE__22_6549bb86_bb11_4413_b560_967f6c][bookmark: _LINE__23_a1a51931_8807_4362_b8e8_2a5475][bookmark: _LINE__24_afc2de8d_1b22_42ca_8bec_9ff69b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__718bc3f5_e413_4cc2_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a9039cc5_3b2b_43b5_b6][bookmark: _LINE__25_25167f1c_1341_4496_a661_62caca][bookmark: _LINE__26_ffa6c34d_68b1_4b85_9c6d_529c03][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ac153fd4_e7bb_446b_87][bookmark: _LINE__27_dd5ad3e6_569f_4989_a7aa_c4b5bc][bookmark: _LINE__28_b7b8a82c_7f04_40ae_a577_2c4b5f][bookmark: _LINE__29_20f4d44f_b6cb_4ba5_b756_31cde9][bookmark: _LINE__30_fd245518_2231_4454_a870_480bc3][bookmark: _LINE__31_67d9c020_3304_4c89_938f_3b09ca][bookmark: _LINE__32_8670efcf_0c64_4bef_b23a_16c92b]By January 1, 2014, each board, commission, office and agency within the department listed in section 8001 or affiliated with the department under section 8001‑A shall adopt a process to facilitate qualified returning military veterans and qualified spouses of returning military veterans or of active duty service members to qualify for professional licenses granted by those boards, commissions, offices and agencies in an expeditious manner.  For the purposes of this section, "returning military veteran" means a veteran of the Armed Forces of the United States who has been honorably discharged from active duty with an honorable discharge or a general discharge under honorable conditions. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the Director of the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation and each licensing board within or affiliated with the department shall, upon presentation of satisfactory evidence by an applicant for professional or occupational licensure, accept education, training or service completed by the applicant as a member of the Armed Forces of the United States or Reserves of the United States Armed Forces, the national guard of any state, the military reserves of any state or the naval militia of any state toward the qualifications to receive the license.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a9504be_a7bc_43a5_8992][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6a5c82be_98e2_45dd_b966_460][bookmark: _PAR__10_635edf80_8c47_44d9_a0c7_6164ff3][bookmark: _LINE__33_8536b0d9_9352_4ef0_80b8_f7c3ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__43ff359c_6d98_4683_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2c136942_1374_4fa6_bc5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3320d547_81c0_4432_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__822b0ab8_d49f_4fd5_ac][bookmark: _LINE__34_f38722ca_07f3_47f6_a4ea_adcf85][bookmark: _LINE__35_063a7c09_6f9b_4db8_848f_30b137][bookmark: _LINE__36_f145a4b8_5ec6_48e4_88b8_66aa4a][bookmark: _LINE__37_26099720_aa39_4925_a00e_62accc]1.  Endorsement.  The board, commission, office or agency may shall permit a returning military veteran or a spouse of a returning military veteran or of an active duty service member who holds a comparable license in another state to acquire a license by endorsement in this State for the remainder of the term of the license from the other state or until a license is obtained in this State.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__34678dd0_33c4_4406_9827][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6c578b42_5d36_4d96_b307_b075][bookmark: _PAR__4_d5b3d102_e81b_4197_bde1_c15ff17b][bookmark: _LINE__15_d5083421_ec5d_470e_90c6_e6634c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2e98c8d7_b71e_410b_abb][bookmark: _LINE__16_c45c1a35_5c10_462b_adb9_0d2a3c][bookmark: _LINE__17_84172a1f_b31d_4b8d_b757_8f990a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__38a2d811_16b0_4227_98][bookmark: _LINE__18_b482f2f3_f95a_4da4_8357_dd92e1][bookmark: _LINE__19_40220977_511a_4712_9fec_7f083a][bookmark: _LINE__20_f9519af4_015c_42b6_888b_4f0e5d][bookmark: _LINE__21_2df056ab_d65e_46f8_af17_9ba195][bookmark: _LINE__22_1e367c7b_8ad7_4f96_9241_f94616][bookmark: _LINE__23_63a8e3e0_9b41_46d0_bff6_76c7de][bookmark: _LINE__24_8395df8c_d402_4e85_af93_3b783d]I.  The board may establish and collect licensure fees, application fees, examination fees, course and conference fees, tuition and other charges as determined necessary by the board for the efficient administration of this chapter.  The board may waive examination fees and license fees for applicants for licensure as emergency medical services persons those persons who are veterans with military service, experience and training.  All funds received pursuant to this paragraph must be deposited into a nonlapsing fund established for the purpose.  Maine Emergency Medical Services shall administer the fund with the advice and consent of the commissioner.  Funds must be deposited with the Treasurer of State to the credit of the fund and may be invested as provided by law.  Interest on these investments must be credited to the fund.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cdf2f9f4_cae8_4e29_a392_1101][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4120ab0b_7d36_4d33_b6e][bookmark: _PAR__2_7cb09fe3_493a_43ae_88ff_9a4a084f][bookmark: _LINE__3_362a86f5_7284_44af_bfd4_75a5397][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cd39d4d5_f776_40b0_8d][bookmark: _LINE__4_a03483fd_03dd_4753_ae41_953727c][bookmark: _LINE__5_376d68d8_5570_4bd3_93c9_a43b7c6][bookmark: _LINE__6_e1b3e13d_4dc6_4908_9a83_6ec6c07][bookmark: _LINE__7_67a9a8ef_4aac_4aa4_a2dc_d8c3354][bookmark: _LINE__8_f85dbfb3_8629_4e4e_ab5e_da51946][bookmark: _LINE__9_b3df66c4_3ac8_41b1_a865_3292d18][bookmark: _LINE__10_cdb429ed_7e15_42d1_83f5_072d70][bookmark: _LINE__11_0ec82ce2_cd26_4185_8800_c5f047][bookmark: _LINE__12_91e33b70_3d15_43e2_8ca5_0fc277][bookmark: _LINE__13_d55af7d6_cad8_4c1b_97db_892118][bookmark: _LINE__14_24a74f02_4e5a_423f_889d_3d237b][bookmark: _LINE__15_5900fc17_bfb8_4c37_9c3b_09682e][bookmark: _LINE__16_7a0a9909_abfd_46c1_84d3_cf757b][bookmark: _LINE__17_4e12b118_314b_4252_93a4_4e3e49]The Maine Maritime Academy, the University of Maine System and the Maine Community College System shall designate liaisons to provide benefits assistance to enrolled and prospective students who are members of the United States Armed Forces or veterans of the United States Armed Forces who have been discharged from active duty with an honorable discharge or a general discharge under honorable conditions.  The Maine Maritime Academy shall designate at least one liaison, the University of Maine System shall designate at least one liaison at each of its universities and the Maine Community College System shall designate at least one liaison at each of its colleges.  To the extent space is available, the Maine Maritime Academy, the University of Maine System and the Maine Community College System shall designate a specific location at each institution, equipped with at least one computer with Internet access, where enrolled students who are members of the United States Armed Forces and veterans of the United States Armed Forces who have been discharged from active duty with an honorable discharge or a general discharge under honorable conditions may congregate to study, to provide support to their peers and to receive assistance from the designated liaison.
[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__77eb5cca_e114_47e7_aa][bookmark: _BILL_PART__d313d9df_89f7_4ffa_82da_5794][bookmark: _PAR__3_2d2ab30b_f5eb_4a30_9fea_f35f9951][bookmark: _LINE__18_b562f4bf_8290_4235_b979_582031][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__b9480cdf_c20f_482b_80]PART C
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f2330e67_51a2_4062][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0fef9552_478c_4260_a6b5_c][bookmark: _PAR__4_d459895b_d547_4866_8e14_088ba737][bookmark: _LINE__19_6bcc046a_bb0c_4bcd_ab44_e75823][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__9b5ad766_e28a_4c33_b6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e07b0e42_01bd_4f05][bookmark: _LINE__20_32451ff8_4a96_486d_886d_3e2898]Sec. C-1.  34-B MRSA §3011, as corrected by RR 2017, c. 1, §31, is amended by adding at the end a new paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__aec5c6da_ea75_4fa7_abbf_a37d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3a3d2451_acd3_4eb5_a71][bookmark: _PAR__5_e776c313_40ed_4274_bfc5_84275842][bookmark: _LINE__21_70987dcb_6c9a_4a66_98a9_8a3178][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fd133ff0_088c_4a1d_96][bookmark: _LINE__22_9892230a_8488_4b85_91b7_3d6212][bookmark: _LINE__23_35b73437_30fb_47ae_bafd_a2be18][bookmark: _LINE__24_72715194_96c6_47de_91b5_8e884b]In coordination with the Director of the Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services within the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, the department shall develop a method for identifying eligible veterans who are homeless and for assisting those persons with receiving assistance under this section.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2a7247a1_8e83_4c3c_a5af_6506c5][bookmark: _PAR__6_67fb0c5b_711c_4348_9ba6_d6c48328][bookmark: _LINE__25_bd41f9bf_a662_4655_973e_3ef9c6]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3061fce3_129f_4223_b7ac_c222b542][bookmark: _LINE__26_b80bd097_1d11_4f36_a355_cfe404]Part A of this bill helps veterans access jobs in the following ways.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_070c1b79_f39c_42cd_9320_2271edcc][bookmark: _LINE__27_7fbcb7cc_2fe3_4029_b1e4_a5fe22][bookmark: _LINE__28_8f63cf92_bfa0_4f3d_8198_e8241e][bookmark: _LINE__29_1f0ccd01_1170_470f_91e9_11f257][bookmark: _LINE__30_266fe347_e2a5_40dc_be41_11cb8c][bookmark: _LINE__31_e59c2fbb_8173_4578_a2c9_ab764d][bookmark: _LINE__32_9738065c_a082_4f69_a088_51d0ba]1.  It requires the Director of the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to review the examination and licensing eligibility of applicants for licensure who are veterans with military service, experience and training and to waive any applicable examination and licensing fees for those veterans.  Under current law, the director has discretion to conduct these reviews and to grant these fee waivers for individuals who self-identify as veterans.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_97a70c5a_d77c_45fc_a9c5_3a9b2e84][bookmark: _LINE__33_357eb8b5_8ac3_4633_be7e_5dd2d8][bookmark: _LINE__34_e6db44d3_8975_430d_b166_271f2d][bookmark: _LINE__35_b6b49611_05a6_4eb1_966c_919e6b][bookmark: _LINE__36_f458ded9_1aed_44c1_aa05_40d24b][bookmark: _LINE__37_d592f84e_221f_43f6_bc9d_f78c83][bookmark: _LINE__38_71ecc25b_6a34_4d82_9ceb_b5ebce]2.  It requires each professional licensing board within or affiliated with the department to grant a license by endorsement or a temporary license to a person who holds a comparable license in another state and who is a returning military veteran, the qualified spouse of a returning military veteran or the qualified spouse of an active duty service member.  Under current law, these professional licensing boards may, but are not required to, provide licensure by endorsement or temporary licenses in these circumstances.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0be3fe72_725a_42a4_b19b_49a37a6][bookmark: _LINE__39_2e417fec_3915_4771_839d_bee28e][bookmark: _LINE__40_315446f6_31b4_4b74_bfbd_69dfb4][bookmark: _LINE__41_cd3ab7f4_245b_44c9_8ff0_6ca84f][bookmark: _LINE__42_fcbefd8c_82e7_49d3_8c68_8152f0]3.  It requires each professional licensing board within or affiliated with the department to permit a returning military veteran who applies for a license less than 2 years after being discharged from active duty and whose military training and experience qualify the veteran for a license in this State to acquire a temporary license until the full license is issued.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_c2c6825a_645f_46fd_86f4_6babe66][bookmark: _PAR__1_ac6b7809_ec0a_4b0c_989c_46735853][bookmark: _LINE__1_796244e2_86bb_4ba6_965c_2c042b0][bookmark: _LINE__2_2c2533a4_e1a5_4079_a109_27e699d][bookmark: _LINE__3_18128ac6_a51e_446c_9632_b196c30][bookmark: _LINE__4_65d2a3b1_f7b8_45d7_9e8c_a9d5609]4.  It clarifies that a returning military veteran who is eligible for professional and occupational licensing assistance is a veteran of the Armed Forces of the United States who was discharged from active duty with either an honorable discharge or a general discharge under honorable conditions.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_1541e04b_0222_4f36_9b3a_c7f03523][bookmark: _LINE__5_bbe998d2_8949_48c9_b444_823422b][bookmark: _LINE__6_afbad7c5_7bb0_448b_9a4f_5270dab][bookmark: _LINE__7_61915c8d_86df_472a_9be2_215073a][bookmark: _LINE__8_0890db41_0861_4313_8655_eead920]5.  It authorizes the Department of Public Safety, Emergency Medical Services' Board to waive examination and initial licensing fees for a veteran with military service, experience and training who is an applicant for licensure as an emergency medical services person.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_fb7f4d3d_2a57_4663_8c8e_5142f569][bookmark: _LINE__9_40933c22_c935_496b_a86b_50036c0][bookmark: _LINE__10_7f2f2c32_fa2d_47ac_b6a2_3ce2f3][bookmark: _LINE__11_87627c2a_eec0_4dfa_a697_9fca78]6. It authorizes the Commissioner of Public Safety to waive initial licensing fees for a veteran with military service, experience and training who is an applicant for licensure as a private security guard.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8d52b5a7_9df6_46fd_b8a5_aa9769e2][bookmark: _LINE__12_d1f387a1_0399_4618_9e97_7ddae9][bookmark: _LINE__13_422fcb21_3275_45f4_b450_ba39db][bookmark: _LINE__14_e5687353_8832_4d57_9f63_d16797][bookmark: _LINE__15_156a9aeb_3b20_40f0_9fc5_774e15][bookmark: _LINE__16_da8a88b5_a69c_4a10_b0a2_a3bc57][bookmark: _LINE__17_867714bc_e717_42e1_9901_976ab3][bookmark: _LINE__18_d5bc6b41_df60_4754_99e4_ea41c9]Part B helps veterans access postsecondary education in the State by requiring the University of Maine System, the Maine Community College System and the Maine Maritime Academy to each designate liaisons to provide academic counseling and benefits assistance to students who are members of the United States Armed Forces or who are veterans of the United States Armed Forces and to designate a specific location at each university or college where those students may congregate to study, to provide support to their peers and to receive assistance from the liaison.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_84c1c84f_88ec_4b97_a6cb_37e53672][bookmark: _LINE__19_baec340e_b08f_467c_b34f_597946][bookmark: _LINE__20_9dc8faef_2f12_48f9_b668_1899de][bookmark: _LINE__21_2b8b41aa_5431_4392_b6cc_705c17][bookmark: _LINE__22_e03924be_1311_4c4f_8edd_c28992][bookmark: _LINE__23_4edbe904_02d1_4554_bec1_5e8e14]Part C helps veterans access housing by requiring the Department of Health and Human Services, in coordination with the Director of the Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services within the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, to develop a method of identifying veterans who are homeless and eligible for temporary housing assistance under the Bridging Rental Assistance Program.
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