132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Allow Candidates for Secretary of State or Attorney General to Participate in the Maine Clean Election Act
L.D. 
An Act to Allow Candidates for Secretary of State or Attorney General to Participate in the Maine Clean Election Act
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__ac3a2769_bac6_42c3_bc4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__7dcaf4d2_2c4e_4e68_848a_8187c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__142cc572_9a9f_4b9c_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_fb3bd9b4_e874_47f7_9975_039b30f][bookmark: _PAR__1_581dd47f_dee0_439c_9862_ed65d015][bookmark: _LINE__1_6ae3c747_0de1_451a_8d02_db9a852]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__531e0a1b_404a_402e_8dc8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__39157f86_1150_468b_b52c_5179][bookmark: _PAR__9_ddea6a1e_62ff_4fa2_8b41_0b18a260][bookmark: _LINE__34_da86e45e_59bf_4c42_a1e1_189e96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dda212c8_a128_4542_ac6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8db7e8d1_38cb_45d1_b9][bookmark: _LINE__35_aecaefa0_e167_41aa_9944_f1aa91]B.  For legislative, Secretary of State and Attorney General candidates, no earlier than January 1st of the election year and no later than 3 weeks before election day.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ed1b489a_c70c_4614][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a7c1ad1a_6b66_4b4a_92f9_0][bookmark: _PAR__2_072916ee_ce6b_440b_851d_257ea814][bookmark: _LINE__7_b5649b2a_54ea_4f13_b016_90b41df][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1448e7d0_2ecd_4f8a][bookmark: _LINE__8_a95aca2c_fc7d_4a8c_b22b_fc53d4f]Sec. 12.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§10, as amended by IB 2015, c. 1, §26, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b54313bb_7c6f_4c5b_b5d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__39649775_9c6a_479a_a30d_82b][bookmark: _PAR__3_1925a8d2_41f2_423a_a96d_834f9086][bookmark: _LINE__9_1acac8ff_b17a_49c0_a56b_81ef982][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2765a58d_6587_4165_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8a2e140c_7449_4936_b23][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__19421de4_8fe1_4808_b8][bookmark: _LINE__10_2d93b6ae_1f20_4d37_924b_26f386][bookmark: _LINE__11_419e2958_dc44_4312_bec6_d9cadf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e87f4060_a77b_40c7_936][bookmark: _LINE__12_e64e0fd1_7e2a_4b0d_a1e3_c57d62][bookmark: _LINE__13_d36b7eec_1364_4668_a639_1625f2][bookmark: _LINE__14_3dc4a897_020e_43d8_9be3_555254][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8b9c2848_9c59_4274_91c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3859a11f_9154_4e11_b85][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fa60aa19_ad0a_4f9f_9b3][bookmark: _LINE__15_b8eee980_ff8c_46a2_bf17_756ddf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1fd1dfda_7d94_4c5f_8fe][bookmark: _LINE__16_a7776059_e68a_4d7d_a9d3_2c3a6f][bookmark: _LINE__17_2c0c52d2_bf83_4055_ba15_ab1f76][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__77ea2bcd_1c28_4121_9bb][bookmark: _LINE__18_28b7cc45_110a_4ac7_ba4f_96cbd8][bookmark: _LINE__19_1bba43cf_090f_440a_b7ce_56f0b0][bookmark: _LINE__20_3ffcc0f7_cd88_44f8_b4cf_f5a5b9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d45d958e_b606_45d2_a3c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__40c0e6f0_0954_4446_9be][bookmark: _LINE__21_92874488_fb28_4bf5_b06a_21fa41][bookmark: _LINE__22_048cdd3e_abc8_4d4f_9784_d56f4a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f14a6b50_3cd3_485a_a75]10.  Candidate not enrolled in a party.  An unenrolled candidate for the Legislature, Secretary of State or Attorney General who submits the required number of qualifying contributions and other required documents under subsection 4 by 5:00 p.m. on April 20th preceding the primary election and who is certified is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts and at the same time as an uncontested primary election candidate and a general election candidate as specified in subsections 7, 8‑C and 8‑D.  Revenues for the general election must be distributed to the candidate as specified in subsection 7.  An unenrolled candidate for Governor who submits the required number of qualifying contributions and other required documents under subsection 4 by 5:00 p.m. on April 1st preceding the primary election and who is certified is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts and at the same time as an uncontested primary election gubernatorial candidate and a general election gubernatorial candidate as specified in subsections 7 and 8‑B.  Revenues for the general election must be distributed to the candidate for Governor as specified in subsection 7.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8eb8fdfc_9c3d_4433][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7f83e4cd_7c23_4adb_824f_4][bookmark: _PAR__4_16e38370_041b_4cc8_b2e9_a6014a09][bookmark: _LINE__23_568e23b4_0416_4299_98ed_d3722b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__198ae25d_d734_4f7e]Sec. 13.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§15 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f38a33a9_c5ab_4a89_8b51][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c26536db_279d_4a54_9a5c_e21][bookmark: _PAR__5_d13e1c2b_2a5d_4364_9111_ab8f02a6][bookmark: _LINE__24_c199ad0a_21c5_45b9_afd6_ded0ff][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bab5f29c_744d_4a95_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7a7c86a6_ae9d_48a6_84][bookmark: _LINE__25_0f5ed73c_b09d_406f_bcf9_f9a5e1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ae0701b0_6e79_43e0_ab7][bookmark: _LINE__26_e7c742ee_7053_43d9_8647_5f40f8][bookmark: _LINE__27_099b8ece_acd6_41ec_8c5d_941f07][bookmark: _LINE__28_611e8435_bc83_42a2_936a_76cf7b][bookmark: _LINE__29_19353915_7e05_42dd_b3ef_bcbba1][bookmark: _LINE__30_ec75d01a_dca9_4f7f_aa7b_c240ed][bookmark: _LINE__31_afdf04bf_85f8_46fd_a78b_fcc00e][bookmark: _LINE__32_cf53dba9_9a7f_493f_b6e0_243307][bookmark: _LINE__33_bf135ab7_2e80_49d1_8585_adee29][bookmark: _LINE__34_37cb6c2d_54a8_4a97_8e02_6238f5][bookmark: _LINE__35_0e7aef6a_5ee3_494e_82a0_33d399][bookmark: _LINE__36_3e93cfc0_e8e6_4893_a5c3_326e5f]15.  Terms of participation for Secretary of State and Attorney General candidates.  The commission shall establish terms of participation for Secretary of State and Attorney General candidates that allow candidates to qualify and participate starting with the 2028 election cycle. The terms of participation established by the commission must set forth the seed money contribution limits, the number of qualifying contributions and the amount of revenue to be distributed from the fund and the timing of such distributions. When establishing the terms of participation, the commission shall consider the terms of participation for gubernatorial and legislative candidates set forth in this chapter, including an assessment of the difficulty of certification under this section and distribution amounts available to participating Senate and House candidates and gubernatorial candidates relative to the population of Senate and House districts and the State.  The commission may establish different terms of participation for Secretary of State candidates and Attorney General candidates. 
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1050ff06_8a4a_4eb6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__77356440_e922_4732_bf9b_2][bookmark: _PAR__6_411b894b_6461_4ad7_b31e_e15cfc56][bookmark: _LINE__37_3d9f0128_2c2b_48bb_986b_1064b6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0e64561b_d7c5_44fd][bookmark: _LINE__38_39fbe782_8443_4507_a224_f46a63]Sec. 14.  21-A MRSA §1126, as amended by PL 2023, c. 211, §5, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7342079e_e14e_4395_9ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b9389ff1_0db5_454e_b47f_3f23][bookmark: _PAR__8_8a3b21ac_40ee_426c_b23e_676a0cee][bookmark: _LINE__40_39d2ed93_6304_4963_903f_7b7a4d][bookmark: _LINE__41_ac02e369_9ca0_4cb0_9bd5_b6f222][bookmark: _LINE__42_d81d7442_9b70_4479_b826_a19967][bookmark: _LINE__43_ff49db08_4a75_4a5e_9cfa_f22016][bookmark: _LINE__44_8aed522c_4fc6_432e_9a8c_5f877f][bookmark: _LINE__45_133ff11c_f346_464c_890c_e91b9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__537ff13e_5797_4ea1_90][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__2b121ed9_32c8_42ec_8315_a3b][bookmark: _PAGE__4_00670fe9_c259_40ba_bf12_b081e58][bookmark: _PAR__1_51333c58_db29_4655_9c82_5f3d68c9][bookmark: _LINE__1_032947ef_d365_4084_9cb9_f869f9f][bookmark: _LINE__2_592c5179_dcdf_4147_b3a7_05ea095][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3acb4d5e_ae67_41f8_a23][bookmark: _LINE__3_2b099c14_d4c4_4ae6_9d80_55a7c40]The commission shall adopt rules to ensure effective administration of this chapter.  These rules must include but may not be limited to procedures for obtaining qualifying contributions, certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate, circumstances involving special elections, recounts, collection of revenues for the fund, distribution of fund revenue to certified candidates, return of unspent fund disbursements, disposition of equipment purchased with clean election funds, terms of participation for Secretary of State and Attorney General candidates and compliance with the Maine Clean Election Act.  Rules of the commission required by this section are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _CONTINGENT_EFFECTIVE__25eeaf65_be53_43f][bookmark: _PAR__2_e47198e4_0bb5_40e0_85d0_951aeeb0][bookmark: _LINE__4_d887623b_1315_4be1_9fd9_a66a8d8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__14584dbe_dde0_4772][bookmark: _LINE__5_340a5a94_39ca_4d2b_927d_9d97ab0][bookmark: _LINE__6_0a304848_fb6b_4152_99ee_e60e0a4][bookmark: _LINE__7_cb714351_915b_460b_9891_34f7e15]Sec. 15.  Contingent effective date. This Act takes effect only if a resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Maine takes effect to provide for the popular election of and to apply ranked-choice voting to elections for the offices of Secretary of State and Attorney General.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_e372656d_ce04_4d7d_9301_8b861f3f][bookmark: _LINE__9_c12d5bef_7dae_4163_b8e5_a914404][bookmark: _LINE__10_db11cf3b_c69b_45fc_a02c_cea2fe][bookmark: _LINE__11_d998de53_a703_4a6b_98c7_184938][bookmark: _LINE__12_2a096888_1b38_4455_97e7_cf09bb][bookmark: _LINE__13_97279aaf_e578_4a92_a6f9_42b006]This bill allows candidates for the offices of Secretary of State and Attorney General to participate in the Maine Clean Election Act beginning with the 2028 election cycle.  The legislation will take effect only if a resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Maine takes effect to provide for the popular election of and to apply ranked-choice voting to elections for the offices of Secretary of State and Attorney General.
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