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An Act To Address the Economic Impact of Federal Closures on Maine's Fixed Gear Fishing Industry
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_b9be69ed_186b_45f7_a2ce_f1cb1474][bookmark: _LINE__3_0885ff92_d20d_4a98_8b09_12fc1e2][bookmark: _LINE__4_9deff104_11cb_4097_949b_be07ce9][bookmark: _LINE__5_8ffe8ba4_383e_4c8e_a600_8c301ae]Whereas, the United States Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration recently adopted federal regulations implementing portions of the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_646b1070_28fc_4fb1_9315_e433bf1c][bookmark: _LINE__6_2931d62e_f622_45f5_91d1_0273c7d][bookmark: _LINE__7_b8036748_72b8_4159_a90b_17f3b8b][bookmark: _LINE__8_d0aa1134_6106_4f79_b8e7_dade9bd]Whereas, the immediate impact of these regulations is the closure to lobster fishing of approximately 1,000 square miles of federal waters off the coast of Maine from October to January, starting in October 2021; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__07718b64_5397_456d_9db9][bookmark: _PAR__5_996eb5aa_518c_4a4c_8c1e_0b21f8d9][bookmark: _LINE__11_9db4fdc1_f001_4cb9_8c8e_d852f7][bookmark: _LINE__12_309d4257_7cef_416c_8142_b43cd5][bookmark: _LINE__13_c5244391_7fd7_49bc_b962_74dfd5]Whereas, the recent stay of these regulations by a United States District Court is likely a temporary reprieve from the negative impacts of these regulations on Maine's fixed gear fishing industry; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_afbe63ed_c22f_417a_83e3_4cfab64f][bookmark: _LINE__14_2aaa41b7_32d2_4ead_9da3_7dba5c][bookmark: _LINE__15_dd55e358_68cb_42aa_b6b0_1f64c0][bookmark: _LINE__16_088591c5_970f_4e53_b0bc_6bfbe7][bookmark: _LINE__17_40ae1b48_99b2_4bc0_910c_bf7b23]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d469bbb5_c34c_4086_bbcd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cc4c0320_8018_4d39_ad44_36a][bookmark: _PAR__10_4b4e898b_5512_48f2_860d_5d78651][bookmark: _LINE__21_114a066f_3c5d_4d36_a0e5_46f9f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7a1189bc_e4ad_4706_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b69b2d71_b366_441c_b67][bookmark: _LINE__22_d876c4ab_82ed_441d_b773_ac6c9a][bookmark: _LINE__23_18a1fa04_8291_40e9_b241_b82e51][bookmark: _LINE__24_fb88899c_fa47_4ec9_a5f4_1203ed][bookmark: _LINE__25_46a064e6_8351_4b72_b78c_09e2c7][bookmark: _LINE__26_f581b7ff_c970_4bbb_a0e7_2358ee]1.  Fund established.  The Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan Impact Fund, referred to in this section as “the Reduction Plan Impact Fund,” is established as a nonlapsing fund within the department to mitigate negative financial impacts experienced by individuals and businesses involved in the State’s fixed gear fishing industry resulting from the amendment of 50 Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 229.2, 229.32 and 697.21 published in 86 Federal Register, 52011 to 52024 (2021).
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__f59c7bc9_fba6][bookmark: _PAR__12_b1de9daf_5967_47fa_ad8c_2c12fee][bookmark: _LINE__31_1d9d227c_ed28_47c2_8f20_7cd57a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f3400181_2a84_4d9d][bookmark: _LINE__32_88c64cf6_ef27_4831_8d74_ebb978][bookmark: _LINE__33_36e660d8_80ec_481d_a78b_d9a061][bookmark: _LINE__34_ac98c2e9_25d0_42f7_8e6b_702832][bookmark: _LINE__35_c45d1545_5d2e_4b8e_8c06_79d429][bookmark: _LINE__36_d0efbb4d_7dcc_4c98_9f55_e68982][bookmark: _LINE__37_208aed06_ae73_4c51_90d9_2785a3][bookmark: _LINE__38_f406cbca_b5be_4def_a22a_8643a2]Sec. 2.  Report. The Department of Marine Resources shall report on the status of the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan Impact Fund, established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 6043, subsection 1, by January 15, 2023 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over marine resources matters.  The report must include the amount of funds distributed to each recipient, whether individual or business, the number of recipients and the results achieved or negative impact mitigated. The joint standing committee may report out a bill based on the report to the 131st Legislature.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__3b3a0873_75d6][bookmark: _PAR__13_4ffac61a_539d_4b74_a160_c2ab6eb][bookmark: _LINE__39_6dd49f52_47e0_4a83_92af_0f5e9a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__534a40c6_1df7_4e0a][bookmark: _LINE__40_a9ec3c26_fc6c_48b7_8d08_f3591e][bookmark: _LINE__41_506c1396_7276_4a53_bdee_a2de4a][bookmark: _LINE__42_25d15c74_6028_4d77_8e16_ee5f49]Sec. 3. Transfer. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, on or before June 30, 2022, the State Controller shall transfer $3,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Marine Resources, Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan Impact Fund program, Other Special Revenue Funds account. 
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_d3d11c87_97cc_4921_82d5_96fcbb39][bookmark: _LINE__5_70a27ee8_5c95_40b3_9e8c_b391d66][bookmark: _LINE__6_b2738709_70b4_4ea6_b05e_e593235][bookmark: _LINE__7_b21e4641_f6b5_4281_bc4e_3d0345d][bookmark: _LINE__8_3d5650aa_3471_4124_8525_719d703][bookmark: _LINE__9_eeba1b36_b86b_421a_8d2b_9151d7a]Initiative: Provides ongoing allocations for grants to individuals and businesses involved in the State’s fixed gear fishing industry to mitigate negative financial impacts experienced as a result of the United States Department of Commerce, National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration regulations resulting from the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan. The department may not use more than 1% of the funds for administrative costs.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_1f003706_be3b_4656_b6da_7d184f3d][bookmark: _LINE__17_e989fab2_0a8c_4eeb_927e_fb52b8][bookmark: _LINE__18_8901e40f_06a3_4e24_bd9e_7ccd47][bookmark: _LINE__19_918e38a8_a6d5_4017_895b_5ec078][bookmark: _LINE__20_e040c949_5e32_4294_ae7e_9e7d4e][bookmark: _LINE__21_0398d8b4_8f4d_47ee_aba6_2deaac][bookmark: _LINE__22_add59e93_50d4_4686_8280_96b597][bookmark: _LINE__23_3d4164af_2475_4668_a5df_813da5][bookmark: _LINE__24_e21167a5_c987_46cc_9ac6_cb57d1]This bill establishes the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan Impact Fund, administered by the Department of Marine Resources, to mitigate negative financial impacts incurred by individuals and businesses engaged in Maine’s fixed gear fishing industry.  The department is required to establish by rule the eligibility criteria and application process for individuals and businesses.  The department is required to report concerning the activity of the fund to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over marine resources matters by January 15, 2023. The committee has the authority to report out a bill based on the report.
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