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Resolve, to Increase Transparency and Evaluate Emergency Response Through a COVID-19 Review Commission
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__93b4feed_bce5_4a2d_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__9c297522_bb40_45b6_91e4_102e4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__5b14f6c8_5578_446a_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_42bc288d_cd98_436a_af71_787aba2][bookmark: _PAR__1_2d4d1009_6163_4e08_8141_5834d012][bookmark: _LINE__1_f5217ab3_df05_4e79_a795_e100f39][bookmark: _LINE__2_e00e67b4_9561_44ee_bf32_e292de3]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_265b1518_9715_463f_8a22_9033a629][bookmark: _LINE__3_f08cf681_d6f7_4935_b95e_7e80a94][bookmark: _LINE__4_c3782e42_6a50_435b_a835_c15d095][bookmark: _LINE__5_3012e349_47b9_44ea_aa5f_33f7cd3][bookmark: _LINE__6_e72e9680_b17b_470b_b578_dba2d79][bookmark: _LINE__7_5107917d_8b06_40e8_a700_ca9645c][bookmark: _LINE__8_0eb8a678_2e89_4582_9f23_cf6356e][bookmark: _LINE__9_ba02031f_3a70_4665_bed5_c4e3e33][bookmark: _LINE__10_5ae8ded5_0465_42b2_8756_666b5d][bookmark: _LINE__11_c1ed6376_fd7f_479a_af9d_2056e6]Whereas, this resolve establishes the COVID-19 Review Commission to review and collect information regarding the executive orders related to the declared COVID-19 emergency; review contracts entered into related to executing the Governor's emergency proclamation and related executive orders and the data related to COVID-19 collected by the Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, including suicide attempts and deaths and drug-related hospitalizations and deaths; study the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention's response, including testing and use of contact tracing; and study the policies and rules connected to COVID-19 implemented by various state departments; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6807a920_ce0b_4165_8f36_0d0d20b8][bookmark: _LINE__12_a97dbebe_6a8c_49ba_ae3a_c4b7d0][bookmark: _LINE__13_48a58e08_2a84_4e99_8a88_4c2a68][bookmark: _LINE__14_e8e741f4_21ea_43a1_bc79_32c57d]Whereas, the review must be initiated before the 90-day period expires in order that the study may be completed and a report submitted in time for consideration during the next legislative session; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2803043f_7d81_4dcc_ada8_b324e980][bookmark: _LINE__15_45db71ef_8930_4f78_a924_6c5602][bookmark: _LINE__16_b8817cca_fcfa_4a69_bfb5_d98833][bookmark: _LINE__17_3782a4ed_f3fb_4e63_a61f_ca2b7c][bookmark: _LINE__18_4cd8ef92_6036_4a5f_9e0d_7018e1]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__3b22269c_52a9][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__da179df0_821e_40b7_a8][bookmark: _PAR__5_09b829f9_5451_492d_bdf6_832b5570][bookmark: _LINE__19_8dc37ce0_7261_42d4_948f_934e5e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0d917da5_26f9_4443][bookmark: _LINE__20_460e6369_1fdb_45ff_b0ab_8b5d76]Sec. 1.  Commission established.  Resolved:  That the COVID-19 Review Commission, referred to in this resolve as "the commission," is established.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b6c9c8b0_2371][bookmark: _PAR__6_9b4befe2_18cd_413d_815a_a6c97694][bookmark: _LINE__21_7274281a_43d4_4f8a_8eae_99e420][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e23161aa_78af_4117][bookmark: _LINE__22_4354b665_6e74_4c0a_a545_cf62f5][bookmark: _LINE__23_39db4c6c_d846_4152_b46f_28da03]Sec. 2.  Commission membership.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the commission consists of the Commissioner of Health and Human Services or the commissioner's designee and 13 other members appointed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9e17e52f_9dc5_4ece_a56e_38f6d7b1][bookmark: _LINE__24_86c047e4_5c8c_47e8_8557_7e724f][bookmark: _LINE__25_25ebc8ac_54ce_4a82_8f55_1624d1]1. Four members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, including 2 members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature; 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_018746f9_2170_4a87_9389_1fee302b][bookmark: _LINE__26_aa033289_2ccd_4d5d_8822_dda438][bookmark: _LINE__27_45bc9c69_8b62_47c0_bd0a_d4a97a][bookmark: _LINE__28_da69ebfd_d710_45a5_a4b2_3f170b]2. Eight members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, including 4 members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_da6e0f0d_1c27_4177_981f_47ec426a][bookmark: _LINE__29_9364bcaa_d391_46b7_a84a_9d7c8f][bookmark: _LINE__30_4f565c21_64fa_4935_be2f_fdf694]3.  One member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House who is not a member of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__625b922f_f4f8][bookmark: _PAR__10_3acf5877_ac67_4cd1_a130_f3a2b7c][bookmark: _LINE__31_fb0c1300_af43_4077_be47_d8d8ab][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e60cefe8_5ca2_4130][bookmark: _LINE__32_b151d848_5d61_47ed_9171_a67cc6][bookmark: _LINE__33_5c1c86e4_990c_45a9_9e89_d3b28d]Sec. 3.  Chairs.  Resolved:  That the first-named Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of the commission.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__bac2d389_bf0d][bookmark: _PAR__11_6f6bf431_8ade_4936_8a75_e23698c][bookmark: _LINE__34_0c044784_4611_486e_b9e2_094639][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a9ba21e7_904a_43d3][bookmark: _LINE__35_dfcae36f_4b55_4953_bdb0_7649f9][bookmark: _LINE__36_dd0ee11d_cf8c_440c_a8d1_f70be9][bookmark: _LINE__37_456482f8_a515_47dc_b89c_4e63cd][bookmark: _LINE__38_d05aebe6_3482_4373_a8e9_85c326][bookmark: _LINE__39_53adea3f_a78a_4f0c_8790_82e2ef][bookmark: _LINE__40_c9d41174_a7d3_42cf_b5bc_4ded71][bookmark: _LINE__41_4b5b1166_e08d_4078_83dd_f3404e]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of commission.  Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve. The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed. After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the commission. If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the commission to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__1c218f4d_60cb][bookmark: _PAR__12_13c82b4d_9a4e_4ce7_ac27_24505d2][bookmark: _LINE__42_4b4a0d3a_49f8_49f2_aa75_e2791e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e1263e6f_a254_46a3]Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the commission shall:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_c633a9b4_bb59_4c24_8629_b2e4add][bookmark: _PAR__1_37a9b8d3_cbc8_45a3_98c5_ee16ab3d][bookmark: _LINE__1_64e4ea9a_7522_4508_8dc0_e023e65][bookmark: _LINE__2_586306c4_fe22_4771_843f_47acce5][bookmark: _LINE__3_429b072a_a101_4364_a818_0269299]1.  Study the State's response to coronavirus disease 2019, referred to in this resolve as COVID-19, and state laws, rules and policies governing that response in the State, including but not limited to executive orders related to the declared COVID-19 emergency;
[bookmark: _PAR__2_bd9eefb0_cb1c_4178_a0d0_f1b81c26][bookmark: _LINE__4_4f75512e_51a2_41cc_ba59_c0cd2b0][bookmark: _LINE__5_e2cea8e2_c5a1_4c77_87f9_f738502]2.  Review contracts entered into related to executing the Governor's emergency proclamation and related executive orders;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_16d90f81_6cab_4aae_9ac9_36da0230][bookmark: _LINE__6_f814ae07_8fee_49d0_b86e_1e3dd63][bookmark: _LINE__7_f5d3008d_0983_48fb_a3a5_8f0a8b0][bookmark: _LINE__8_f7c7a1dc_7fda_4fec_bdc6_99b2fe8]3.  Review the data related to COVID-19 collected by the Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, including suicide attempts and deaths and drug-related hospitalizations and deaths;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_690ab0b3_b131_4dfc_88fc_3140e633][bookmark: _LINE__9_a004a7aa_1897_4111_9cb4_d248cf8][bookmark: _LINE__10_7fe3eefd_7696_41e6_a21c_eb741c]4.  Study the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention's response, including testing and use of contact tracing;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_98bfd3d7_72f2_4c39_8395_0608df79][bookmark: _LINE__11_10641be0_802b_479c_94de_cd043b][bookmark: _LINE__12_d7809a53_e44b_44f3_8d23_4f24ae][bookmark: _LINE__13_853544f1_265b_4627_82f3_d63339][bookmark: _LINE__14_c2e34d5a_958d_4f92_80da_626371]5. Study the policies and rules connected to COVID-19 implemented by the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of Education, the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Maine Emergency Management Agency and the Department of Economic and Community Development; 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_efdcab33_2b3b_4988_a0d0_ff528509][bookmark: _LINE__15_1678d81c_c6cb_4244_9ca6_00f78b]6. Review federal, state and local intergovernmental coordination; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_030b5c36_6887_432f_a66c_5b25deb2][bookmark: _LINE__16_922fe233_3967_49af_8457_baa86f][bookmark: _LINE__17_cc59f99a_b208_43d3_8446_017146]7. Review distribution of vaccines, including the use of public and private methods for distribution; 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0742b712_e85e_47cb_8791_ee8d1ef8][bookmark: _LINE__18_cd9807ce_1aaa_4ff8_8a15_c67b80][bookmark: _LINE__19_d2819e1a_2be6_448c_8c43_f81ca8]8. Review the availability of medical equipment and supplies, including personal protective equipment; 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_0b1184fc_b45e_4416_9e3e_1cdfe87d][bookmark: _LINE__20_e5cf76a6_8497_476a_8b30_b593b9][bookmark: _LINE__21_bf25e41f_4682_452e_9a27_a61713]9. Review interagency communication and information sharing, including review of accountability and preparedness regarding executive emergency proclamation powers; 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_56e9108b_93e9_4875_b790_a767984][bookmark: _LINE__22_0877e349_51b0_41bb_8a4f_8ec87c]10. Review responses of hospitals, nursing homes and other congregate settings; 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_c2620e4c_590c_45e1_8a67_4fa5631][bookmark: _LINE__23_f4da0e0d_450b_430a_9d2e_8bde8c]11. Review economic relief policies; 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4552978b_32d6_4c24_894f_6f2d32a][bookmark: _LINE__24_ac04912b_3fb1_49af_9abb_6815f0][bookmark: _LINE__25_36cf4e7b_909c_46c4_9787_bb5d98][bookmark: _LINE__26_d5260352_8d68_4b85_b3ef_39f115]12. Review overall health and economic effects on communities, including racial and ethnic minority populations, of COVID-19 infections and deaths and the response of the State to mitigate those effects; 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_6e3c7e8f_c30a_4479_b299_dbce745][bookmark: _LINE__27_e4c225b1_67f3_4305_8fe3_87ef2a][bookmark: _LINE__28_74ab671b_6af0_4b3f_9109_2bb293]13. Review state, county and municipal government preparedness and response to executive orders related to the declared COVID-19 emergency; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a76cb8f2_f70d_4eef_a277_996227e][bookmark: _LINE__29_8d56f15a_3c73_4827_933e_20b5f4][bookmark: _LINE__30_e64ee3b6_649c_4550_9b4e_fc6622]14.  Study any other matters related to the COVID-19 response as required by the commission.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__7b91229e_296a][bookmark: _PAR__15_415d5b9d_9184_43a8_ba9f_057ee26][bookmark: _LINE__31_7d38d7a0_ec94_424c_ad44_11c96a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8755c3ba_a6f3_4721][bookmark: _LINE__32_45e60be7_cb81_412f_8e01_2f6b8e]Sec. 6.  Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the commission.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__d518414b_655f][bookmark: _PAR__16_ec60ecfa_8895_409c_b498_37288e0][bookmark: _LINE__33_f8f5b2b7_cc7d_4b69_806d_af803f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2ccea632_8279_439f][bookmark: _LINE__34_06cea2ce_7f88_4618_bc01_fb2535][bookmark: _LINE__35_4407e0bc_968e_4d06_902c_c3d5b0][bookmark: _LINE__36_052f5606_f01f_40ff_8f76_b24250][bookmark: _LINE__37_e6a59a92_aa41_4b6f_a5a2_a77174]Sec. 7.  Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than December 3, 2025, the commission shall submit a report based on its review that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services.  The joint standing committee may report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature based on the report.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__e94f398b_2b98_4253_81][bookmark: _PAR__17_dd8bfd62_a672_4ecb_a618_063173f][bookmark: _LINE__38_1e00b104_89f7_4e9c_b861_616dd7][bookmark: _LINE__39_a5dfcb58_583d_4932_a90e_6dff73]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__fef12f0e_a95e_413c_99d0_1ad7b9][bookmark: _PAGE__3_9c8d6321_7796_4b75_b9e3_f53ea01][bookmark: _PAR__1_e670fa34_c25c_40ac_bee2_39980eb2][bookmark: _LINE__1_ff67dcc1_bfb4_4592_b72b_58b1d01]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_6b25f176_67af_4c9d_ac1b_e4a180cb][bookmark: _LINE__2_06e7e135_a984_4f60_8d24_699942f][bookmark: _LINE__3_105f592f_283e_41a0_ac5b_e6ed1b3][bookmark: _LINE__4_90e71717_61cb_4f3d_8318_9fb6a6a][bookmark: _LINE__5_33ac4e56_0cdf_4f3e_a56d_5307dc4][bookmark: _LINE__6_3aa44452_8c4b_4d06_a233_760fcd3][bookmark: _LINE__7_390e1c98_b3b1_494d_8d22_0ed4c0b][bookmark: _LINE__8_a4ced7c6_66a7_494f_b4fc_45af607][bookmark: _LINE__9_bace1394_250e_494b_8ba4_c6fbeb1][bookmark: _LINE__10_06d3e138_d0e4_46a1_9e3b_9e0e94][bookmark: _LINE__11_8f067efa_6f4c_4541_b133_c6bb51][bookmark: _LINE__12_39793139_155e_4aa5_b2f9_9c4f5f][bookmark: _LINE__13_0e2eb583_d60c_404c_a715_c179fe][bookmark: _LINE__14_024757e2_1cac_4d46_8abc_480976][bookmark: _LINE__15_a0734923_0a04_4c4f_94a3_edb968][bookmark: _LINE__16_be0f24b2_f8da_4478_b034_f31efb]This resolve establishes the COVID-19 Review Commission to review and study the State's response to COVID-19 and state laws, rules and policies governing that response in the State, including the executive orders related to the declared COVID-19 emergency; contracts entered into related to executing the Governor's emergency proclamation and related executive orders and the data related to COVID-19 collected by the Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, including suicide attempts and deaths and drug-related hospitalizations and deaths; the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention's response, including testing and use of contact tracing; and the policies and rules connected to COVID-19 implemented by the Department of Health and Human Services; the Department of Education; the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Maine Emergency Management Agency; and the Department of Economic and Community Development.  The commission is required to submit a report based on its review that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services no later than December 3, 2025.
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