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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0034626_8a95_4e81_9bd2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a385f3b8_2d1c_4808_91c4_69f][bookmark: _PAR__4_506dd433_826f_4a8c_81cc_0f0448b4][bookmark: _LINE__6_c63e9876_d17d_4308_b126_a9d686b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__695db619_73c5_47e9_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__648c8196_13df_4e7b_bf5][bookmark: _LINE__7_85b75b7d_5587_466c_97ac_bccf8c9][bookmark: _LINE__8_e6e59dd3_ee00_4ddf_a187_b710729][bookmark: _LINE__9_31976bbc_56c6_4923_9b3d_3c61bed][bookmark: _LINE__10_d3f29652_6b5a_4aa9_8680_3be8a8][bookmark: _LINE__11_6622e8cc_9b93_48d7_b23c_fdf100][bookmark: _LINE__12_2702e972_d28d_4db8_8cad_bbf28f]1.  Complaint by county commissioners.  Whenever the county commissioners find that the sheriff is not faithfully or efficiently performing any duty imposed by this chapter or that the sheriff is improperly exercising or acting outside the sheriff's authority, such as gross deviation in ethical behavior or engaging in criminal conduct, the commissioners may file a complaint with the Governor describing in detail the facts of those actions or omissions and requesting that the Governor remove the sheriff from office and appoint another sheriff in that office for the remainder of the term.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8175c3c6_bead_487f_b09f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d7860697_a442_4ded_8616_05d][bookmark: _PAR__6_b4a6eb53_0470_45a4_9be4_b43dcf1e][bookmark: _LINE__17_ce71e974_7feb_4abf_9c87_fb3db0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__90278fc2_3106_4e30_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1a786818_89f1_430f_848][bookmark: _LINE__18_f902f176_b625_4ad9_a097_76fbf1][bookmark: _LINE__19_b5fb8ea2_6f52_41fd_adb1_0ec161][bookmark: _LINE__20_d6d268dc_2824_4b0c_b536_c2ac36][bookmark: _LINE__21_1da7dc20_a311_4ca7_a5ca_e3f79a][bookmark: _LINE__22_c2755a8a_47d1_4076_94db_cdd0aa][bookmark: _LINE__23_1e9fc9b4_9ed9_47be_a4e7_13ec00][bookmark: _LINE__24_5b31210f_bf34_4d7e_99a7_07574d][bookmark: _LINE__25_5552e1e4_5d97_4b2d_a95f_759fdc]3.  Court procedures.  Upon receipt of the complaint, the Superior Court shall schedule a hearing in which the county commissioners shall present their case to the court supported by one or more affidavits and any other evidence.  The sheriff may rebut the allegations and provide one or more affidavits and other evidence in defense against the complaint.  If the court finds sufficient cause, the court shall forward the matter to the Governor for review and may place the sheriff on administrative leave with pay.  If the court determines the matter requires more investigation, the court may refer the matter to the Attorney General with instructions to report back to the court or to forward the results of the investigation to the Governor.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_feae8bd5_f156_4a51_87cd_0402eabc][bookmark: _LINE__27_74f41829_9d00_4188_a79e_18bdef][bookmark: _LINE__28_40c3d4f9_de23_4d04_93fe_bb9a28][bookmark: _LINE__29_ee136703_20d1_4408_81a7_b7cc5b][bookmark: _LINE__30_738de7dc_f6ae_4007_8637_2b74d7][bookmark: _LINE__31_ecad0002_4af6_4cf7_9dde_f27aaf][bookmark: _LINE__32_60dabf3e_b333_4589_a3f3_fd2ccd][bookmark: _LINE__33_9d9e2944_ec6d_4fba_b923_f079e3][bookmark: _LINE__34_441b98a0_e51d_43ba_a4d3_d4ce79]This bill creates procedures for a majority of the county commissioners of a county to file a complaint with the Superior Court in the county to remove the sheriff for improper, unethical or criminal behavior.  After a hearing in which evidence may be presented by both sides, if the court finds cause, the court is required to forward the matter to the Governor for consideration of removal of the sheriff from office and may place the sheriff on administrative leave with pay.  If the court determines the matter requires more investigation, the court may refer the matter to the Attorney General with instructions to report back to the court or to forward the results of the investigation to the Governor.
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