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An Act To Ensure Low-income Families and Children with Special Needs Can Access After-school Services
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_fa8cc36d_b282_4293_a481_e9b39b6][bookmark: _LINE__25_6e8f814b_8326_4417_859b_4745d1][bookmark: _LINE__26_2dfdeae6_47ea_4280_8472_dd1c9d][bookmark: _LINE__27_d515091a_8094_47fd_b93c_04df32][bookmark: _LINE__28_6ba37a72_5e90_47fa_9949_a4a996][bookmark: _LINE__29_924d4c53_4988_4825_beaa_ae4c8a][bookmark: _LINE__30_0f25d0e0_e981_43c7_89ea_800483][bookmark: _LINE__31_7b358777_deb9_4576_b9e5_3fe2f9][bookmark: _LINE__32_3729ecee_180f_472e_ab57_de2c64][bookmark: _LINE__33_273aee01_2f43_49f3_bc65_8f2723][bookmark: _LINE__34_4bb7dd52_418d_4b76_9d1c_92cd7b][bookmark: _LINE__35_1df54ef9_31cd_4ac3_9a4f_b75e7e][bookmark: _LINE__36_ba4d501b_b549_4f59_91ab_b9937b]This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to reimburse for after-school services to children enrolled in the MaineCare program.  The department must reimburse for after-school services, whether the services are provided by a licensed child care provider, an after-school program operated by a school district or a community recreational program, in the same manner as services that are medically necessary to access education at school are reimbursed.  If services are provided to a child with a disability in an after-school program, the department must ensure that the services are appropriate to the child’s need and any additional staffing necessary to provide those services must also be reimbursed.  The bill provides that a child eligible for MaineCare services is also eligible for child care subsidies and those subsidies may be used for after-school services whether the provider is a licensed child care provider, an after-school program operated by a school district or a community recreational program.
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