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An Act to Strengthen Maine's Agriculture, Food System and Forest Products Infrastructure Investment
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__92b356ee_6317_49f6_ada6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b060b878_9c49_4009_88e6_bc2][bookmark: _PAR__3_e42d02a3_53f9_4a43_a83c_cb492619][bookmark: _LINE__4_0dd5eed6_ac6a_44d2_9e14_7ed867b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6d659de3_e617_4537_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1fbe95b1_6e16_48fc_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e54eba2d_4b2f_4a1f_940][bookmark: _LINE__5_1a5da184_b1fa_4b8f_bd5b_979def3][bookmark: _LINE__6_8ed59b81_e4d5_4df5_ba1b_a68b5c4]2.  Membership.  The board consists of the commissioner or the commissioner's designee, the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development or the commissioner's designee and 15 members pursuant to this subsection.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b9c31d86_062d_482f_aae][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__88dffc0a_561e_48aa_845d_749d][bookmark: _PAR__21_b10b0d1f_f435_4e29_98b3_c95037e][bookmark: _LINE__37_8f9c95a0_9464_48a6_a62e_1a7f65][bookmark: _LINE__38_bd7b1a2a_9ded_44ec_8650_461234][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__96a0f62c_11a8_41c6_8b17_f27][bookmark: _PAGE__2_c8387d1d_add1_46cd_8de5_d2fc0ca][bookmark: _PAR__1_ef2651ce_2c0c_45bd_8400_e10ca195][bookmark: _LINE__1_c4afe3a4_f7bb_4ad7_81c1_426e369][bookmark: _LINE__2_fad94b4f_714a_4522_a641_417fb6d]Board membership must reflect a diversity of skills and experience relevant to investment in agricultural, food and forest products processing and manufacturing industries and represent the racial diversity of the food system in the State with specific representation by Indian tribes, communities of color and other underserved communities and populations.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0798bb70_4d23_40cf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0a0b0d9c_0e62_48b2_a78d_8][bookmark: _PAR__4_c01d1d5b_6c70_4e15_a66a_d263c108][bookmark: _LINE__7_fa62a971_56e6_4507_8464_7660eed][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c7d373e0_5899_4fe0]Sec. 3.  7 MRSA §320-C, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__715369f7_5833_4be4_ab0a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2d37c7c6_5285_460d_aeab_633][bookmark: _PAR__5_4adf309e_37f9_4b89_a272_90cfe5a1][bookmark: _LINE__8_9df243ee_6d96_4d46_9a66_188bf18][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a573e595_1207_4469_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d18bcfe1_fd94_4059_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ba7d737c_0aa7_4860_963][bookmark: _LINE__9_3d19bcc6_8ec3_4581_ae51_6dc767d][bookmark: _LINE__10_9d2c6bb0_635c_432b_9b64_24c164][bookmark: _LINE__11_cc17600d_b702_4d7a_b7ea_08cd8d][bookmark: _LINE__12_a4226f01_87ff_44dd_ba6e_d22160]8.  Uses of disbursements limited.  A producer that receives a disbursement from the fund must have a processing or manufacturing facility that is located in the State, shall use the disbursement to support the operations of the facility and shall use the disbursement to obtain the primary agricultural, food or forest product used in its commercial products from a farm or a forest or waters in the State or from offshore waters to be collected in the State.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_27169f56_9c1c_464a_aaad_4fa20acb][bookmark: _LINE__16_4faa1f77_36ff_4231_a946_376a7f]Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund Z384
[bookmark: _PAR__9_dcf79caf_6d96_4413_abef_5ac0391a][bookmark: _LINE__17_2e4139c4_037d_42f2_a708_adf890][bookmark: _LINE__18_d25ed7c2_6f2e_4bb7_b410_2f2ec3][bookmark: _LINE__19_71791be2_90ae_4328_a04b_7803d4]Initiative: Provides one-time funding to support public-private partnerships that facilitate strategic investments in the State's agricultural, food and forest products processing and manufacturing industries. These funds are nonlapsing.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_3eb50bdd_aadd_4411_aa66_29f64da][bookmark: _LINE__25_20c58a25_556d_4fc0_a682_e5d9d8][bookmark: _LINE__26_862881d1_149f_40ee_9c5d_349a9c][bookmark: _LINE__27_b1845bfc_d1ed_4ffd_ab20_59aa23][bookmark: _LINE__28_6d515d41_0897_42e3_882d_33c7c0][bookmark: _LINE__29_f4070102_1a7d_4671_b418_704a9f][bookmark: _LINE__30_54f19fd4_e2ff_487f_9b03_b36787][bookmark: _LINE__31_84306a4f_3960_4883_824e_46f5b4][bookmark: _LINE__32_9254ced2_077c_4a4a_9aba_0b0d53]This bill amends the laws governing the Maine Agriculture, Food System and Forest Products Infrastructure Investment Advisory Board to require the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House to appoint members to the board and prohibit a member of the board who holds a position in a producer or business that causes a conflict of interest with regard to a vote the board is holding from participating in that vote.  It also requires producers of agricultural, food and forest products receiving disbursements from the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund to obtain their primary agricultural, food or forest products from within the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_ed789681_b728_4ca3_bd0a_9639a51][bookmark: _LINE__33_4f9cf912_d08e_46b0_8d4c_d9d937][bookmark: _LINE__34_3209b911_8781_41b7_999c_459811]Finally, this bill provides a one-time appropriation of $10,000,000 in fiscal year 2024-25 to the fund.
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