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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__c9319982_5e69_426c_a308][bookmark: _PAR__4_842506e3_8917_4452_9b68_036f7b9c][bookmark: _LINE__9_7df0a50f_4003_455f_bb03_48c8316][bookmark: _LINE__10_6c5292cb_3ad3_4ddc_9e8e_c9b7ff][bookmark: _LINE__11_63aed412_f6b0_4acd_bb03_1fe7d1]Whereas, the total number of all-cause deaths for persons 25 to 64 years of age from January 2015 to December 2019 was 15,244, which is an all-cause average number of deaths per year of 3,049, an average rate increase of 1.5% per year; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__59939552_43a7_4051_9d69][bookmark: _PAR__6_e9fe3708_4fe6_4318_ae85_a06c7bdc][bookmark: _LINE__14_8c0eea10_3665_4f28_9681_973435][bookmark: _LINE__15_1db13c45_34fb_43d3_99ae_ab6713]Whereas, the all-cause number of deaths for persons 25 to 64 years of age from January 2021 to December 2021 was 3,908, a rate increase from 2020 of 17.7%; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__8462d627_69c5_40a0_91f2][bookmark: _PAR__7_868fd1b4_eb85_49de_b31f_12bd13c6][bookmark: _LINE__16_8e261f11_7216_42e1_a6c5_fb883c][bookmark: _LINE__17_d94daaa0_9fd7_437d_af54_5167e2][bookmark: _LINE__18_7731e7e1_f55e_48ed_94c6_73b038]Whereas, the all-cause number of deaths for persons 25 to 64 years of age from January 2022 to December 2022 was 3,844, a rate decrease from 2021 of -1.64% for a total rate increase of 16.04% since 2019; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__f9d0fa53_50ee_49ed_82c0][bookmark: _PAR__8_c6fcd2a8_7e3d_45ed_ae2e_204ee432][bookmark: _LINE__19_3bab090c_3e9e_4989_a715_0ce039][bookmark: _LINE__20_eab311e4_8cfc_49de_b007_145ff9][bookmark: _LINE__21_06b69c63_19a6_445a_97c9_b42740][bookmark: _LINE__22_a49c15cc_c7f0_4543_8c32_325929]Whereas, the total number of all-cause deaths for persons 25 to 64 years of age from January 2020 to December 2022 was 11,073, which is an all-cause average number of deaths per year of 3,691, a rate increase of 21.1% over the average number of deaths from 2015 to 2019; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__2781419a_7555_47a7_9730][bookmark: _PAR__9_8c3a1ecf_ea48_4681_a807_0f62dd6f][bookmark: _LINE__23_2820cf98_95a7_4a2d_9308_91db6f][bookmark: _LINE__24_342a7612_01fc_4d61_8dda_5af1f9]Whereas, the Governor has repeatedly stated that every life is important and that we must protect residents and reduce the risk of death; now, therefore, be it
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_d31e72d3_175b_4181_911a_8136deb][bookmark: _LINE__27_136c14fd_4214_412d_a022_efef42][bookmark: _LINE__28_2e182022_aa34_44d4_b967_7257fb][bookmark: _LINE__29_3b6574c9_70ba_43ef_a954_c8ed1d]1.  Task Force to Investigate Excess Deaths in Maine established.  The Task Force to Investigate Excess Deaths in Maine, referred to in this order as "the task force," is established.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_8608f92c_f234_4d30_87a1_03dfdc4][bookmark: _LINE__30_58c3e0e0_e0a8_48d6_a7bf_c29f47]2.  Membership.  The task force consists of 4 members appointed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b65ab25a_bcbf_4893_9aa4_4a4d735][bookmark: _LINE__31_14ef9f95_a03d_424d_b617_a45e8d][bookmark: _LINE__32_c2d5d41b_76e0_4858_b960_1e886f][bookmark: _LINE__33_77233646_d426_41d0_90c8_c44f90]A.  Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, including a member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_22c19833_c099_40de_8c4d_d4e31c0][bookmark: _LINE__34_9bec803f_700c_4712_9176_1604ef][bookmark: _LINE__35_a22c766c_960d_4364_bde4_c2630d][bookmark: _LINE__36_f6ce99c4_ed77_4bb8_b057_951963]B. Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, including a member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_e30a9b29_f6d4_493f_87ef_e408b9a][bookmark: _LINE__37_e16df179_f845_4d19_bfc5_0d882c][bookmark: _LINE__38_3fa45755_7423_4cfe_bcb9_7110f8][bookmark: _LINE__39_8554281a_e64e_46ef_99e9_1d7ad6][bookmark: _LINE__40_b204c721_725f_4db0_b85e_9b6c0e]The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall invite the participation of the Director of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention within the Department of Health and Human Services, a person who is a statistician and a person who is a research scientist.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_04e87eb7_c35b_40f0_949b_490b671b][bookmark: _LINE__2_28d460ea_9701_438e_9bfc_7588a60][bookmark: _LINE__3_5537a85f_d4d7_45f1_bc37_20cf290][bookmark: _LINE__4_d716c241_8f9e_4743_8a86_554f99c][bookmark: _LINE__5_9f9fde77_940a_4be8_b3f0_e5c3b14][bookmark: _LINE__6_48c49785_aa72_4ecd_b4d6_073c7df][bookmark: _LINE__7_c760cd99_1fba_4fa4_a4ce_d27e0dd][bookmark: _LINE__8_3391dd6e_3a29_4ca6_b202_a29a7be][bookmark: _LINE__9_197960b7_018a_4aec_b4e4_d9b287b]4.  Appointments; convening of task force.  All appointments must be made no later than 15 days following passage of this order.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been made.  When the appointment of all members has been completed, the chair of the task force shall call and convene the first meeting of the task force.  If 15 days or more after the passage of this order a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chair may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the task force to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7bcf96b8_5e0e_4e3f_b79f_a43bd10a][bookmark: _LINE__10_0ea2f208_efae_42b1_83af_413592][bookmark: _LINE__11_1c5eeb6e_0320_4ad0_aba9_380faa][bookmark: _LINE__12_c4c5d7c0_e84a_4b9c_bbb4_55974b][bookmark: _LINE__13_1ce6fdad_616d_42e3_966d_45ca23][bookmark: _LINE__14_4e9764e5_1120_467a_991a_393599]5.  Duties.  The task force shall review all available data from the Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other relevant sources and examine the root causes related to unprecedented increased excess deaths, all-cause deaths and all-cause death rate increases since 2019. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_3e26977a_de3b_46c1_89b2_ae6d540b][bookmark: _LINE__15_71011721_6afd_4343_b7c8_f4f9f7][bookmark: _LINE__16_3627d1c3_ce37_432a_b040_a80ebc][bookmark: _LINE__17_b16feb5f_7f52_46bb_b941_3865b5]6.  Staff assistance.  The Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the task force, except that the Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ccec46bd_dbfb_43ea_9d53_8d5f63c4][bookmark: _LINE__18_6b59e30b_d0d5_4025_8e73_be6e65][bookmark: _LINE__19_b5c1d7b1_aef5_4ec9_b58e_ff925f][bookmark: _LINE__20_72e1c9aa_64a5_4a3e_a883_1cf27c][bookmark: _LINE__21_4e09094b_c6ee_4669_88b6_20639f]7.  Report.  No later than November 6, 2024, the task force shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, for presentation to the 132nd Legislature in 2025.
SPONSORED BY: ___________________________________
(Representative SAMPSON, H.)
TOWN: Alfred
LR3137, item 1 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
