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An Act to Enact the Maine Fair Chance Housing Act
L.D. 
An Act to Enact the Maine Fair Chance Housing Act
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__345997f4_d3b6_42c8_ab2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__aa4ad6e5_3220_4c63_a215_99692][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__9c0167e7_2474_4e29_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_89ae89d5_b118_4c1a_8827_6bac51f][bookmark: _PAR__1_514706ad_a480_4abc_ae95_bc546a71][bookmark: _LINE__1_fbde5003_0d13_47b4_aade_a7d22c1]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5f1fddce_5622_461e_9922_96db][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__837f11e9_f94f_4d38_a61][bookmark: _PAR__7_01ef6050_9f52_4be1_8cc4_be516ad8][bookmark: _LINE__12_5359958d_cc73_4059_91ad_a75c51][bookmark: _LINE__13_afdafa33_d91d_4a61_a9d6_fa28f3][bookmark: _LINE__14_e3797c1d_a8ec_4ff9_a83a_ebce78][bookmark: _LINE__15_07aa2c0f_3ed7_46c8_ad11_46cae0][bookmark: _LINE__16_ac7196aa_2a77_4c8b_9ccd_b3575a][bookmark: _LINE__17_bbbdf939_c6b3_4d09_8531_042c74]A person aggrieved by a current or prospective housing provider's violation of section 4774 may file a complaint with the commission. The commission shall investigate and review such complaints, as described in section 4612, and shall keep a record of all complaints, reports of problems or concerns and suggestions regarding the implementation, compliance and effect of chapter 337-E. The commission also shall conduct periodic reviews with private housing providers to assess compliance with that chapter.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fcdd9272_3bb9_400f_9339][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f60d7727_8bcd_4834_90e2_2dff][bookmark: _PAR__10_c281069c_000c_4204_9e37_2fcc36c][bookmark: _LINE__22_39a22f01_6340_4704_a091_9a3226][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7869c63e_1a7c_4bde_bf5][bookmark: _LINE__23_3e24a7a2_38e8_455d_8576_c547ac]B. For each subsequent violation, the housing provider shall submit to an investigation conducted pursuant to section 4612.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__27b84bc0_a13e_4e0f_9b12_a28d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bd889151_3ef4_497a_9a3][bookmark: _PAR__2_ac5ddd34_e622_413b_ba71_611057e1][bookmark: _LINE__2_f6a095de_f68d_40b6_ae1a_2de27ce][bookmark: _LINE__3_dc2504f2_fb6b_4276_9a4f_d931268]As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b779a3ed_28a2_4a7a_b2ce][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7cb93692_4452_4389_9fb8_1a2][bookmark: _PAR__12_b82457b0_2ee4_485b_8fb7_eeaa0c0][bookmark: _LINE__30_622f3cb4_8504_4e2a_92a4_bb9942][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c1adc28a_9307_4e69_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2b6278f0_a347_4ffb_aec][bookmark: _LINE__31_e42abb9d_2df3_4c14_9d25_26f5f8][bookmark: _LINE__32_649e42de_f6a9_40df_a6ad_fe6a87][bookmark: _LINE__33_89e5d381_bdc1_49db_825d_d238b6]2. Civil action. An aggrieved individual may bring a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction against a private housing provider that has violated section 4774 and, upon prevailing, is entitled to such legal or equitable relief as the court may determine appropriate and reasonable attorney's fees and costs.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__192c2181_ab78_4300_8cbd_2fcf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ddd59877_1af9_40c9_aa8][bookmark: _PAR__14_8f179ce8_8c41_4434_8d48_8917009][bookmark: _LINE__35_5fdbb0a7_94c7_44be_8f62_8ff447][bookmark: _LINE__36_29e95c4e_978a_49fa_af5f_3ce04f][bookmark: _LINE__37_80e30195_53db_4afa_a885_6af78c][bookmark: _LINE__38_c71bcd22_73fc_49ac_b021_783a55][bookmark: _LINE__39_f0c10603_f3e7_4daf_8bd0_d776e0]An individual who is aggrieved by a violation of section 4774 by the State or a political subdivision may file a complaint with the Maine Human Rights Commission pursuant to section 4635, but such public housing providers are not subject to civil fines pursuant to that section. An individual may not bring a civil action for a violation of this chapter against the State or a political subdivision.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__577f3191_c2c6_4476_abc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9b11f503_29e1_4f5d_8c7a_7864][bookmark: _PAR__16_8c543c3c_a756_4239_8429_08517d5][bookmark: _LINE__41_87437c92_c0a1_49d7_ab09_c54a6a][bookmark: _LINE__42_8cefd5dc_bf30_46e9_823b_054866][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__814a6f6b_1c39_4a96_bddc_d8d][bookmark: _PAGE__3_6465485b_15ee_4037_84d1_82b1340][bookmark: _PAR__1_20488061_eea4_45c8_808e_d83a1ef5][bookmark: _LINE__1_77f85090_f0fb_43a3_af9c_d79bfd5][bookmark: _LINE__2_a72e223b_1594_418c_8601_d00bb80]The provisions of this chapter apply to all housing providers notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, except to the extent the other provision of law contains additional limitations on the consideration of criminal history information of applicants for housing.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_c60c7440_ca6d_45e7_ba4a_d38c51ee][bookmark: _LINE__4_7556a70f_519e_450e_9a6d_c9bd672][bookmark: _LINE__5_184514ed_379d_40b5_bf56_6dc5e47][bookmark: _LINE__6_aacb0747_1ca1_456e_99b1_7983b7a][bookmark: _LINE__7_1af49506_4749_473e_8f92_712c141][bookmark: _LINE__8_cf73de47_1427_4820_9c82_48028f6]This bill establishes the Maine Fair Chance Housing Act, the purpose of which is to ensure that a person is not denied housing based solely on the existence of a history of criminal convictions. This bill prohibits a housing provider from considering an applicant's criminal history until after the housing provider determines that the applicant meets all other qualifications for tenancy.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7ae28abd_3d6f_49b5_9a9a_34e1c273][bookmark: _LINE__9_ad848048_e04c_4cc7_8f05_0aeb9c8][bookmark: _LINE__10_58d3f24a_49a3_4db2_8f43_4d5050][bookmark: _LINE__11_736c8c78_f67b_4ce4_a474_f23fa6]A person who is aggrieved by a violation of the Maine Fair Chance Housing Act by a housing provider may file a grievance with the Maine Human Rights Commission and, if it is a violation by a private housing provider, may bring a civil action in court.
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