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An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Commission Regarding Foreign-trained Physicians Living in Maine to Support International Medical Graduates in Securing Employment
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__83bdf08f_6706_479c_9caa][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__50a145f3_180b_453a_899b_856][bookmark: _PAR__13_fa1b5d7e_8978_4dc2_9b28_6b9f999][bookmark: _LINE__23_358aa230_cfc7_4692_ad0e_377b09][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a20c9d2f_68f2_4b8c_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f3a1c11_bded_4ed2_b9f]1. Program requirements. The program must be designed to:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__401eb424_94f8_4a34_af81][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b1a33e3a_66ee_430a_bc19_0ccc][bookmark: _PAR__16_b721924d_2f43_4826_a353_1efe87c][bookmark: _LINE__31_bfcb04cd_835e_4d08_b0e3_782540][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6a9a3791_d6a1_4b8b_ac2][bookmark: _LINE__32_069de8f3_dfd9_41f0_b063_977670][bookmark: _LINE__33_9d11e82e_e454_4e4b_8436_d79e91][bookmark: _LINE__34_4d5c24c8_a48c_4124_a109_b94811][bookmark: _LINE__35_0fedcfe3_a233_46a9_85aa_997fa7]C. Provide scholarships or access to scholarships or funds for certain program participants to help cover or offset the cost of the medical licensure process, including the costs of the credential evaluation process, preparing for the medical licensing exam and other applicable tests or evaluations, the medical residency application process and other costs associated with returning to a career in health care;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb7a06ce_6aa2_497a_88c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8da524f0_9c15_40b7_ac89_cfff][bookmark: _PAR__17_9b0a1c0b_7422_42bf_82bb_5df66bd][bookmark: _LINE__36_b4393bda_5e65_4413_998f_217668][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f73bf12a_c390_4044_ae0][bookmark: _LINE__37_3fd50468_c63e_4f05_bb9b_27567b]D. In partnership with community organizations working with international medical graduates and on a voluntary basis, develop:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__29dc7a40_f4f7_4e39_adf4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1ff37080_0824_4c5d_a851_d99][bookmark: _PAR__6_fdd88285_a432_473e_9781_de303d8a][bookmark: _LINE__17_dd43caca_4cbd_4ba1_b913_6ca67c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0e72b068_f00a_4625_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9bf1b2a4_d44e_4eb6_bef][bookmark: _LINE__18_a0a73e99_b918_47c7_af39_072b47][bookmark: _LINE__19_3373c32e_7412_42e0_a2c6_86ca57][bookmark: _LINE__20_5e144444_637b_4894_b05f_449d3d][bookmark: _LINE__21_1c24f8f1_35e5_4351_a547_87199d]1. Clinical readiness program; contract. The department shall contract with an accredited medical school in this State or a sponsoring institution to develop, implement and administer a clinical readiness program to assist international medical graduates in building the skills necessary to become successful medical residents in the United States medical system.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cc52cc2e_19b8_4a8f_86b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2d302ffc_654e_4c77_8f39_0fbf][bookmark: _PAR__9_17aa77e2_2b56_48b4_946f_74461760][bookmark: _LINE__25_cb173371_76d0_4d30_a8e4_f01d5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c687b4af_581b_431b_9d5][bookmark: _LINE__26_f4c05439_4101_4a36_b2f8_a88929][bookmark: _LINE__27_fb3a17d6_86f3_4ae0_bcd9_a78402][bookmark: _LINE__28_38acc1cb_caa4_44ad_9522_ff2734]B. A program curriculum that provides inpatient and outpatient training opportunities combined with community and classroom-based components to prepare program participants to match into and succeed in a United States medical residency program; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a2b3c3d8_109d_4911_a80][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__27c54495_6450_4fdc_b9de_cc6c][bookmark: _PAR__12_29303d6b_524a_4a5f_bae7_44bacfd][bookmark: _LINE__33_f1ec65ba_b745_493b_86a4_6c2573][bookmark: _LINE__34_218ac9cb_2f47_437c_9b12_6c4091][bookmark: _LINE__35_419c2d93_1825_4062_a6d9_b46909][bookmark: _LINE__36_f61b5faf_2b4d_4584_9b41_dcead4][bookmark: _LINE__37_3a9a2718_2718_4ee3_a9d9_d126ff]The International Medical Graduate Assistance Enterprise Fund is created within the department as an enterprise fund for the deposit of any funds advanced for initial operating expenses and any funds received from any public or private source to support the programs established under this chapter.  The fund may not lapse but must be carried forward to carry out the purposes of this chapter.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__42941887_c399][bookmark: _PAR__13_9430b83a_3ac3_4c6b_b393_41c39d1][bookmark: _LINE__38_a4480b29_1f37_4348_8778_7f3746][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__68cdcd76_16af_4120][bookmark: _LINE__39_0379922c_0648_4d50_8110_56a72a][bookmark: _LINE__40_78e2b2ad_c048_47aa_9447_c86829][bookmark: _LINE__41_c4b89e6d_a89c_4e86_933a_6c7b81][bookmark: _LINE__42_d9e8b53b_3379_4a31_b206_642acd][bookmark: _LINE__43_4329fe19_7f95_4afc_b4ac_b043c4][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__97860565_89ea_4ccb_ae75_951][bookmark: _PAGE__3_069d6020_cd52_4173_81fe_5c35c15][bookmark: _PAR__1_180da134_4592_4caf_a5d8_66fe52d2][bookmark: _LINE__1_0efc71ed_763d_448a_a371_18ee08e][bookmark: _LINE__2_c2c989a1_184c_47cf_901e_bae33d2][bookmark: _LINE__3_8a1c8796_6a8e_46ee_a3ed_ebe8cba][bookmark: _LINE__4_54648830_ddaa_4b89_b4f9_c552fed][bookmark: _LINE__5_bf4f7329_7adc_4788_a9ed_1a4492d][bookmark: _LINE__6_043857fe_1eef_4afb_a7f4_e488a49][bookmark: _LINE__7_b2066901_677c_4df3_b397_6fdaea4][bookmark: _LINE__8_c38b2016_09e8_4c91_89f8_708d9ea]Sec. 2. Finance Authority of Maine pilot program for loan assistance to international medical graduates. For the purpose of providing financial assistance for an international medical graduate to attend an approved education program in this State in order to join the State's health care workforce, the Finance Authority of Maine shall, on a pilot basis until December 31, 2027, provide a loan program for international medical graduates residing in this State who are unable to qualify for any existing federal or state education loan programs. The authority shall determine the financial and other eligibility requirements for an international medical graduate to qualify for financial assistance under the program and shall develop an alternative to the federal Free Application for Federal Student Aid form for use by an international medical graduate to apply for financial assistance under the program to attend one of the State's public or private postsecondary educational institutions. For the purposes of this section, "international medical graduate" has the same meaning as in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 26, section 2141, subsection 2.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__435e20b7_29d5][bookmark: _PAR__2_16a04cc0_7bb3_496f_b658_4af4fac1][bookmark: _LINE__9_7be9f452_87d4_41cd_9a22_8be6596][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__477456ab_8d3f_4e11][bookmark: _LINE__10_9e5f8e9f_e3c8_4fb7_a93e_09240e][bookmark: _LINE__11_25b896c4_3722_487b_8fd1_dcd720][bookmark: _LINE__12_dce37240_1381_4c40_b222_e26b84][bookmark: _LINE__13_69e4259d_be29_4049_8913_31a4f7][bookmark: _LINE__14_35226f49_d876_439e_b45e_fc6561][bookmark: _LINE__15_1f3422cb_db4d_4761_acf5_90f091][bookmark: _LINE__16_d17012b0_dae3_4fd5_b12c_a4f12c][bookmark: _LINE__17_bd6f5b61_949a_44c9_ae8b_3e7de2][bookmark: _LINE__18_2f2dbe19_7e22_4853_b98a_77151c]Sec. 3. Educational programs for alternative health care careers for international medical graduates.  The Office of Policy Innovation and the Future shall, to the extent funding is available and until December 31, 2027, coordinate with appropriate educational institutions to develop programs for international medical graduates residing in this State to gain entry into and complete educational programs in alternative health care careers, such as physician assistant, nurse or nurse practitioner programs, to ensure that the State is effectively incorporating immigrants into the State's health care workforce and communities and to strengthen the State's economy. For the purposes of this section, "international medical graduate" has the same meaning as in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 26, section 2141, subsection 2.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_04cf603e_f902_44da_9f92_1747542d][bookmark: _LINE__20_eac050d2_4499_4f90_bd7b_4318bd][bookmark: _LINE__21_2d05b9a6_1589_4543_a9e1_7cdab5][bookmark: _LINE__22_d9374a63_545d_406b_bade_b4525d][bookmark: _LINE__23_a77568b8_2aa3_439e_97e5_8e63b5][bookmark: _LINE__24_1d5df954_66c0_4ad8_b218_0aab2d][bookmark: _LINE__25_47ce5893_c318_487f_8cf0_a6526c][bookmark: _LINE__26_9c911478_0df7_4f99_a9f2_041abc][bookmark: _LINE__27_bf5249b4_790a_4404_84db_7a7065]This bill implements certain recommendations of the Commission Regarding Foreign-trained Physicians Living in Maine and is being reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services pursuant to Resolve 2023, chapter 93, section 8. The committee is reporting out the bill for the sole purpose of having a bill printed that can be referred to the committee for an appropriate public hearing and subsequent processing in the normal course and has not taken a substantive position on the bill.  The committee is taking this action to ensure clarity and transparency in the legislative review of the proposals contained in the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f8c73f03_940b_473c_9790_db3df863][bookmark: _LINE__28_e413241d_aa4d_44bb_8951_3d2c9b]The bill does the following. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a18b704b_7b2a_4307_b691_5eb143f0][bookmark: _LINE__29_12987239_aa37_4cd3_82b7_d8bfd9][bookmark: _LINE__30_60a7c116_e21d_4705_bd09_83341d]1. It directs the Department of Labor to contract with a 3rd-party entity to provide an assistance program and a clinical readiness program for international medical graduates. 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_fe3f83af_5ea2_4d4f_a00b_82dbf908][bookmark: _LINE__31_24b3cf00_da43_4275_9c7e_353080][bookmark: _LINE__32_e18ecaa7_3670_4b09_be89_bc4a50][bookmark: _LINE__33_787579f2_f690_4eab_8475_dc4985][bookmark: _LINE__34_b0829403_7fb0_4120_b2eb_70c12b][bookmark: _LINE__35_6f555caa_dd65_4053_8e01_667944]2. It directs the Finance Authority of Maine to provide a loan program on a pilot basis for the purpose of providing financial assistance to attend an approved education program in this State in order to join the State's health care workforce, to international medical graduates residing in this State who are unable to qualify for any existing federal or state education loan programs.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e06ae9c5_4346_4a9e_a4db_c26a2ec7][bookmark: _LINE__36_545ed5ab_eee7_438e_b2af_b2dbdf][bookmark: _LINE__37_0e5bfe11_5ac3_4b31_b627_85e534][bookmark: _LINE__38_14a480d1_a0df_4969_8ab9_73c5fb][bookmark: _LINE__39_e2ec9d39_33b2_4658_9813_0cbd73][bookmark: _LINE__40_2b47d290_c54e_45ae_86e2_55a6b6][bookmark: _LINE__41_7a9af545_70b7_42f9_9baf_2c2ce6]3. It directs the Office of Policy Innovation and the Future to coordinate with appropriate educational institutions to develop programs for international medical graduates residing in this State to gain entry into and complete educational programs in alternative health care careers, such as physician assistant, nurse or nurse practitioner programs, to ensure that the State is effectively incorporating immigrants into the State's health care workforce and communities and to strengthen the State's economy.
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