131st Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding Quality of Care and the Board of Trustees at the Maine Veterans' Homes
L.D. 
An Act Regarding Quality of Care and the Board of Trustees at the Maine Veterans' Homes
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a7311cef_0fec_4721_b573][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b7a74088_a66b_4c97_87ce_7f5][bookmark: _PAR__4_b2df86ac_3750_4caf_8c36_f91817cc][bookmark: _LINE__5_0d7df8e1_4fc1_4f85_af2c_707e691][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c14b112e_8731_4f45_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b968ed17_a58d_4a05_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__38e49941_57f2_4518_820][bookmark: _LINE__6_fbe614dd_e620_4f10_8edb_6afe4b6][bookmark: _LINE__7_021ad332_eab3_4616_9ede_d337c24]2-A.  Appointment; composition.  The board consists of 14 members, one of whom must be the Director of the Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services, ex officio, who serves without term.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f66c0ebb_348e_44ca_a74f_7c1][bookmark: _PAR__10_811c6b88_534e_4e5d_a915_bf78b30][bookmark: _LINE__23_24cd84c2_4f55_4444_a258_82a7f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0efa8b6_d01e_4b4c_b0cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c54e943d_088d_46f5_8c0][bookmark: _LINE__24_e7a033ac_3863_4ee2_b956_48f688][bookmark: _LINE__25_1478b259_e4e7_456f_a23a_552b10](2)  One member who is not a member of the United States Armed Forces or the National Guard or a veteran and who is not on the list of nominees submitted by the board pursuant to subparagraph (1).
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__53ddd74c_dea6_41d9_9c56_174][bookmark: _PAR__14_2c21f79a_d845_49b2_9624_054f156][bookmark: _LINE__34_167152b6_aad6_4a70_8488_0e4ac1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8958c81a_9979_47da_a193][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e8226605_121a_4a93_874][bookmark: _LINE__35_5d75f371_8b3b_496f_804d_92c9fe][bookmark: _LINE__36_ef117408_c1e0_4a25_8492_a195be][bookmark: _LINE__37_680d921c_ef89_4f09_9361_445acb](3)  One member who is a veteran who identifies as Black or African American or Native American from a list of recommendations submitted to the board by established organizations that represent the interests of Black or African American or Native American veterans in the State; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e8788e19_43ed_479e_879][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__881671cc_5512_48f6_9849_5676][bookmark: _PAGE__2_8ae882aa_9e85_45d7_9e3d_f5e56af][bookmark: _PAR__1_824cfd47_35d1_45c4_8156_71f1ace8][bookmark: _LINE__1_e15019c2_fc39_43b4_b5d1_825fed6][bookmark: _LINE__2_15dd08bc_7fd2_4772_ab93_589205d][bookmark: _LINE__3_6dbe8964_8a06_4089_9c95_6cc60f4][bookmark: _LINE__4_518fbf1e_bbf3_4a75_a3be_192be4d]The membership of the board must reflect the diversity of the State, including, but not limited to, diversity in geographic location, cultural and ethnic background, race, sexual orientation, gender identity and professional experience.  A majority of members must be honorably discharged veterans.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__01600b15_6c99_4f72_96d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c44d8572_1a96_4160_948d_2a0a][bookmark: _PAR__4_f0804250_e9a0_4d65_81d4_345af269][bookmark: _LINE__8_16e942c5_2c8e_4255_90e7_0b13a14][bookmark: _LINE__9_10dcca3c_7dc8_478d_999a_70a25c9][bookmark: _LINE__10_03c3b47f_6deb_420b_914e_d5602c][bookmark: _LINE__11_df35b19a_82f3_4dc3_8588_6c3d80][bookmark: _LINE__12_64ec9938_1048_4447_8b8b_1d1640][bookmark: _LINE__13_d9d681c0_c007_4a54_a262_dc1fa6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__125f24e3_0b5e_47a0_882][bookmark: _LINE__14_477df84a_e69a_4349_893a_e3e3ec][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__79fa18d3_84d9_4769_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__01bd1c30_c88a_4e4b_b2][bookmark: _LINE__15_274beb23_dd8b_4b25_bf76_3721eb][bookmark: _LINE__16_aa10369d_3c09_442d_b352_1f7f98][bookmark: _LINE__17_5183f434_600e_4d5a_b209_6d0a0a][bookmark: _LINE__18_d313a48e_fb94_49ed_8e96_cd6c03][bookmark: _LINE__19_991449d2_bc31_4c35_a29e_f7526f][bookmark: _LINE__20_780f3f8d_8cba_4bea_863f_a7cc14][bookmark: _LINE__21_5b572c3b_a6b4_4fa1_83a2_32d662][bookmark: _LINE__22_5f910646_24e4_42d8_9ca7_168ab4][bookmark: _LINE__23_c7d31185_cd5f_4cb1_9ac5_baeafc][bookmark: _LINE__24_96423639_fa7a_4662_a94d_ec9039][bookmark: _LINE__25_6564b093_78ee_49a8_b214_33d130][bookmark: _LINE__26_220372fb_6add_4de1_8e70_f3470c]By February 15, 2023 and annually thereafter, the board shall submit a report to the Governor and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over veterans affairs.  This report must contain a copy of audited financial statements, statistics on members who resided in the homes during the year, any amendments to the rules regarding the administration of the homes made by the board since its last report on the administration of the homes, a description of any efforts to seek funding as required under section 604, subsection 6, and an analysis of staffing levels, funding and ability of the homes to meet the mission of providing members quality care. The report must also contain an overview of the annual quality assurance and performance improvement plan as required under 42 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 483.75 and residents' council activities as required under Department of Health and Human Services rule Chapter 110: Regulations Governing the Licensing and Functioning of Skilled Nursing Facilities and Nursing Facilities. The report must contain the goals and actions taken to achieve the desired outcomes outlined in the quality assurance and performance improvement plan and a summary of issues, recommendations and action plans resulting from the residents' council operating in each home. The report must include recommendations to the Governor and Legislature and information regarding such other matters as the board considers pertinent.  The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over veterans affairs may report out legislation based upon the report.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5623393f_b2bc][bookmark: _PAR__5_ed4ae29e_8ca6_4354_8608_785ef510][bookmark: _LINE__27_57533211_4211_4c92_9275_d5a1c9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6b2175ac_d79d_4305][bookmark: _LINE__28_2f67d944_93aa_4fff_8bcf_ffe684][bookmark: _LINE__29_302aa30b_9bd4_4878_8d88_9cda25][bookmark: _LINE__30_968e5db9_24bb_4137_9083_def4db][bookmark: _LINE__31_924e1937_c5f8_4517_a433_77167a][bookmark: _LINE__32_b18782e3_d67e_4297_81c6_22171a][bookmark: _LINE__33_e5c9b17c_4526_4e3c_a1db_9939aa]Sec. 4.  Transition.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 37-B, section 603, a member of the Board of Trustees of the Maine Veterans' Homes serving on the board on the effective date of this Act may serve the remainder of that member's term. Appointments must be made on a rotating basis as each term ends by the Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House until the 13 appointed members have been replaced or reappointed. Thereafter, vacancies on the board must be filled according to the appointing authority under Title 37-B, section 603.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_103e942e_2318_4640_bdb6_94d9facc][bookmark: _LINE__36_e0ec942f_4ddc_4afb_8d24_870e92][bookmark: _LINE__37_2a1e95fb_7706_4920_aca8_84dbbb]1.  It updates the membership criteria of the Board of Trustees of the Maine Veterans' Homes and alters the appointing authority for appointing members to the board.
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