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L.D. 
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Establish the Commission to Study School Construction Policy and Funding
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__5d996dca_0c5d_497c_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__b03cb47d_405d_419f_a66f_1df49][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e357696a_d75c_45bb_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_58175d48_987b_424e_a7a7_aa16ec9][bookmark: _PAR__1_68e688e9_8009_4c78_8a59_efe94131]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_b988eb07_1d46_46b4_828f_6f05353c]Whereas, this legislation directs the Department of Education to establish the Commission to Study School Construction Policy and Funding; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_57642567_0bba_429b_88a8_d8400693]Whereas, the study must be initiated before the 90-day period expires in order that the study may be completed and a report submitted during the next legislative session; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5e9df1cd_a682_45bb_9bab_a34e6e4f]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__c7df0322_95a0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__d817d7fb_d5ca_4a63_bb][bookmark: _PAR__5_e8c8a0d5_057f_4e06_be35_481051e6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b029db2b_5649_4981]Sec. 1.  Commission established. Resolved:  That the Department of Education shall establish the Commission to Study School Construction Policy and Funding, referred to in this resolve as "the commission."
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__871164b1_4c0f][bookmark: _PAR__6_bf19eaae_c211_4de2_8603_26103dd3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__207b4996_3b72_4d2d]Sec. 2.  Commission membership. Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the commission consists of 16 members as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5e9837bd_c129_4e78_830e_6c58fc26]1. Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, including one member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4ee46736_73f5_4a47_b7db_144e41c9]2. Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, including one member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2c5558df_4637_4aa5_8577_b5099106]3. Nine members appointed by the Governor as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_f7e5ee48_b511_499f_87a8_0789f14]A. Three members who are school superintendents, each member representing a different superintendent region;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_570fb506_0720_458e_9075_95df5d1]B. One member representing the Maine School Boards Association;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5d4e331b_07ac_4379_90ef_98c337a]C. One member representing the Maine Association of School Business Officials;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3f817af4_dbbc_4158_9c58_d016170]D. One member representing the construction industry in the State;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5402f5d7_ee63_46a7_ba6b_a347c17]E. One member representing the Maine Municipal Bond Bank; 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_46aee8ba_b940_4e2e_9779_a62508b]F. One member representing the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of General Services; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_7d29e54d_913a_4f38_8f71_fb8a638]G. One member representing the Maine Municipal Association;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_b572ceff_1bf4_4835_80d4_e7b7762]4. The Commissioner of Education or the commissioner's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_2e12ef91_9074_4ca5_9c06_ad7723f]5. The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services or the commissioner's designee; and
[bookmark: _PAR__19_96078ed4_cea7_4a43_bf29_8335719]6. The chair of the State Board of Education's school construction committee or the chair's designee.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__cecdbf88_4091][bookmark: _PAR__20_c9233aeb_afc6_4240_9534_2dc75fe][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6a56a8da_1e56_461e]Sec. 3.  Chair. Resolved:  That the Commissioner of Education or the commissioner's designee is the chair of the commission.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0e584a2e_7d15][bookmark: _PAR__21_eb414659_867c_4f7e_bbb1_d68acaa][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__14897d88_3fc9_4164][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__769fa54c_cf84_4e08_8be5_da2][bookmark: _PAGE__2_92573311_af8e_473c_a256_4712218][bookmark: _PAR__1_6b1384df_553e_466c_ab7e_a14facf7]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of commission. Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve. The chair may call and convene the first meeting of the commission once all members have been appointed or at any time 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve if a majority of but not all appointments have been made.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__ac4151e4_d92d][bookmark: _PAR__2_2426b148_ad5c_4575_b47e_c8903c0f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c592d514_7b9a_4309]Sec. 5.  Duties; meetings. Resolved:  That the commission shall conduct a comprehensive study to determine the scope of local school construction needs throughout the State and make recommendations for public financing to meet current and future school construction needs. In conducting the study, the commission shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5081683c_a1d8_4d64_bb4f_7bcac5ce]1. Identify the scope of local school construction and renovation needs by reviewing any reports, data and other materials available and inviting comment from those with expertise in school construction, including, but not limited to, the Department of Education, the State Board of Education, municipal governments, school administrative units and the public; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8df3de71_861d_4736_84d0_954a02ee]2. Examine how other states fund public school facilities, including, but not limited to, other state funding mechanisms, revenue sources and financing projects through bonds and other means; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9dd12300_3968_44fb_aa18_fba7b439]3. Review and analyze current state law, rules and policies controlling school construction, including, but not limited to, new construction, emergency school construction projects, renovations, leased space, maintenance and capital improvement plans and financing options, in order to determine where changes are needed in the State and provide recommended revisions to state law, rules and policies in order to implement the recommended revisions. In conducting the review and analysis, the commission shall examine establishing a school building finance authority, the potential role and responsibilities of such a finance authority and whether such a finance authority would be beneficial to the State, school administrative units and municipalities.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_65404348_11e8_497e_b7ea_23d276fa]In analyzing emergency school construction projects, the commission shall consider whether to develop a process for providing disaster relief points to a request for emergency project funding as a result of a human-made or natural disaster, including an assessment of the risks to health and safety of children to determine the level of need created by the disaster.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_1af905aa_0c35_4923_bb66_e95f6ec7]In conducting its duties, the commission shall solicit input from persons reflecting the broadest possible representation of the State's geographic regions and the full spectrum of local school construction needs and financing abilities and from persons with technical expertise in school construction, including, but not limited to, architects, engineers, builders and subcontractors.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4dc7a30d_e4fe_41c1_b6e9_c29ea8ef]The commission is authorized to meet as often as is necessary to complete its duties.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__3d73ab46_90ee][bookmark: _PAR__9_c8c78bb2_33c3_408a_9eec_1a1d8e37][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bac71660_25e6_4c52]Sec. 6.  Staff assistance. Resolved:  That the Department of Education shall provide necessary staffing services to the commission. The Maine Education Policy Research Institute shall provide assistance with research and drafting of the report pursuant to section 7.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__f1f126f6_cb1c][bookmark: _PAR__10_58c88748_0c63_42d1_a417_12ac86d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__24f73bf0_8bb2_4a40][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__8186be31_3bee_4025_9e21_b80][bookmark: _PAGE__3_398ad98f_a752_45a5_8870_71c2d21][bookmark: _PAR__1_60117726_bd4f_4e92_ac49_5e9fb595]Sec. 7.  Report. Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, no later than April 1, 2025, the commission shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to implement any recommended changes to law, rule and policy to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education and cultural affairs.  The committee may report out a bill related to the report to the 132nd Legislature in 2025.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__76d46839_b4a5_489b_88][bookmark: _PAR__2_f7f6af3a_21e8_4318_a91c_8198e9ea]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__46b153b0_50ba_48f7_89b8_5b3beb][bookmark: _PAR__3_cacfb42e_9e48_4077_a0df_1ce605b5]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8960529c_7a8a_42de_94bb_60c99253]This resolve is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs pursuant to Public Law 2023, chapter 462, section 4.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0c7bf33e_fb4f_4c90_b1bc_e656cf7e]The resolve directs the Department of Education to establish the Commission to Study School Construction Policy and Funding. The resolve requires the commission to identify the scope of local school construction and renovation needs by reviewing any reports, data and other materials available and inviting comment from those with expertise in school construction; review and analyze current state law, rules and policies controlling school construction; examine how other states finance school construction and provide school facilities funding; examine the feasibility of establishing a school building finance authority; and determine where changes are needed and provide any recommended revisions to state law, rules and policies.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_7756e364_b8e9_4187_9efd_07fb1d63]The commission is required to solicit input from persons reflecting the broadest possible representation of the State's geographical regions and the full spectrum of local school construction needs and financing abilities and from persons with technical expertise in school construction, including, but not limited to, architects, engineers, builders and subcontractors.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5d16a371_7155_4389_a82f_defac780]The commission is required to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education and cultural affairs no later than April 1, 2025 and authorizes the joint standing committee to report out a bill related to the report.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__85c4cf87_c260_4b4][bookmark: _PAR__8_6524933f_33ce_4d72_984f_76219bce]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2a3a6dd5_f77d_4ce2_8926_7d088a21](See attached)
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