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An Act To Protect Election Integrity by Regulating Possession of Ballots and Voting Machines and Devices
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__caead18f_591c_4700_92d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__13814743_6e17_4acb_88ef_3926][bookmark: _PAR__3_820b1e40_89f4_4669_99d6_a28364fe][bookmark: _LINE__4_a1c623cf_b932_44ae_a26d_01d123f][bookmark: _LINE__5_39615201_1df0_472e_889a_b316de1][bookmark: _LINE__6_d2f15dfe_7802_47ce_a2ab_f70e355][bookmark: _LINE__7_064f6663_d8b2_42c0_8cd2_a3962cf][bookmark: _LINE__8_49af7c38_f751_4be8_96bc_8f10562][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3e136b88_1a67_48bc_b0c][bookmark: _LINE__9_e9d1d3ce_6f89_4258_9253_475a74a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0af0e94d_4481_4d68_a4][bookmark: _LINE__10_afbd49f1_6c27_4b82_afa5_980149][bookmark: _LINE__11_378946af_507a_4d55_acf5_f2728a]The sealed tamper-proof ballot security containers of used ballots must remain sealed for at least 2 months after the election, unless the Secretary of State authorizes the clerk to open the containers prior to that date.  After 2 months, the clerk shall open the containers in the presence of one or more witnesses and transfer the ballots to other containers for the remainder of the retention period described in section 23. The new containers must be securely sealed. Except as expressly authorized in this Title or other applicable state or federal law, the containers must remain sealed and in the possession, custody and control of the clerk until the used ballots are destroyed in accordance with section 23.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a8b57eaa_37f0_40a7_a97][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f0cc9053_7a46_4423_8b65_4d51][bookmark: _PAR__5_9b197c43_269c_446a_b89f_08cc6b65][bookmark: _LINE__14_cbdae235_e1a2_4694_a1c1_88e238][bookmark: _LINE__15_1710ef43_68e5_42be_8767_8aa11a][bookmark: _LINE__16_66996921_7e22_4f41_bafc_3247bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f402a974_4fba_4d89_bc][bookmark: _LINE__17_037d860e_40f5_4fd1_8a6e_238967][bookmark: _LINE__18_f0c3abd1_ec7d_4d59_9fca_b6d30a][bookmark: _LINE__19_43d95293_1ee0_4604_adc5_553df4][bookmark: _LINE__20_691b1eda_caad_4835_9b29_943d46][bookmark: _LINE__21_58a9c99a_c546_4201_859c_cfe316][bookmark: _LINE__22_d6daab1a_532b_4879_857a_09914f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__51b8126e_4e43_48fe_93b][bookmark: _LINE__23_05e534ce_40a5_4df9_b4f1_c550c3][bookmark: _LINE__24_3beb222b_30c9_4c43_8c32_9e38bd][bookmark: _LINE__25_86493a33_9540_4843_b9f1_6822d4][bookmark: _LINE__26_4eee41cf_7d44_4eea_9477_22ffa5][bookmark: _LINE__27_d185be9d_4c94_466a_8173_cee4bb]On request, a municipal clerk or the Secretary of State, or both, shall produce any ballots or incoming voting lists in their custody before the Governor, either branch of the Legislature, any legislative committee or a court of competent jurisdiction. Original ballots produced under this section must remain in the sole custody of the requester until they are returned to the municipal clerk or Secretary of State, and the requester shall maintain the ballots in a secure location. Inspection of ballots produced under this section is subject to oversight by a public official authorized by law to inspect ballots. If there is an unresolved disputed ballot for an election to the State House of Representatives or the State Senate arising from a recount conducted pursuant to section 737‑A, the Secretary of State shall make a copy of that ballot available for inspection by the public.  A copy of a ballot that is made available for public inspection pursuant to this section must be made available in a manner that preserves the voter's anonymity.  Copies of disputed ballots made available for public inspection under this section must be retained by the Secretary of State for a period of 2 years after the outcome of the election is finally determined.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_399b45f1_298d_4861_8ce3_0ca2653][bookmark: _LINE__37_378d3834_1c97_45fb_a905_a2f496][bookmark: _LINE__38_8e50c8d3_b06c_4fbb_88d5_c83230][bookmark: _LINE__39_bca7ed4e_80f3_4714_913b_df1cdb][bookmark: _LINE__40_a451d1f2_979f_43b8_866d_045395][bookmark: _LINE__41_37c55d51_48d4_4418_b780_162a38][bookmark: _LINE__42_3bc57e3d_bfd7_4199_a73d_15765f][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__8d772ce9_f113_4d8c_94b7_bd6][bookmark: _PAGE__2_3f907ccc_ae04_4968_a252_182c118][bookmark: _PAR__1_fe3abd1b_3e3f_4a50_8c21_2d7d9ef2][bookmark: _LINE__1_26ada268_51e2_4604_b762_cd9c1d9][bookmark: _LINE__2_0122f510_b283_4e62_a055_dc61ab5]This bill requires the municipal clerk to retain possession, custody and control over the sealed containers of ballots unless the law expressly authorizes the containers to be transferred and secured by another entity.  The bill also requires those persons entitled to obtain original ballots for inspection to keep those ballots in their sole custody in a secure location, with any inspection subject to oversight by an appropriate public official. The bill also prohibits the municipal clerk from transferring possession, custody or control of a voting machine or voting device to any person except as authorized by the Secretary of State.
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