131st Maine Legislature
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__281f0660_3f51][bookmark: _PAR__2_b97ed763_7e4f_426f_9476_22feefb8][bookmark: _LINE__9_397cfe3e_b63a_4c77_b106_2d88fdc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c0ca43bf_4b3f_4062][bookmark: _LINE__10_9fd70333_4f92_40c1_bc6c_ad0584][bookmark: _LINE__11_01908d0b_b099_417f_9435_bc7fdd][bookmark: _LINE__12_d83a5360_aa3b_4cfa_abfd_848f5c][bookmark: _LINE__13_f1ea6b71_6be2_46ab_b690_d9bc6a][bookmark: _LINE__14_897ebae2_ce81_4391_81bb_7d7753]Sec. 2.  Administration of feasibility study; partners. Resolved:  That the commission shall contract with an independent engineering firm to formulate and administer the feasibility study. The commission may also contract or otherwise consult with an organization or firm with expertise in public policy related to energy, public utilities or infrastructure. The commission and its chosen partners for the feasibility study are referred to in this resolve as "the project team."
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_961537c7_29b4_4897_8030_8ab73d75][bookmark: _LINE__20_a9b690db_17b3_4d5e_849c_2e1248][bookmark: _LINE__21_d122f073_0c41_4bc4_9f9a_105255][bookmark: _LINE__22_4021396a_38ae_4079_98fd_d61df9]1.  The extent to which the proposed electric transmission line would satisfy the requirements of and advance the goals of the Northern Maine Renewable Energy Development Program; 
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_b27edaba_a5e1_4918_9a33_3bf0c95][bookmark: _LINE__37_ef12a7c8_9990_437f_9c4b_77ad8f]B.  Impacts on scenic character;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_afdc09e3_6811_4c85_9062_db96f7f][bookmark: _LINE__38_2892f34d_fd60_48b3_959e_25ad67]C.  Impacts on recreational uses of affected land;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_3b554d03_da4c_419e_8928_746fa0e][bookmark: _LINE__39_41105e1c_8e67_47ae_bdc8_c35a1f]D.  Impacts on historical sites; 
[bookmark: _PAR__16_17501625_2efe_45ec_baae_a2791bb][bookmark: _LINE__40_e0f58d8a_b9bd_4752_9c1a_2fe115][bookmark: _LINE__41_51f699b1_129b_4445_9549_1ec467]E.  The extent to which any proposed route would pass through privately owned land; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_283466e6_4d04_4c96_b1ac_9de1d3ba][bookmark: _LINE__12_de15efd5_94eb_4b43_87ad_620d6d]11.  Cost allocation; and
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[bookmark: _SUMMARY__8befc6e7_284e_41f3_bf1f_a8a515][bookmark: _PAGE__3_d055017b_45b0_4013_8f3f_da9bddb][bookmark: _PAR__1_11b156e9_1783_47c7_99fe_b99dd92b][bookmark: _LINE__1_6d5918d4_422c_4b2d_a3bf_9133c3f]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_5fdba4d9_8f97_4fe4_b149_1d694032][bookmark: _LINE__2_e92d8dc2_7aed_4c7c_8da0_f9c5e6d][bookmark: _LINE__3_919479ca_a688_43bc_8fa1_50568d8][bookmark: _LINE__4_b22df30e_9d8f_4ba7_81e7_3154f36][bookmark: _LINE__5_282b96df_b481_4fd5_991f_cf00a28][bookmark: _LINE__6_777eac4b_d759_4a1a_80c3_a67d83d][bookmark: _LINE__7_792f3f26_c215_41ce_9004_86fe46e][bookmark: _LINE__8_0e8977da_843f_4d7b_8df8_a35b800][bookmark: _LINE__9_06f3465d_0f2a_443a_8677_0c834fa][bookmark: _LINE__10_e348b6cb_a5fd_413e_b935_a7b25f][bookmark: _LINE__11_47d7fe68_bc8c_4694_ab0c_ea3d13][bookmark: _LINE__12_553e232f_4294_42b5_8c17_e98892][bookmark: _LINE__13_c008a8d7_eaea_4b73_b893_50b5f7][bookmark: _LINE__14_6bbdd699_1246_42e8_b91c_5ab7bb][bookmark: _LINE__15_bd50ca4a_a93f_461a_94fd_6cbe71][bookmark: _LINE__16_542b5c64_4d5c_482c_9e84_112fad][bookmark: _LINE__17_aed56bd6_9758_49b6_8343_0d4df5][bookmark: _LINE__18_7bbebc8d_98c2_4ba6_b4dd_cc2df7]This resolve requires the Public Utilities Commission to contract with one or more partners to initiate a study evaluating the feasibility of alternative technologies and siting routes for the development and construction of an electric transmission line pursuant to the Northern Maine Renewable Energy Development Program. The feasibility study must include an evaluation of a number of factors, including, but not limited to, economic impacts, environmental impacts, public health concerns and a cost-benefit analysis of the proposed electric transmission line and requires the commission to consider community input. Upon conclusion of the feasibility study, the commission is required to issue a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters, which must include a summary of the feasibility study and any recommendations by the commission and its partners. The resolve authorizes the committee receiving the report to report out a bill related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature. The commission may not resume the requestforproposals process or any other work on the electric transmission line until the feasibility study has been completed, the report has been submitted to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters and the 132nd Legislature has adjourned.
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