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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4b66c8c0_63bd_49ef_8a16][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c4935bb4_7035_42c3_bad5_666][bookmark: _PAR__4_3d35c740_bdc4_4cbe_969b_f7f0198a][bookmark: _LINE__15_74cee3bc_8e11_4cdc_8d71_232af9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__82ccc14f_ebe9_43aa_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f7cae09b_2016_485b_80d][bookmark: _LINE__16_403a0f5b_dd03_4ffd_912c_386391][bookmark: _LINE__17_9384eeb7_6fd4_4dca_8bb2_496293]4.  Data; confidentiality.  Data provided to the office under subsection 3 is confidential to the same extent it is confidential while in the custody of the entity that provided the data to the office.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1319f1ce_5c03_47a8_948a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d9476b93_6bd8_4079_9658_d9f][bookmark: _PAR__5_2189f08e_e4dd_426b_b60f_54f0f9ef][bookmark: _LINE__18_4d87ceea_4241_434d_b14d_49373e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c9e239f6_d068_4edf_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c4c87068_755c_4c40_a0d][bookmark: _LINE__19_1c455d23_8c80_42e3_9530_925a99][bookmark: _LINE__20_4930cf47_ddde_4208_91d1_d04a7a][bookmark: _LINE__21_a1439aac_498d_4e72_b696_214e10][bookmark: _LINE__22_df277028_519a_42b1_a2dc_76ee41][bookmark: _LINE__23_e2e67652_a145_4ff4_b6ea_de9cb5][bookmark: _LINE__24_531ed99e_4107_4d80_8277_fdee22]5.  Supervision; employees.  The director shall supervise the staff of the office in accordance with policies adopted by the legislative oversight committee and consistent with the policies of the Legislative Council.  The director shall prepare and present a biennial budget to the Legislative Council for its approval.  Employees of the office must be nonpartisan.  Employees of the office are employed by and are responsible to the director, who shall hire and fix the compensation of each employee, subject to the approval of the Legislative Council and within resources available in the biennial budget.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__36554338_c78f_46b2_8d06_a70][bookmark: _PAR__12_9c5cad59_cac4_473f_bfb5_ee88b48][bookmark: _LINE__41_2d4a2d28_23f5_4bb4_bf05_c8da3a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bbbf3035_22ea_4bde_a10f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__af08a0a0_787d_447b_adf][bookmark: _LINE__42_12d50b96_1967_4503_8645_2151d8][bookmark: _LINE__43_b17fad43_3fbc_4708_9817_07193a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__49aad1c7_a5cb_41ee_9a50_446][bookmark: _PAGE__3_1bfd0d63_d5eb_4ccc_9d6f_dfee36b][bookmark: _PAR__1_8e6da429_2529_4d36_86bc_e15190a7][bookmark: _LINE__1_b144f2b8_e9a5_4765_8abd_b70130e][bookmark: _LINE__2_093073b4_ffa5_4618_82c5_ba7307f](1)  Four members appointed by the President of the Senate, including one member who represents hospital interests, one member who represents primary care provider interests, one member who represents the interests of older residents of this State and one member who represents a health care consumer advocacy organization; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__eb925248_962f_4125_b61a_a77][bookmark: _PAR__2_1017ea32_4327_4c00_b011_07a667c6][bookmark: _LINE__3_33785262_4bb5_42b0_b0f6_e0d7d3b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1887c7e5_3d1f_4df9_a835][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d27e3c7c_bbe0_4e4a_996][bookmark: _LINE__4_31517e88_b8fb_45ee_954e_77178bb][bookmark: _LINE__5_68312e93_c948_429d_99d0_f3f703a][bookmark: _LINE__6_3f50fc4a_20f3_47ca_a2fd_9d6d211][bookmark: _LINE__7_ef16f303_5f26_4252_a023_a394e73](2)  Four members appointed by the Speaker of the House, including one member who represents health insurance interests, one member who represents purchasers of health care, one member with demonstrated expertise in health care delivery, health care management at a senior level or health care finance and administration and one member who represents the health care workforce; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f699111a_fbef_42fb_9808_3e9][bookmark: _PAR__5_4b54004b_ecd0_463c_800e_3469e927][bookmark: _LINE__12_709872a9_a96a_4866_a1ac_c8213b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__25bbc91c_c6c5_4403_a5a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__518351dc_9f4a_4a69_8bb][bookmark: _LINE__13_105dd6ea_aef7_4331_ac92_d18346](2)  The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services or the commissioner's designee.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__520c0b04_86d1_4a1a_8be5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__053d02f6_1062_4d50_9536_5f6][bookmark: _PAR__6_bc839a5f_2a80_42b0_989c_820280f4][bookmark: _LINE__14_e3eea7bb_f412_4808_b8f1_9a468e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3918a446_fcfc_4908_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cd413517_0d43_4836_9f6][bookmark: _LINE__15_fce95837_8cd5_4dd3_93e5_3b685c][bookmark: _LINE__16_ad41f524_8043_4684_89cc_2e00d2][bookmark: _LINE__17_14dd8ded_820b_44aa_aef0_c2c710]3.  Terms of office.  Appointed members of the advisory council serve 5-year terms and may be reappointed.  A vacancy for an unexpired term must be filled in accordance with subsection 2, paragraph A or B.  A member may serve until a replacement is appointed and qualified.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__08090f5f_d037_490b_84b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c663b4b5_27cf_4217_8c25_324][bookmark: _PAR__7_990c6254_10ce_45c6_a7a2_6f967c5d][bookmark: _LINE__18_4681f5a4_17ea_4f16_9178_8f9ee4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b26c93fd_51c4_4a4c_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9e5c50a3_bdb9_4d83_a7d][bookmark: _LINE__19_c1e253e4_5774_477f_a406_1f1800]4.  Chair; vice-chair.  The advisory council shall annually elect a chair and a vice-chair from among its members.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9f484cf9_8628_4ad0_96a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__24de846f_ce5e_4bec_a513_cb6][bookmark: _PAR__8_f15b1444_6c93_4c5c_bc12_a3472a7d][bookmark: _LINE__20_e61c8b95_9bc4_41ac_8461_7da912][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e68e7a85_8dbe_4598_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__36443e76_5f26_4402_874]5.  Quorum.  Five voting members of the advisory council constitute a quorum.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c5a7540e_4de9_42b0_baa3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c0792fac_92a9_4ded_82e9_b92][bookmark: _PAR__9_4f849921_e926_4329_b14d_ba32b175][bookmark: _LINE__21_50b6bad4_2ae2_48c0_82d6_d47b7d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c077b934_2c79_4b54_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a0f3e7cb_b325_4487_973][bookmark: _LINE__22_9394324c_3f6c_437a_a917_34ece6]6.  Affirmative vote.  An affirmative vote of a majority of the voting members is required for any action taken by the advisory council.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__47fe91a7_0c91_46da_8cb7][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ad524a11_4961_4daf_b77c_7f4][bookmark: _PAR__10_5a1fe339_83b6_4527_83db_b0a88c7][bookmark: _LINE__23_dfada9d8_db34_4de2_b834_d91e6c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b31c2d43_0b9d_4c3a_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__34b5d2dc_169d_40fe_b95][bookmark: _LINE__24_d355a212_b6cf_471f_a91e_aa1f3f][bookmark: _LINE__25_89528cc3_6828_4a7c_a01f_3d06e7][bookmark: _LINE__26_1b6a413e_9bb0_4d78_af1e_2f2bb3]7.  Meetings.  The advisory council shall meet at least once every 2 months and may also meet at other times at the call of the chair.  Meetings may be cancelled or postponed at the discretion of the chair.  All meetings of the advisory council are public proceedings within the meaning of Title 1, chapter 13, subchapter 1.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__308df757_22a0_45df_a065][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__67eac80b_3428_4184_a614_23b][bookmark: _PAR__11_eb286456_1543_428c_9a0a_6043a0b][bookmark: _LINE__27_daa2dcb7_5d4c_4919_a235_ecfe87][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__98e9e7f2_07b7_4f66_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9c697c4e_b1f1_4ea4_a96][bookmark: _LINE__28_ccbed5ff_fbee_4a21_9432_72de54][bookmark: _LINE__29_3b6d0d18_3885_47f5_ab60_0e5b30][bookmark: _LINE__30_25481de9_6e8f_4d72_8801_359e28][bookmark: _LINE__31_1477e8dc_b883_4198_b555_48541d]8.  Recusal.  A member of the advisory council with a conflict of interest shall elect to be recused.  For purposes of this subsection, "conflict of interest" means any instance in which a member, staff member or contractor of the advisory council or an immediate family member of the member, staff member or contractor of the advisory council has received or could receive either of the following:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7f9feea6_ac69_4766_8d66][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__83374e3b_5746_413c_8aa2_e918][bookmark: _PAR__12_8022e7fc_5518_48c5_94a2_b3a8d75][bookmark: _LINE__32_4e6be751_18fd_4986_baf4_47befd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c6e220cd_8b64_42ad_b02][bookmark: _LINE__33_0ce68072_8886_4e31_aaba_708c23]A.  A direct financial benefit of any amount deriving from the results or findings of a study or determination by or for the advisory council; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5d451ada_b0d3_4897_b4a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0abbb4ef_8132_4354_ba2e_ba7a][bookmark: _PAR__13_cb3d2ac9_aed5_45b2_9ec2_c0ad7ca][bookmark: _LINE__34_f6606d7f_eef7_40b9_8321_28432a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8cebeb10_64f6_4d51_8a0][bookmark: _LINE__35_3b6d06cb_bcd5_41d6_b300_3b94b5][bookmark: _LINE__36_7c654d29_e6d4_4338_abe8_242ad1][bookmark: _LINE__37_30c3ed05_ea08_4b00_b61b_81cafe][bookmark: _LINE__38_16d7f791_6499_4ff2_ab21_fb3d42][bookmark: _LINE__39_1dca1acd_0208_4484_9bdf_a83c40][bookmark: _LINE__40_ed2da26b_fb5f_4e53_b254_4e06b8]B.  A financial benefit from individuals or companies that own or manufacture prescription drugs or health care services or items to be studied by the advisory council that in the aggregate exceeds $5,000 per year.  For purposes of this paragraph, "financial benefit" includes honoraria, fees, stock or other financial benefit and the current value of already existing stock holdings, in addition to any direct financial benefit deriving from the results or findings of a study or determination by or for the advisory council. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__16af3d15_cc4e_44dd_9572_7db3][bookmark: _PAR__14_556f3677_4b4d_44a0_8f6c_cff9089][bookmark: _LINE__41_62eecf8b_235e_4f2d_bcda_b6fb05][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fe4eb72d_e1d5_449a_8bc5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__de888e46_7d04_4b5f_b6]§1024.  Annual public hearing
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dd0e94ef_bcf1_40cb_8830_4dbd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__251070bf_4c1c_4e73_a23][bookmark: _PAGE__4_b107849c_bf1b_449c_84c0_56bfd95][bookmark: _PAR__1_515cfe37_8754_47e3_b2b6_45c69350][bookmark: _LINE__1_187af9f1_88a3_489f_a842_7b2d32a][bookmark: _LINE__2_c439e78c_81ee_4390_a743_97b8a4b][bookmark: _LINE__3_7b7656dc_0b58_409a_b0c0_1abf6b6][bookmark: _LINE__4_dacfa518_5af2_40cd_8464_ef3c750]Beginning in 2022, the office shall convene an annual public hearing on cost trends no later than October 1st annually.  The hearing must provide an opportunity for public comment on health care cost trends.  The advisory council, the legislative oversight committee and the director shall preside over the hearing.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__a00eaaab_1b34_4603_b3f4_0cb3][bookmark: _PAR__2_2415c035_b710_41c2_bd9f_5ab5a9b2][bookmark: _LINE__5_9cb7d307_f49e_4563_a39c_5fa8acb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c78ea82e_14c2_4b23_ae70][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__813c3464_836b_47f3_b2]§1025.  Annual report
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e985c6dc_011e_45b6_976][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3af3c7df_116a_4a80_a8ab_1fa7][bookmark: _PAR__3_1da7d166_6e36_44f4_baa5_f608edd9][bookmark: _LINE__6_7a5d3d2f_4a8a_4399_ba1a_b26acac][bookmark: _LINE__7_4d0ffb31_182c_4647_9de7_3c233ea][bookmark: _LINE__8_2041af48_b5b2_4c02_90ce_ba8b09f][bookmark: _LINE__9_374bd9ee_7846_40dc_9d7b_4b618ed]No later than January 1, 2023 and annually thereafter, the office shall submit an annual report to the legislative oversight committee and the advisory council of its findings in accordance with this chapter.  The report must include a summary of comments received at the annual public hearing convened under section 1024.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__288cf134_1381_45ff][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7affbe71_636c_4bdb_b248_7][bookmark: _PAR__4_2d071a13_97f0_4275_9446_03cd4c69][bookmark: _LINE__10_6fd7f550_c42d_4a6e_9478_b4f6c1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ba69c536_324a_41a6]Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§31-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bdd7d526_8482_4225_bf1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c758f88d_6a77_4778_aaa0_c76][bookmark: _PAR__5_ded5e446_aaa8_4343_9da0_e5148180][bookmark: _LINE__11_61cc4ebd_13ca_4e25_a0a4_46f55c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__34b748e3_7cea_47b4_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__07d6d566_0ff1_4279_84b]31-B.   
	[bookmark: _PAR__6_c2eaa80f_bbe4_4f0d_b3a1_484dfced][bookmark: _LINE__12_1480d124_690e_426f_a4b0_185f09]Health Care
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_d3dba759_c550_442f_a3fc_d6f4bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2fbcff1a_9f83_4f44_a0][bookmark: _LINE__13_9c49604e_ffd7_4cb0_8172_66ae05]Advisory Council on Affordable Health Care
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_3c836b29_3c38_4bb6_bfbc_1e8bc5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__44c7eefb_3bdd_4f43_8f]Expenses Only
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_eeddc0cd_308a_4125_aa26_e2941b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a0f9251f_fbe2_40d8_97]3 MRSA §1023 


[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b2b60bcd_51b4][bookmark: _PAR__7_85ee6c02_ef59_4599_be45_0cd501cb][bookmark: _LINE__14_9a058d88_3050_45fb_830a_240f4e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5f67c697_7b0c_48d1][bookmark: _LINE__15_7674206c_095d_411e_bf68_5cc0a2][bookmark: _LINE__16_eee6e170_b682_48cc_aacc_de16b7][bookmark: _LINE__17_4531ba0a_4856_4b32_a0cb_5f551b][bookmark: _LINE__18_d8393234_523a_4173_9db7_c27708][bookmark: _LINE__19_43b5747a_5d47_4284_ab25_ae6b0e][bookmark: _LINE__20_858cb5c2_1484_4d9e_89b6_2b8697][bookmark: _LINE__21_5c3fbfb9_34bb_4a82_bbab_40a33a]Sec. 3.  Annual reports for 2023 and 2024.  The annual reports due pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 1025 for the calendar years 2023 and 2024 must include, in addition to the requirements contained in section 1025, recommendations to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health coverage, insurance and health and human services matters regarding how to ensure appropriate public health infrastructure throughout the State and how to develop the most effective consumer resource for health care issues that extend beyond access to health insurance coverage.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__6b7a8225_ac12][bookmark: _PAR__8_f59e2df1_1b8a_4171_9ded_4ca0a352][bookmark: _LINE__22_48865009_a918_4982_832c_3b1d5f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6e37150c_0edb_4c58][bookmark: _LINE__23_a91e02d0_804d_4b6a_84c4_c86990][bookmark: _LINE__24_69232875_1b24_428b_beae_d18552][bookmark: _LINE__25_5dda5222_573c_4a33_a0ee_e0c72c][bookmark: _LINE__26_e0f986a4_96a1_4b45_bbed_01cdd1][bookmark: _LINE__27_33f8167e_ad54_4923_bbc0_52a196]Sec. 4.  Staggered terms; Advisory Council on Affordable Health Care.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 3, section 1023, subsection 3, of the members initially appointed to the Advisory Council on Affordable Health Care, 3 members must be appointed to serve initial terms of 2 years, 3 members must be appointed to serve initial terms of 3 years and 2 members must be appointed to serve initial terms of 4 years.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__55ab12ed_a5b6_4129_9828_819698][bookmark: _PAR__9_1c3b0367_f022_4b86_b542_20b1a89a][bookmark: _LINE__28_9aad0ff4_8ed0_4e4d_913e_1380dd]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0844ad07_648f_4269_b8e7_6db8f06][bookmark: _LINE__29_28cac393_3af7_4b74_8d79_6b9423][bookmark: _LINE__30_eefde368_34cb_41c9_bf73_417a72][bookmark: _LINE__31_33ea2b31_0384_46bc_816b_3d29d2][bookmark: _LINE__32_3499f140_de64_474f_a4ea_3e4f82][bookmark: _LINE__33_d6210975_e315_4336_ac25_d564f4][bookmark: _LINE__34_c3e1a129_dd24_4faa_aa26_2ff58e][bookmark: _LINE__35_a813d0d6_eade_42db_a241_866a00][bookmark: _LINE__36_e3a84815_63ab_4014_8a2e_a0ab91]This bill establishes the Office of Affordable Health Care within the Legislature.  The office is charged with analyzing data from the Maine Health Data Organization and the Maine Quality Forum and making recommendations to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health coverage matters on methods to improve the cost-efficient provision of high-quality health care to the residents of this State.  The office is required to hold an annual public hearing on cost trends no later than October 1st annually at which the public may comment on health care cost trends.  The office is required to submit an annual report.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_dc78e73b_cc54_4fbd_b60b_3ba7246][bookmark: _LINE__37_5aec979f_3b2a_4e61_9eb7_f75f8c][bookmark: _LINE__38_0ab63412_44df_44b9_b561_0a10af][bookmark: _LINE__39_09e8d959_25c7_4673_9792_6a1abe][bookmark: _LINE__40_4cda0f7d_7090_4cd2_855b_d998cf][bookmark: _LINE__41_946dca8c_d06c_4ddb_a849_8e6169][bookmark: _LINE__42_11effdd2_c511_436a_9b2a_531738][bookmark: _LINE__43_028be9c1_219f_4862_b477_4399ac][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__f9e6a34f_eb8c_469c_a628_8e9][bookmark: _PAGE__5_b6f48888_af5e_4ffb_aa3e_647196f][bookmark: _PAR__1_0f97af3a_43de_4aab_a527_479f01e7][bookmark: _LINE__1_480d5c0f_1f44_4ac5_a599_758cb21][bookmark: _LINE__2_5e51d512_5dc3_4ca1_9723_b68ba0b][bookmark: _LINE__3_42d1577f_06d1_4b87_8dbd_1c4c253][bookmark: _LINE__4_d2ddf0c0_fb1d_4c9f_924b_d1490ef]The office is independent and nonpartisan, and the legislative committee and an advisory council provide advice on matters affecting health care costs in the State.  The advisory council consists of 8 appointed members, including a member who represents hospital interests, a member who represents primary care provider interests, a member who represents a health care consumer advocacy organization, a member who represents health insurance interests, a member who represents purchasers of health care, a member who represents the health care workforce, a member who represents the interests of older residents of this State and a member with demonstrated expertise in health care delivery, health care management at a senior level or health care finance and administration.  The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services and the Commissioner of Health and Human Services are ex officio members of the advisory council.
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