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An Act To Establish That the Provision of Emergency Medical Services by an Ambulance Service Is an Essential Service and To Establish the Blue Ribbon Commission To Study Emergency Medical Services in the State
L.D. 
An Act To Establish That the Provision of Emergency Medical Services by an Ambulance Service Is an Essential Service and To Establish the Blue Ribbon Commission To Study Emergency Medical Services in the State
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__8505a720_5197_4d50_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__9995d0a3_fa9b_40e0_8082_b2d74][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__10380b9c_2284_4128_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_8e985c8b_7710_437e_a3d0_0e4a7e3][bookmark: _PAR__1_bd19e2a6_de1d_4ac4_92e7_ea4bbade][bookmark: _LINE__1_4e03362a_3dbe_4b07_ac89_ef9ce9c][bookmark: _LINE__2_02d7a7da_1c80_47b1_9b73_f8dea22]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_9aa7d201_95f7_46a3_96b9_55854a22][bookmark: _LINE__3_bb4730b2_efcb_453f_9aee_360b31b][bookmark: _LINE__4_62cfb603_44a1_406c_b29f_4996439][bookmark: _LINE__5_828f7173_ff88_471b_9010_ff52bae]Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period in order to provide sufficient time for the study established in this legislation to be completed; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3706ce9a_6423_445a_9568_6a2492ff][bookmark: _LINE__6_91d7c4a5_acd8_47d7_ae50_6f696fa][bookmark: _LINE__7_2f2974fd_b289_46b4_adb8_2846345][bookmark: _LINE__8_5f0dab62_c186_4374_97ae_09686fe][bookmark: _LINE__9_d3c919ec_af13_4530_96e5_eec77be]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__87fce5f5_fe3e_4cff_93b][bookmark: _PAR__4_2e7d50f0_4027_4a7e_843c_35380c73][bookmark: _LINE__10_bab5e4ba_b8a2_4f9a_839c_7f7b2b]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8d8af69c_2eb8_4389][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c08347c1_f168_4d83_9623_6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__8abf2372_6aa7_4384_9b][bookmark: _PAR__5_6d6645d3_13b1_4e58_855e_eda3400c][bookmark: _LINE__11_07fc591c_bed6_4aae_979d_c0aa39][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3f3a1dc6_243a_45ff]Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §86-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__f3f26098_865d_4613_9f91_57e3][bookmark: _PAR__6_5ed3b348_4616_438b_8172_33064b42][bookmark: _LINE__12_668f4816_56b8_4086_a4a0_267e66][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c1765212_380a_4dca_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8a9fa29d_53a0_462d_9b95][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b00e6604_9e2d_4e31_9f]§86-A.  Ambulance services are essential services
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4ee5e176_b904_4a3b_b4ce_e213][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__979b227b_1d4f_40d0_bf5][bookmark: _PAR__7_fe0c7dbb_2c10_4ff5_bbaf_8dafb94b][bookmark: _LINE__13_0c33a12a_d1c8_408e_bf6a_5d15eb][bookmark: _LINE__14_6c476f57_0680_4789_9ada_1002cb][bookmark: _LINE__15_eae75f6b_ee25_4a40_8aaa_1505c8]For purposes of eligibility for federal funding, emergency medical services provided by an ambulance service are essential services and as essential as services provided by a fire department or law enforcement agency.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__52ad4067_ff20][bookmark: _PAR__8_c2e5546a_ed6d_4d0f_8ea4_a63a1c15][bookmark: _LINE__16_ca28e6a2_d124_405f_b8fd_355d5d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9a8b70b1_8736_4760][bookmark: _LINE__17_b45c8c38_76c4_4e5e_ad5b_29118e]Sec. 2. Establishment of Blue Ribbon Commission To Study Emergency Medical Services in the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_f49464c9_4d68_4fac_b9e2_fb47aa2d][bookmark: _LINE__18_3b6a2a7b_2864_486c_b1aa_052d17][bookmark: _LINE__19_7db8dea7_33bc_4a6f_9fb8_19e6c6][bookmark: _LINE__20_239b27fe_e0d0_43c5_9f82_5ef5f5]1. Blue ribbon commission established. The Blue Ribbon Commission To Study Emergency Medical Services in the State, referred to in this section as "the commission," is established. 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_efee0eb6_70bf_4faa_996e_f1ef1da][bookmark: _LINE__21_c08e27f3_3079_4e5f_bafc_433bb1][bookmark: _LINE__22_45afec21_e3a9_40a3_ba35_10f417]2. Commission membership. Notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the commission consists of 13 members:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_856da596_d897_489c_8dff_23cef16][bookmark: _LINE__23_9587707d_c3a5_4d9d_ac70_90f4cb]A. Six members appointed by the President of the Senate as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a4ba1589_77f3_4e4c_8bc9_0a5d109][bookmark: _LINE__24_18ae7829_1c27_4dc4_ac71_72384b][bookmark: _LINE__25_80be5d90_20ef_470b_8e84_a3a1cf][bookmark: _LINE__26_724a744e_cdd6_456c_afe5_a3f757](1) Two members of the Senate, including one member of the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one member of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_1dc2d949_6a6c_44b7_816e_1c42ca3][bookmark: _LINE__27_4307af83_2cc8_4c18_bd90_d5f780][bookmark: _LINE__28_d92131fc_fd34_45f1_9a6f_c8c519][bookmark: _LINE__29_e6afe356_6373_49c1_bd71_c6874d][bookmark: _LINE__30_884feb5d_ca0a_4d63_ac13_2c0568](2) Two members who are employed or volunteer in the field of emergency medical services, including one member who represents a community of 10,000 residents or more and one member who represents a community of fewer than 10,000 residents;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_227dfcc0_fe01_4b3e_b290_3e612e8][bookmark: _LINE__31_0c78e152_574b_44fc_85f8_95eff7][bookmark: _LINE__32_bf3562a7_fafe_4832_a17a_9aca67](3) One member from the Department of Public Safety nominated by the Governor at the President’s request; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_f399d1e1_cb0f_447c_8c43_73c6bb0][bookmark: _LINE__33_f7b3414c_450a_4048_a423_31af42](4) One member who represents a private, for-profit ambulance service;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_909b6dbf_c2b2_4f3d_9f46_76a1840][bookmark: _LINE__34_604d5731_2bf5_45bb_8733_f6ddde]B. Six members appointed by the Speaker of the House as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_e17bf1ec_c91b_49ba_8c23_90249bb][bookmark: _LINE__35_d1765405_fef1_48ab_b7ab_480036][bookmark: _LINE__36_76864e21_3c35_4a17_af04_7ce408][bookmark: _LINE__37_2b84d5a7_584f_4bba_9d8c_378045](1) Four members of the House of Representatives, including 2 members of the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and 2 members of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_cf8ea130_bb65_42eb_9c65_23e30d5][bookmark: _LINE__38_19619e46_6c12_4517_a536_30c0b4](2) One member who represents a tribal emergency medical service; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__19_f63f0857_2dd0_48b1_9cc1_b66d66c][bookmark: _LINE__39_3eab6921_c0e7_4faf_a674_d6a27f](3) One member who represents a volunteer emergency medical service; and
[bookmark: _PAR__20_35b4bae0_e8f6_4da6_8cbd_51c029d][bookmark: _LINE__40_a821328a_1313_4120_bfb7_62be93]C. The Commissioner of Health and Human Services or the commissioner's designee. 
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_bedfd6bb_e216_4e89_970a_8e11963][bookmark: _PAR__1_453b51de_d213_43b9_a8b1_6d107bd7][bookmark: _LINE__1_f54185ad_4f15_42ee_987b_8da241b][bookmark: _LINE__2_736e1eb9_4765_4064_a120_30a6d32]3. Chairs. The first-named Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of the commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_e2892c18_f0f1_43fc_abee_30215bce][bookmark: _LINE__3_78ab1f7a_d7aa_43b0_a8cb_5e389b1][bookmark: _LINE__4_08d4bfb9_0aea_41d8_8122_3b2576e][bookmark: _LINE__5_031a1304_da30_4368_a155_00d8ba2][bookmark: _LINE__6_7983ab85_115e_4a99_bf05_418bc3d][bookmark: _LINE__7_f4771f78_1f8c_4147_8ae1_c63344f][bookmark: _LINE__8_6e8421dd_934e_47e8_a036_8c37f98]4. Appointments; convening of commission. Notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, all appointments must be made no later than 15 days following the effective date of this Act. The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed. Within 15 days after appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the commission, which must be no later than 30 days following the appointment of all members. 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7dfb81f7_ab7b_4328_afc1_c1251a0a][bookmark: _LINE__9_7cf1adad_c887_4eaa_ae16_891173f][bookmark: _LINE__10_f9d9725c_436e_4f6b_b472_cd2ebe][bookmark: _LINE__11_cac39959_93d0_43fb_b1af_997904][bookmark: _LINE__12_9b3ceea4_edf6_4969_90d1_5fbe4e][bookmark: _LINE__13_481504b7_f0db_4bf4_ba6f_7bf9ee]5. Duties. The commission shall examine and make recommendations on the support of and delivery of emergency medical services in the State.  The commission may look at all aspects of emergency medical services, including but not limited to workforce development, training, compensation, retention, costs, reimbursement rates, organization and local and state support. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_a8e2774a_a47f_4412_b1f9_eb117e9b][bookmark: _LINE__14_a1a21824_9b75_42c1_ba4b_8d5e93][bookmark: _LINE__15_735b05ae_b7f4_45d3_bfcb_0ae2ef][bookmark: _LINE__16_236f1d35_bf54_495f_b339_8d0bd3]6. Staff assistance. The Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the commission, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1d23ca70_ca5a_4834_a06e_3ed233d1][bookmark: _LINE__17_433df729_b67e_48bb_b11e_c4c5ba][bookmark: _LINE__18_6d23ff40_5a0f_4c34_b363_2cfbb9][bookmark: _LINE__19_cf1763f6_5d16_48a9_80a9_2be5c2][bookmark: _LINE__20_e52edbfd_6e43_486d_85ff_509405]7. Report. Notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, no later than December 7, 2022, the commission shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over public safety matters. 
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__da16ff3e_576f_495e_a2][bookmark: _PAR__6_8186cb1b_f8b8_483a_85f4_4187e03d][bookmark: _LINE__21_53a90afb_d76e_44b8_903f_056545][bookmark: _LINE__22_cd9b2b43_23f5_4826_bdad_f708ae]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_b6682063_d49a_4e99_9462_460abe4b][bookmark: _LINE__24_c796a074_314e_43a4_8ccb_6b5d4e][bookmark: _LINE__25_0ec77475_8a98_4bfa_999b_e7c1b6][bookmark: _LINE__26_d09aef10_d94f_4a99_995e_3e539a][bookmark: _LINE__27_ebf2087f_5351_466f_8205_24664d][bookmark: _LINE__28_3e822534_bc7b_441d_80be_d6ecb5][bookmark: _LINE__29_16d2faa7_c497_4975_9dba_a0d056][bookmark: _LINE__30_71a9201f_10a9_4a64_8a3d_90a59c][bookmark: _LINE__31_a23a0b5e_8e4e_4f1b_bf5a_b9b342][bookmark: _LINE__32_7b88d475_09f3_41e5_a815_9229e0][bookmark: _LINE__33_7d221e02_15b2_473b_9030_4c1c07]This bill provides that for purposes of eligibility for federal funding, emergency medical services provided by an ambulance service are essential services. It also establishes the Blue Ribbon Commission To Study Emergency Medical Services in the State. The commission must examine and make recommendations on the support of and delivery of emergency medical services in the State and may look at all aspects of emergency medical services, including but not limited to workforce development, training, compensation, retention, costs, reimbursement rates, organization and local and state support. No later than December 7, 2022, the commission must submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over public safety matters.
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