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An Act To Integrate African American Studies into American History Education
L.D. 
An Act To Integrate African American Studies into American History Education
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_0c579432_50c0_4b9c_bdbb_99ceb53][bookmark: _LINE__32_d3e75b46_a321_4df0_b6e6_27342f][bookmark: _LINE__33_f3d4ad29_4859_4641_86d8_44c48a][bookmark: _LINE__34_a1c00a34_eddf_4a74_abd9_ccd38b]1.  Development of resources.  The department shall identify and make available to schools resources and materials for teaching African American studies, including Maine African American studies, pursuant to this Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_6d4e8df0_2c55_4eca_bbe5_a5ed368][bookmark: _LINE__35_ff6cacdf_a394_4f57_b735_aade24][bookmark: _LINE__36_871f127b_f011_42a9_ac46_e282bd][bookmark: _LINE__37_a531a03e_459f_47d8_a182_2fee01][bookmark: _LINE__38_7abfaaa3_3616_4063_bc1c_d513d9][bookmark: _LINE__39_61269e1e_9ac7_4b2b_9412_4b22a6][bookmark: _LINE__40_67464072_3008_4951_af6d_38ea60][bookmark: _LINE__41_ababc224_4262_469d_bfee_a7d938][bookmark: _LINE__42_7e115ee6_5fd7_48cf_940a_2a94d5][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__5e214a34_c081_4dd1_b5ae_faa][bookmark: _PAGE__2_879afb8f_6f3c_4df6_902e_bcc9552][bookmark: _PAR__1_7e903663_cafa_4678_973e_f0b6e2b2][bookmark: _LINE__1_1611833a_029b_4705_ba0f_b39756e][bookmark: _LINE__2_896a4006_89f4_4be1_9317_18db17f][bookmark: _LINE__3_a9b35cc3_7bcc_464b_a5a6_e00b6e3][bookmark: _LINE__4_1e20ba87_63f3_4e19_97fd_1ef9bc0]2.  Advisory group.  The department shall, within 30 days after the effective date of this Act, convene a volunteer advisory group to collect information and prepare materials for the teaching of African American studies and Maine African American studies.  The advisory group must include scholars of African American history and culture; representatives from African American civil rights organizations in the State, African American history and cultural organizations and the Gerald E. Talbot Collection at the University of Southern Maine; the Maine State Archivist; and members of the public with personal experience that would inform the collection of information and preparation of materials under this section.  The department shall include at least one member from the advisory group in any group or committee convened to review the parameters for essential instruction and graduation requirements for social studies pursuant to Title 20-A, section 6209, subsection 4.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_7c850579_3b0f_4ed6_ae79_3eec18f6][bookmark: _LINE__5_b4343940_d5bb_401b_9c8d_6bc5359][bookmark: _LINE__6_b58ce9bd_fa44_427a_b05a_4e84f21][bookmark: _LINE__7_de7fc2d9_aeb7_4f75_bea2_e2dab45][bookmark: _LINE__8_93867d59_e50a_4681_8aa9_c115b76]3.  Guidance; best practices; exemplar modules.  The department shall develop guidance, best practices and exemplar modules to support the integration of African American studies and Maine African American studies into the instruction of American history and Maine history.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3d58362e_b79f_4bf7_aac7_51b1459c][bookmark: _LINE__9_96ca04b8_3b40_4a96_97e5_de157f7][bookmark: _LINE__10_596a950d_6458_4c4f_8b1b_71b9ed][bookmark: _LINE__11_d7e6d891_0dff_447d_bdc4_e214e7][bookmark: _LINE__12_fb5378aa_ccea_45d9_9467_9e3567]4.  Curriculum audit.  The department shall develop a process that supports and enables a local school administrative unit to conduct an internal audit of its curriculum to ensure an equitable representation of African American voices and an accurate historical account of African American history and culture.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8642d6e1_4a76_4116_a269_01ffbbbc][bookmark: _LINE__13_191ef53d_994c_44be_941a_f69f0c][bookmark: _LINE__14_7fa8a0a4_6ef9_4188_b1a2_7bb994][bookmark: _LINE__15_92dec126_d685_462f_aa28_496634]5.  Reporting.  The department shall submit a report on the progress of the implementation of this Act to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters no later than April 1, 2022.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_2804f92e_27a5_41d0_a42e_bc6e6bd0][bookmark: _LINE__19_d746996b_aafa_48aa_9646_5f33df][bookmark: _LINE__20_b4fdc4d7_8a4a_4357_ba04_daf3aa][bookmark: _LINE__21_6caf3ab8_4654_4715_8a04_73708b][bookmark: _LINE__22_36534ef1_72c8_4b11_b118_a70774][bookmark: _LINE__23_60bf857b_3691_4753_b6ba_22c6c8][bookmark: _LINE__24_811ddfba_ca8f_4c7b_a4b1_33f495][bookmark: _LINE__25_888daaca_1985_43d8_96dc_df6af0][bookmark: _LINE__26_bb83f2db_3ea8_46a9_8a30_d93aa3][bookmark: _LINE__27_a7821a9d_668b_471c_b1a5_66058c][bookmark: _LINE__28_4c66f178_c2ba_4a46_af11_14382e][bookmark: _LINE__29_ddc6b30f_ea06_4a2c_b738_de64b4][bookmark: _LINE__30_8b1d8f7d_6403_4a95_af5d_8d1fbe][bookmark: _LINE__31_b60776ad_e7e0_4f23_90cb_5325fa][bookmark: _LINE__32_50ff91d2_18d7_44ed_a4e6_ea4a17][bookmark: _LINE__33_4531ef15_b633_41e3_bbdc_ea4686]This bill includes instruction on African American studies and Maine African American studies, including African American cultural systems and the experience of African Americans throughout American history, in the Department of Education's required units of instruction on American history and Maine studies.  The bill requires the department to convene a volunteer advisory committee to collect information and prepare materials for teaching African American studies and Maine African American studies and to develop and provide guidance, best practices and exemplar modules to local school administrative units to integrate African American studies and Maine African American studies into their curriculum.  The bill also requires the department to develop a process to enable a local school administrative unit to conduct an internal audit of its curriculum to ensure an equitable representation of African American voices and an accurate historical account of African American history and culture.  The bill also requires the department to submit a report on the progress of the implementation of this Act to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters no later than April 1, 2022.
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