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An Act to Enhance Protections for and Better Address Invasive Aquatic Plant Infestations in Inland Waters of the State
L.D. 
An Act to Enhance Protections for and Better Address Invasive Aquatic Plant Infestations in Inland Waters of the State
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__c83cec26_1d0f_4cab_a3a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__77800d63_3900_492e_bc5b_5f7b5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__dab72703_1209_418c_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_86944254_c531_4fe1_b61e_dbff658][bookmark: _PAR__1_3172e72a_8deb_4c4b_a43b_e660f3b1][bookmark: _LINE__1_3c41bf07_ec28_4a50_b6b9_ffec708]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b1438e21_4d22][bookmark: _PAR__6_6e19424c_de80_4489_b970_c34e8edb][bookmark: _LINE__17_98516e02_a38e_4ab4_9f8e_d9fec8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__41077b65_467b_45d3][bookmark: _LINE__18_b288f175_6ca7_46b1_a618_6cbacc][bookmark: _LINE__19_5c27ae45_0d4f_4e82_92dc_0dd5d0][bookmark: _LINE__20_37ce7002_b707_401e_89fb_adb988][bookmark: _LINE__21_584f4081_ea66_4141_a4e1_55e17a][bookmark: _LINE__22_c80da497_7c33_483f_821f_4f7324][bookmark: _LINE__23_eaa3fe3a_2d01_46ac_a075_25680b][bookmark: _LINE__24_57e52735_de41_4d8c_bdbc_4b70ca][bookmark: _LINE__25_bc577d96_cbb7_436b_806c_38e88c][bookmark: _LINE__26_a41e2d6b_6b3c_4ff3_8588_6b4a99][bookmark: _LINE__27_dce192aa_60de_493c_9a73_783fb2][bookmark: _LINE__28_bc16c2be_9a62_4a0d_afca_555757][bookmark: _LINE__29_43db5d78_4291_41d2_b664_1a412e][bookmark: _LINE__30_f56028b6_b7d5_4699_a726_ef2321]Sec. 3.  Commissioners to study watercraft inspection protocols and surface use restrictions on inland waters of the State with invasive aquatic plants; review of protocols and restrictions. The Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall review watercraft inspection protocols and surface use restrictions on inland waters of the State known to have invasive aquatic plants and make recommendations related to how these protocols and restrictions could be strengthened. The commissioners shall also evaluate how information about restrictions is communicated to members of the public. By January 1, 2025, the commissioners shall submit a report, including any suggested legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters on their findings and recommendations with respect to watercraft inspection protocols and surface use restrictions on inland waters of the State with invasive aquatic plants and how information on restrictions is communicated to members of the public. The committee may report out legislation based on the report to the 132nd Legislature in 2025.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_ba07c864_39d5_4635_b39b_bc0b2d64][bookmark: _LINE__2_5fa540f4_ebe5_4e55_9ad0_daa1242][bookmark: _LINE__3_59333089_0309_4e0e_800b_f80970f][bookmark: _LINE__4_48089d6c_71bb_4e73_920a_0b0eb60][bookmark: _LINE__5_92d35d0c_367f_444d_a527_853e886][bookmark: _LINE__6_cecd43d5_d920_4c5d_a948_592d518][bookmark: _LINE__7_38964ff0_e287_42b3_a63c_12c01f5]This bill appropriates $2,000,000 to the Invasive Aquatic Plant and Nuisance Species Fund to address the most serious aquatic plant infestations in inland waters of the State.  It requires the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to review and recommend more stringent watercraft inspection protocols on infested inland waters of the State and to review surface use restrictions and notification of those restrictions to members of the public.
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