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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a1d79b1_3bba_4165_a7ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f5b866bd_a8d3_48f0_b0a8_758][bookmark: _PAR__7_bcdc7437_0d4a_4f7f_9cf6_11ce96eb][bookmark: _LINE__12_87795939_f2a0_455a_97fe_7875bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8e829ae7_7fcf_479b_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1dc7739f_0733_4208_a5b][bookmark: _LINE__13_8a748067_1d9a_440d_bb70_1113b4][bookmark: _LINE__14_73dcd028_7cfa_4d6d_99ae_5af967][bookmark: _LINE__15_ba612fc6_0da7_49df_b67e_8b116e][bookmark: _LINE__16_731bb429_0a94_420a_8a9b_4fcd2c][bookmark: _LINE__17_606aeb0e_e108_409c_b65b_a819c8]2. Written informed consent not required. The department may not require a licensed facility to obtain written informed consent from a person receiving mental health services or substance use disorder treatment from the licensed facility during a public health emergency.  The licensed facility may obtain consent through verbal, electronic or written means from a person receiving mental health services or substance use disorder treatment during a public health emergency.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2ab2fdfd_131b][bookmark: _PAR__9_08fc62a2_1254_453c_9191_8f77b4fa][bookmark: _LINE__21_83352ec9_2fa6_4caa_8817_6a0e77][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__292ea018_e0ad_43bb][bookmark: _LINE__22_020574d3_d418_4579_ab00_0b77a7][bookmark: _LINE__23_2df99ce9_98cc_4737_b1e7_99def3][bookmark: _LINE__24_bd57788b_18c9_4ded_b4db_92db48][bookmark: _LINE__25_503619cd_ff6a_4563_ba46_b7ad56][bookmark: _LINE__26_1ac3827a_ac29_44d3_a229_11c6a7][bookmark: _LINE__27_700b66d0_83d4_4586_bc06_54f02b][bookmark: _LINE__28_1145ede0_bfa8_421f_ab98_e6f711][bookmark: _LINE__29_4c7bc629_e13e_4394_aa21_0e8c21]Sec. 2. Department of Health and Human Services to amend certain licensing rules.  No later than January 1, 2023, the Department of Health and Human Services shall amend its rules in 14-193 C.M.R. Chapter 6, Licensing of Mental Health Facilities, and 14-118 C.M.R. Chapter 5, Regulations for Licensing and Certifying of Substance Abuse Treatment Programs, to allow a facility licensed under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 20005, subsection 6, paragraph B or Title 34-B, section 1203-A to obtain consent through verbal, electronic or written means from a person during a public health emergency in accordance with Title 22, section 51.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A. 
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_3ff69264_ba51_43cb_82e3_f70bc4d][bookmark: _LINE__31_b189d175_ff3a_47e8_9c6e_0bc844][bookmark: _LINE__32_9eaf79e7_150d_49c5_9f51_df854f][bookmark: _LINE__33_6263d7a5_2a83_44e7_a3b1_4da141][bookmark: _LINE__34_64c35393_1edc_4f43_a265_6b397d][bookmark: _LINE__35_2ba24c9d_358f_42a0_b878_a4377e][bookmark: _LINE__36_e75cec12_f727_46fc_a743_d825ee][bookmark: _LINE__37_04cc689a_e12d_4aaf_bf1f_efce18][bookmark: _LINE__38_b5eb8e7c_c66e_4815_a30d_46d859][bookmark: _LINE__39_04a0fe60_56f9_4484_9cf2_ae6902]This bill provides that the Department of Health and Human Services may not require a licensed mental health facility or licensed substance use disorder treatment facility to obtain written informed consent from a client during a federal or state public health emergency.  The licensed facility may instead obtain a client’s consent verbally, electronically or in writing.  The bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services to, no later than January 1, 2023, amend its rules in 14-193 C.M.R. Chapter 6, Licensing of Mental Health Facilities, and 14-118 C.M.R. Chapter 5, Regulations for Licensing and Certifying of Substance Abuse Treatment Programs, to meet the requirements of this legislation.
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