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An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory Committee Concerning Remote Participation
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__20893463_a213_46f8_8c5b_c6b][bookmark: _PAR__4_36463e4b_8e08_458f_8f20_91a01cd1][bookmark: _LINE__7_e23e8b30_a7aa_40ae_9733_336109a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__812ae9e4_044b_4d41_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8131a1c2_782b_4e5f_ad59][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__673b0530_e194_4549_bac][bookmark: _LINE__8_4a8c93d0_9afd_494f_949d_2c8c46e][bookmark: _LINE__9_b3d4b66b_6dca_4a94_b4b1_0ab6ca9][bookmark: _LINE__10_fe9c7ca9_85c0_492c_b8e1_476289][bookmark: _LINE__11_6cee7417_05de_4ace_9628_ca94c6][bookmark: _LINE__12_5c70bf6c_cf1b_41c8_99c8_8ab301][bookmark: _LINE__13_27ca9138_d2f4_4cd9_92a2_fc0eea][bookmark: _LINE__14_bff1a090_4530_48f7_88e3_9ad282][bookmark: _LINE__15_01d23572_9512_4293_b504_993ffa](1)  If a public body has not adopted a policy authorizing remote methods of participation under this section and if the chair of the body determines that an emergency or urgent issue exists that prevents the public body from meeting in person to adopt a policy, the chair may call a meeting of the body in which the members may participate by remote methods.  Notice of the meeting must include information about how the public can participate in the meeting.  Once the meeting is convened, the members shall vote on whether to support the chair’s determination that an emergency or urgent issue exists that prevents the public body from meeting in person.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_4e9f52d2_acb2_42f7_8b5b_7be4f9bc][bookmark: _LINE__21_cbb74ddb_9752_4b0f_8fba_92f5e6][bookmark: _LINE__22_28083b86_890c_4482_af53_01ac49][bookmark: _LINE__23_96beb36f_12b7_42e1_9a43_9032c2]This bill implements the recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory Committee concerning remote participation by members of a public body subject to the Freedom of Access Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_59ba943d_7195_4561_b347_16d48fff][bookmark: _LINE__24_36fb2729_2b1b_41aa_874c_9a36f1][bookmark: _LINE__25_291cf8a7_3590_4d2a_bfb2_61ea64][bookmark: _LINE__26_7f0dfb6c_ee52_47e1_a46e_8f2d88][bookmark: _LINE__27_f52d30fd_bce2_4d21_b4d6_0153b9]Current law does not authorize members of a public body to participate in a public proceeding when not physically present unless the public body has properly adopted a remote participation policy that meets the requirement of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 403-B.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b29c6923_e885_45d6_99a6_3a9e4ae9][bookmark: _LINE__28_8a97f8c8_1c51_4009_8db3_c0c6f7][bookmark: _LINE__29_65394b88_4e0d_4f91_8821_ef6ef8]This bill authorizes a public body to adopt the required remote participation policy through remote participation.  The bill provides a 2-step process.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_2c83aca4_a41e_4d11_95df_5ec40a8][bookmark: _LINE__30_1df73548_c57c_4c7c_ad07_2ffa3b][bookmark: _LINE__31_0c7ff134_1c65_43ce_9852_b3f011][bookmark: _LINE__32_a2b7af72_fd80_4049_9192_dd37e2][bookmark: _LINE__33_da1bb6c2_2ac4_42ce_a750_be60a8][bookmark: _LINE__34_ec1cd76a_eed9_41cb_b2e6_60ff50][bookmark: _LINE__35_10d7f3ff_58e1_4c0b_beaf_753a87][bookmark: _LINE__36_b774cb05_e4f5_47bc_9ec0_759deb]1.  If the chair of the public body determines that an emergency or urgent issue exists that prevents the public body from meeting in person, the chair may call a meeting of the public body in which the members may participate by remote methods.  Public notice of the meeting must be provided and must include information about how the public can participate in the meeting.  Once the meeting is convened, the members must vote on whether to support the chair's determination that an emergency or urgent issue exists that prevents the public body from meeting in person.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_c1f941ea_15da_41af_a00a_60ede2d][bookmark: _LINE__37_8378636d_3026_4082_86de_20076c][bookmark: _LINE__38_e002a623_b3e4_4210_9c41_cd2da1]2.  If the members vote in support of the chair's determination, after an opportunity for hearing, the members may vote on adopting a policy authorizing remote participation.
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