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An Act to Remove the Confidentiality of the Transportation of Hazardous Materials by Railroad Companies
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_df331ae4_2941_4b5e_b8ad_e37a4d3e][bookmark: _LINE__3_182742ae_14d4_4c18_b8f1_3c78bcc][bookmark: _LINE__4_1dbef11b_d378_4336_b73f_72f7caa][bookmark: _LINE__5_289a0280_4db7_46a2_b853_423d87a][bookmark: _LINE__6_e4df8681_9a3e_4839_a0c7_916250c][bookmark: _LINE__7_45892542_897a_49fe_a026_33e06ed]Whereas, records provided by railroad companies describing hazardous materials transported in the State, the routes of hazardous materials shipments and the frequency of hazardous materials operations on those routes that are in the possession of a state or local emergency management entity or law enforcement agency, fire department or other first responder are not subject to public disclosure; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e6fdf0e9_8424_4780_b863_b0ad5a97][bookmark: _LINE__8_c4e423b7_506c_4bb2_a91f_1e1366e]Whereas, this legislation makes those records subject to public disclosure; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_aa6c5ea1_b194_4f93_876b_9fb24edf][bookmark: _LINE__9_05dc98e7_8a50_419c_8510_01e10a9][bookmark: _LINE__10_b8dd65c2_cce7_43d7_b1ae_ae18b5][bookmark: _LINE__11_27447c10_6101_493c_a310_0bcaec]Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period because the potential for discharge of hazardous materials transported by a railroad company poses a threat to public health, safety and welfare; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8c208049_479e_4867_9920_0ac66db3][bookmark: _LINE__12_2897bedb_aaed_4ac5_a507_1e2629][bookmark: _LINE__13_003820f4_a2ef_4fc2_8192_1af64c][bookmark: _LINE__14_978c7736_816c_44f8_8d5a_fe5812][bookmark: _LINE__15_18a7ec58_b4c2_4105_91e9_1ad295]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__a260138c_9ae5_40c5_90][bookmark: _PAR__10_e6fa3cc5_2bd3_4618_9e6d_e49c72f][bookmark: _LINE__24_cdae8198_3a03_4977_981b_8f2316][bookmark: _LINE__25_7603cab3_3699_4ab1_be53_a45c75]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_f1441f78_8c69_4d7a_97e2_e82e690][bookmark: _LINE__27_bd524006_c02f_4d44_ae7b_7b4e6f][bookmark: _LINE__28_73001299_7376_45e9_8083_67b0a5]This bill repeals the public exception for records related to the transportation of hazardous materials by a railroad company.
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