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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0a48db66_ea6f_46d9_96ca_6f42][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e85bf2da_cb74_4535_967][bookmark: _PAR__4_8becfb59_7be8_4c9b_8052_0b6f431c][bookmark: _LINE__4_ac392a4b_40a3_4fb1_80dd_d528567][bookmark: _LINE__5_e35f672b_65c6_4c27_a94a_ac34ab6][bookmark: _LINE__6_d33f9a1e_e59b_410c_a528_87018b5][bookmark: _LINE__7_0b248ac5_83c1_4ebf_8668_e2aac7d][bookmark: _LINE__8_2966c5af_abb3_4e26_beb1_6a84c5d][bookmark: _LINE__9_5925a927_5bcf_440c_8d59_ba3e2e7][bookmark: _LINE__10_93eea414_4f7b_4fd4_906c_77a3ff][bookmark: _LINE__11_c03ac0ed_89a9_4af1_9ded_33ea51][bookmark: _LINE__12_d7c949c6_0423_4b83_8bde_d139f6][bookmark: _LINE__13_a9efb607_390c_4c08_8cd9_6376d8][bookmark: _LINE__14_9113d600_6619_46b5_b076_47473e]An entity seeking to undertake research on the development of floating offshore wind energy projects pursuant to 30 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 585 on the outer continental shelf in the Gulf of Maine may petition the commission to enter into or to order an entity to enter into any long-term contracts to facilitate that research.  Consistent with the legislative findings and goals of the Maine Wind Energy Act and with the regulations regarding renewable energy and alternate uses of existing facilities on the outer continental shelf adopted by the federal Department of the Interior, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management in 30 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 585, the commission shall negotiate and, to the maximum extent practicable, enter into or, consistent with authority granted under this Title, order another entity to enter into long-term contracts necessary to facilitate that research.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_0a634e54_14bf_492a_b2ea_655a8133][bookmark: _LINE__16_7c4c0f5a_d683_4487_bd0d_1396a0][bookmark: _LINE__17_a525e0a4_545a_49e4_b438_764746][bookmark: _LINE__18_f562982f_60df_4714_a31c_663abe][bookmark: _LINE__19_49bcb4fb_3f72_4b27_9db5_240bcb][bookmark: _LINE__20_22c4d6dd_b842_4b25_92f9_a93e66]This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to negotiate and, to the maximum extent practicable, enter into or, consistent with authority granted under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, order another entity to enter into long-term contracts necessary to facilitate research on the development of floating offshore wind energy projects on the outer continental shelf in the Gulf of Maine.
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