132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Amend the Education and Experience Requirements and Add Reciprocity Privileges in the Certified Public Accountancy Licensure Laws
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Education and Experience Requirements and Add Reciprocity Privileges in the Certified Public Accountancy Licensure Laws
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0e08ff24_9150_43fe][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1a9606b1_55b6_43ac_8cb5_a][bookmark: _PAR__6_ac6b2ea0_14e6_4552_b465_7c38e009][bookmark: _LINE__14_d392ea3e_461b_4d6e_9051_6931c4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0425bfe5_6507_4a4f][bookmark: _LINE__15_8dd0ecfb_3f06_409f_8c22_849668]Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §12201, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2009, c. 242, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__62162270_922e_4aa3_bfae][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__96a9da29_84b9_4d4b_a462_97d][bookmark: _PAR__7_6d2f6fa3_8f73_480e_aa88_977c7834][bookmark: _LINE__16_d11f75a7_0f8f_4db1_ab3d_28f3c1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0efb9bf5_22df_42a6_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__14af8bd6_0d1b_4dfe_b45][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6401aadf_9f53_4b60_aeb][bookmark: _LINE__17_c9ce093c_6cb4_4c89_85ef_4c44ed][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ca5151d7_c98a_4a60_b55][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__db7a504b_1783_4d62_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__56181767_7124_4b57_ad][bookmark: _LINE__18_78d8608f_fbac_46d7_a724_443a1d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__eb39c3fb_7165_4f58_ba8]6.  Licensee.  "Licensee" means a person who holds a license issued by the board under section 12230 or 12231 12231-B or a corresponding provision of prior law, or a firm that holds a license issued by the board under section 12252.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__90b05a32_505a_4247_8c6a_c96][bookmark: _PAR__6_b0682a30_cba8_4848_a4c9_1a03ee8f][bookmark: _LINE__15_23feec10_0454_401c_ab50_f99526][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a11c060_7633_4eb4_a636][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__537a9025_f6b7_4927_850][bookmark: _LINE__16_94854c2c_6052_4c75_a669_9ad7a4][bookmark: _LINE__17_a352adeb_c4cd_4210_8873_517dbb][bookmark: _LINE__18_004c786f_26dc_4100_8901_ad08f0][bookmark: _LINE__19_90de7feb_5708_482b_b1d0_2ae18b](1)  Completion of a bachelor's degree and 2 years of experience under the direction of a certified public accountant licensed or certified by any state or territory of the United States or equivalent direction, as determined by the board, by a licensed professional in another country and any other requirements prescribed by the board by rule;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__67b2613e_1cda_4a34_8006_d6a][bookmark: _PAR__8_de6f1502_6f76_45a5_8123_efbcd9f9][bookmark: _LINE__25_520e0ba5_704d_43d4_9970_954b7d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2a597611_b8f7_4784_81a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6d7132eb_48b2_4cbc_93d][bookmark: _LINE__26_f69da13a_cbd3_4170_a9c8_c58789][bookmark: _LINE__27_c2bf460f_a7b5_4b93_986f_6f235e][bookmark: _LINE__28_e9c4a71f_7ce7_4cf9_99c1_9d5294][bookmark: _LINE__29_016c8645_f170_4fb8_a952_07227d](3)  Completion of a bachelor's degree and 30 supplemental credit hours plus one year of experience under the direction of a certified public accountant licensed or certified by any state or territory of the United States or equivalent direction, as determined by the board, by a licensed professional in another country and any other requirements prescribed by the board by rule.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d024706f_35eb_49fc_82a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__93a7b77e_d5e9_44af_8b65_fb7a][bookmark: _PAR__9_450a31ce_c2c7_4bcc_b6aa_b11d8d07][bookmark: _LINE__30_3e988fcd_ed52_4274_b4ec_e3197d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a7e2eedd_7b39_41fc_8f4][bookmark: _LINE__31_c40aad83_a761_4351_8148_516d3f]B.  For purposes of this subsection, experience must include the use of accounting or auditing skills, including the issuance of reports, and at least one of the following:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f9fb1717_8b88_4930_b3da_fc2][bookmark: _PAR__11_5988570d_8c38_410c_9c8a_8107bf6][bookmark: _LINE__34_d64980a2_400a_4dc7_83af_d11848][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7aca8b30_59b7_4dd1_bb4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f50f84f5_49cd_49ba_81c](2)  The preparation of tax returns;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9d573802_750d_4fda_956f_868][bookmark: _PAR__12_adf53dc9_3712_4b63_bde1_c6dd292][bookmark: _LINE__35_b7bd0d17_8e61_42fe_a22c_c48654][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8961309b_b0dc_4322_ada1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0d87ceec_449c_45ed_953](3)  The furnishing of advice on tax matters; or
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3799e181_2ca7_4d16_abab][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1b53653f_cb48_4a26_bf4f_8b7f][bookmark: _PAR__14_03c24559_4cdd_4720_ae62_78f8be7][bookmark: _LINE__37_07514b1f_0eba_4e41_ac11_8482c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cbd0c133_4bf6_4a96_9f5][bookmark: _LINE__38_dad080cd_85e1_47d3_9757_30d6e8][bookmark: _LINE__39_ece18d1b_2c22_46ca_bc5a_994f82][bookmark: _LINE__40_0dd59b73_7251_4198_8306_701a5e][bookmark: _LINE__41_9c8cdc77_4b05_475e_9e06_7f71b3]C.  To the extent the applicant's experience is as a revenue agent or in a similar position engaged in the examination of personal and corporate income tax returns for the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services, the applicant receives credit at the rate of 50% toward the experience required by this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fb5e9f2f_2a3f_47a9_ae17_789b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__41661598_b308_4a69_af1][bookmark: _PAGE__3_ae1756a4_7833_4029_87d7_6040fa8][bookmark: _PAR__1_66d261d0_db4e_4e4e_8d2f_3e6b95b8][bookmark: _LINE__1_e50f1681_faa7_4ef2_8a5a_3591fab][bookmark: _LINE__2_bcd30045_1686_41f4_a032_ee7a8a3][bookmark: _LINE__3_6362b5ec_ee82_4a1e_853a_aafa243][bookmark: _LINE__4_6b1dc04d_944b_49c3_940b_10b512e]To the extent the applicant's experience is as an examiner engaged in financial examinations for the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance, the applicant receives credit under this subsection if that experience meets the following standards:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c68d71ef_2f99_4a8a_ac2a_19c][bookmark: _PAR__2_24e23820_3ecd_4f26_afba_dffe1a1f][bookmark: _LINE__5_ef765c8e_fc58_4afa_905b_a507eba][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d48becf9_28a1_41be_b01b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__12043cfc_0628_4c4d_bee][bookmark: _LINE__6_07f28020_b970_4cf9_b6b4_6cd52e9][bookmark: _LINE__7_596317fe_e99f_4651_8507_6b03917](1)  Examinations are performed in conformity with the Examiners' Handbook published by the National Association of Insurance Commissioners or its successor or other organization approved by the board;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d5427334_9550_484c_bd8d_43b][bookmark: _PAR__3_7de1ea2f_0abd_4b24_b218_372a09d2][bookmark: _LINE__8_4be0b5d6_5abb_45e8_ba19_d3f9dc7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9cdbae02_d663_4656_a48e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e43f9442_4ffe_4a1c_a2a][bookmark: _LINE__9_4bec2e08_9598_4bf0_a77b_58fadc6][bookmark: _LINE__10_f1fffb7f_eca9_4b82_9562_a762e4](2)  Working papers prepared by the examiners are in conformity with generally accepted auditing standards and are subject to a review by a supervisor who is a certified public accountant;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9a5e272c_283f_4bcc_a8fd_d07][bookmark: _PAR__4_738c5bf8_0ffc_43c9_9aee_86a24f47][bookmark: _LINE__11_a9016155_7186_4983_90a5_cf0375][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cd9c9a26_f084_4f07_b15d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8384771d_bb4b_4bb2_ad6][bookmark: _LINE__12_66e09b0a_42f8_48d9_99bc_1f83db][bookmark: _LINE__13_fe2d5f31_e6d6_4ae6_af97_923a84][bookmark: _LINE__14_02ce2776_7591_4548_83f1_fdcdf6](3)  Written reports of examination are prepared in conformity with the Examiners' Handbook published by the National Association of Insurance Commissioners or its successor or other organization approved by the board. All examiners working on the examinations must participate in the preparation of the report;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0638e238_45cc_4499_ba50_4fb][bookmark: _PAR__5_3410b86d_8541_42c2_93ce_f820fd54][bookmark: _LINE__15_215b78ac_0bcb_46c1_b73b_d9ae79][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e8f9cb70_65cf_445b_90f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__36cd0f3e_58ac_417f_8a1][bookmark: _LINE__16_1d196ad6_0f65_4494_974a_f2c8b8][bookmark: _LINE__17_715f88b0_c4cf_4e09_bac6_aae7a2](4)  Reports of examination are prepared in accordance with statutory accounting principles. All examiners working on the examinations must participate in the preparation of the financial statements and corresponding note disclosures; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__cfa24881_f121_45e6_a791_b3a][bookmark: _PAR__6_7d3aa068_9f98_4968_b8c3_c6428314][bookmark: _LINE__18_f01cb8b3_f153_4e65_b7dc_124ab7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a4b215bc_d686_4603_9874][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0c30be5b_a2ef_40a9_aad][bookmark: _LINE__19_2323dd2d_053a_416d_b088_f5e08a][bookmark: _LINE__20_5f05bb86_f18f_411d_914d_2fa84e][bookmark: _LINE__21_e93453f3_5852_4f47_a28c_fd288f][bookmark: _LINE__22_41c29d04_55cf_46dc_9ee1_82ab6e](5)  All examiners assigned to an examination must participate in the planning of the examination and the planning phase conforms to the Examiners' Handbook published by the National Association of Insurance Commissioners or its successor or other organization approved by the board and generally accepted auditing standards.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_7cbf23b0_0e0f_4af6_b7d7_ce9a0fda][bookmark: _LINE__23_9d558e9a_8a51_445f_b681_3e5fa5][bookmark: _LINE__24_644473ae_efc2_42d5_9c6c_5d8bfa][bookmark: _LINE__25_08d921ed_c2d6_49ca_b0c0_0adc0d][bookmark: _LINE__26_aa35df22_c427_4f4a_b698_c894ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__55fa654d_4e6c_4675_b49][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e44a56c6_ea1b_4156_b2c6_2517][bookmark: _LINE__27_edf566b1_0824_4403_958a_ab222f]To the extent the applicant's experience is as an auditor engaged in audits for the Office of the State Auditor, the applicant receives credit under this subsection if working papers prepared by the auditor are in conformity with generally accepted auditing standards and are subject to a review by a supervisor who is a certified public accountant.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__26c60023_06ce_4f7f_aa26_1818][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7b2ac6b7_bd7f_443c_b39][bookmark: _PAR__8_56b40453_3f60_4681_97be_920e0f55][bookmark: _LINE__28_091bdc89_9b15_45c5_94aa_2cc5e6][bookmark: _LINE__29_e54daa2a_a3dc_462c_80bd_2cbf72]Rules adopted by the board pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c05be951_f13f_4984_b8b3_a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d78dcbff_8422_443b][bookmark: _PAR__9_b334910f_799a_4c1b_8b2a_3ee627db][bookmark: _LINE__30_577b15a7_2f1c_449f_be81_d6ed92][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ad00dd56_c183_449e]Sec. 10.  32 MRSA §12231, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 242, §12, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__68a62b0a_7e13_4bf3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6c0c8195_a2c2_4548_a7b4_5][bookmark: _PAR__10_3afefe1d_7810_4adc_a531_8069e52][bookmark: _LINE__31_26785742_f3ed_4c5d_9535_c180a0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4c978cb8_25bc_4a6b]Sec. 11.  32 MRSA §12231-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__f8124554_e43f_4c54_8f83_6f12][bookmark: _PAR__11_6039dcd7_f2ff_415c_88ed_d452bda][bookmark: _LINE__32_d6456b76_484d_4b9f_ad0a_5f878f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e2d67829_fe15_45f2_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1e4b7eaf_7125_4270_bb5d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__93014693_77e9_42ea_bb]§12231-B.  Application for licensure on basis of practice privilege reciprocity
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c7fe891a_7345_443b_985][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__62c0e6eb_1312_4ef4_bc5c_aa00][bookmark: _PAR__12_5fbb24b3_d26a_46bd_94bf_0fa2e2e][bookmark: _LINE__33_02e6eb23_09fe_42ce_bff5_16eeb8][bookmark: _LINE__34_9bf81367_aaf7_4b05_9eaf_ff6cbf][bookmark: _LINE__35_a0015d44_f5a1_4a4b_949e_5148c5][bookmark: _LINE__36_8a990acf_61bf_4239_8a26_f784a4][bookmark: _LINE__37_e3093ada_e39d_4a95_b0c1_8cee66]The holder of a license or certificate as a certified public accountant issued by another state who establishes that holder's principal place of business in this State may request the issuance of a license from the board prior to establishing that principal place of business. The board shall issue a license to a person who has requested a license from the State and who is eligible for practice privileges as described in section 12232-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b6c6be9e_b65b_4058_a607_8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c0955f5c_9271_41b9][bookmark: _PAR__13_0d2df7b5_5249_4d91_b0d0_9fce219][bookmark: _LINE__38_817c0ee5_242b_4d41_800d_1d6750][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1e4229a2_1028_43dd]Sec. 12.  32 MRSA §12232, as amended by PL 2021, c. 68, §1, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__23833b2e_6672_4a2a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c93b487d_67bf_4b31_901c_5][bookmark: _PAR__14_580ae610_d466_45f7_a21e_a279229][bookmark: _LINE__39_0a6e1dca_b22c_4561_88c7_c7e9ca][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d9d6e1e3_de2c_445e]Sec. 13.  32 MRSA §12232-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__382aec88_c5a1_41c6_811f_5f0c][bookmark: _PAR__15_ddc6b7e4_88bd_4a3f_95a8_8f67910][bookmark: _LINE__40_e70e1e6c_199e_4b02_987d_2202b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bbfe9e06_5042_44f6_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26b38ea3_8ebc_4abf_af1c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__70490fac_fb1b_483e_a4][bookmark: _LINE__41_07add33b_e376_46ed_bb4b_d08311]§12232-A.  Practice without license in this State on basis of practice privilege reciprocity
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3d8c29c4_e018_401e_bd2a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__89e0c88a_909b_475b_9ba3_872][bookmark: _PAGE__4_6f590c75_a765_4c43_a21e_37d6654][bookmark: _PAR__1_d21a5512_7e3b_45a7_b675_5b4471e8][bookmark: _LINE__1_f0f5a59d_d433_4ef1_b7d0_cde74df][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fa2c13dc_e70b_4240_8a][bookmark: _LINE__2_2e8f1726_516e_464f_b16c_79aaefe][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__782cb2cd_11b9_4912_8ea][bookmark: _LINE__3_54efb1ac_dde4_46ae_86cc_4cd1493][bookmark: _LINE__4_b65f9b52_7ec1_4ddb_9194_1a1bff5][bookmark: _LINE__5_f2f4f509_d139_494d_8d8d_ef06a3e]1.  Individual practice privilege reciprocity based on out-of-state license or certificate.  An individual whose principal place of business is not in this State and who holds a valid license or certificate as a certified public accountant from another state has all the privileges of licensees of this State without the need to obtain a license under section 12228 or 12231-B, as long as the individual:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dd62725c_4a06_4d6b_b4c6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__85ef2778_8c4b_47d8_b73d_06f3][bookmark: _PAR__2_83418db4_46c6_42ac_98bf_8909b705][bookmark: _LINE__6_4625e45a_8a65_42ad_9506_9fb8790][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1992858b_fe2e_4ff9_9d8][bookmark: _LINE__7_2ca369a5_58b6_4995_a47b_d60bce0][bookmark: _LINE__8_b82d75e5_3bfe_4f60_8307_0eb9a90]A.  Has obtained a bachelor's or higher degree conferred by an accredited college or university acceptable to the board, with the total educational program including accounting and auditing courses as determined by board rule to be appropriate;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f5da4835_6526_4719_a333][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__43b40f72_b658_42b3_afa1_9550][bookmark: _PAR__3_6efce43d_974c_486f_9514_4fe8d582][bookmark: _LINE__9_5b384362_5be2_400d_bb17_00807cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b3654bf8_caf2_428c_84a][bookmark: _LINE__10_8d48ee44_1968_4d97_aa0d_d6982b]B.  Has passed the Uniform Certified Public Accountant Examination or successor examination; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5d0e8262_3969_48e1_98d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__95d16c97_f515_4c99_a800_a98b][bookmark: _PAR__4_bce0afe4_ff1c_495a_9b13_73eabeb6][bookmark: _LINE__11_66e63b59_ebb6_4e69_b08b_24de1e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__760d337c_9f69_4847_a84][bookmark: _LINE__12_e2c641a4_71ad_4fc8_b65a_57cfa6][bookmark: _LINE__13_292d69d1_e3a2_456d_aac6_3174f5][bookmark: _LINE__14_d8424845_4459_4cd8_925b_66a80d][bookmark: _LINE__15_3d1596ef_47c1_4a75_83de_6b51f5]C.  Meets one of the education and experience combinations in section 12228, subsection 10-A. The experience must include the provision of a service or advice involving the use of accounting, attest, compilation, management advisory, financial advisory, tax or consulting skills, all of which must be verified by a licensee, meeting requirements prescribed by the board by rule. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2250043d_6e36_411f_b1ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2876c02e_e320_4c06_a338_e60][bookmark: _PAR__5_8348eb04_be9c_41ff_afe9_ccf0c315][bookmark: _LINE__16_b4d2f0f7_076d_4b6c_83ac_9fbfd7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3a83b1fe_6fb1_4125_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d17d8f5a_f861_4d25_ba2][bookmark: _LINE__17_54356857_f605_4cd5_950a_dcea7a]2.  Conditions.   An individual who practices in this State pursuant to subsection 1 consents, as a condition of the granting of that practice privilege:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__94351b65_a68f_4368_a180][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3cb9fe67_e8b2_432a_9158_ef45][bookmark: _PAR__6_ac585b55_6529_43da_8314_6604c1bf][bookmark: _LINE__18_ac0cee5f_151c_4780_93ca_a93fc3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2eb76fb0_f076_4de2_99c][bookmark: _LINE__19_fb72f605_1c7a_43fc_be3d_8c860a]A.  To the personal and subject matter jurisdiction and disciplinary authority of the board;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ebdcca29_bf6a_433e_aee3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bb85fb6e_532a_4550_90fd_1a72][bookmark: _PAR__7_375be896_6770_4ecc_99a4_e60e9468][bookmark: _LINE__20_3e18086b_acb2_4c38_bd87_c31a6f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2f9548fa_59bc_4e2f_890]B.  To comply with this chapter and board rules adopted under this chapter;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dbbb4ac2_08e1_482f_8930][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__88afe3ad_d52e_4866_a046_3e8b][bookmark: _PAR__8_bbe6a182_191b_47e5_8374_1c5ce36a][bookmark: _LINE__21_8e8f1522_5af7_4bd1_9661_29e097][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0e8af591_6334_4b73_8bb][bookmark: _LINE__22_8046ff48_47c2_4258_a6c6_deed2b][bookmark: _LINE__23_d6957a11_b3c4_445a_ada7_f5471f]C.  That, in the event the individual's license or certificate from the other state is no longer valid, the individual will cease offering or rendering professional services in this State individually or on behalf of a firm; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cdbdea81_5cda_4c41_8d60][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4fe99143_3ae8_49b3_a142_28b3][bookmark: _PAR__9_ef908ae5_3d06_4b96_b249_a1de87d8][bookmark: _LINE__24_9d7e902e_3fe0_4d3b_a22d_721b0b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__152eeba8_309d_4b90_ad6][bookmark: _LINE__25_9d392ee9_d813_488f_88ea_4ca4d1][bookmark: _LINE__26_a370655c_c239_4c8e_a704_43e61a]D.  To the appointment of the state board that issued the individual's license or certificate as that individual's agent upon whom process may be served in any action or proceeding by the board against the individual.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4ffcecdc_961c_49ab_bf4e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4da7916e_21db_445b_834d_6e3][bookmark: _PAR__10_b3cb4ddf_91b5_42a4_aee3_3e816fe][bookmark: _LINE__27_1220beaa_83aa_4d69_9508_a9b711][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b8486d2d_3e8a_4d91_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__902586ce_9095_4873_983][bookmark: _LINE__28_65d025bf_25d7_4d46_8432_e8fd4e][bookmark: _LINE__29_d5a0e350_882f_42d3_a3c7_4c22b4]3.  Attest services.  An individual who has been granted the practice privilege under this section and who performs any attest service may do so only through a firm that meets the requirements of section 12253-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__18c6b06f_8c64_47a8_8b14][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__65e4ec1d_5f79_427e_b831_ecc][bookmark: _PAR__11_d4e0670b_99ee_45e8_adb7_c1e2686][bookmark: _LINE__30_087cacec_e669_4718_8906_0297c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__205914b8_e314_4b2c_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c008434f_1b7a_430b_88a][bookmark: _LINE__31_7aee7cff_0d89_48fc_991a_0081bc][bookmark: _LINE__32_5e445d17_41ba_4522_97c9_713920][bookmark: _LINE__33_11101185_7f94_4023_a38c_cfd6f6][bookmark: _LINE__34_6f3f543c_0708_4920_8cae_cf2c47]4.  Disciplinary action.  An individual who has been granted the practice privilege under this section and who is offering or rendering services or using the title of certified public accountant in another state is subject to disciplinary action in this State for an act committed in the other state. The board shall investigate any complaint made by a board of accountancy of the other state.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2d51d76d_63e8_4efc_9f28][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3d7bb506_6864_4b2e_b9f4_baa][bookmark: _PAR__12_d46603aa_cf81_4ad8_af4f_c500c19][bookmark: _LINE__35_982dc303_c514_4dec_9bfd_a4f977][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ed12edcd_3dc2_4b3c_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bd87c5a1_b567_484b_b97][bookmark: _LINE__36_67095632_2935_4e2e_ae09_4ad6d7][bookmark: _LINE__37_81a1ad07_3867_4edd_93c6_3388eb][bookmark: _LINE__38_9e0ca9c0_7613_415b_abfa_a3eb81][bookmark: _LINE__39_ab4ada55_4128_458a_b7fc_a0fcee]5.  No notice or other submission required.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, an individual who qualifies for licensure under this section may offer or render professional services in this State, whether in person or by mail, telephone or electronic means, and a notice or other submission may not be required of any such individual. Such an individual is subject to subsection 2.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dccfa74f_4057_4d48_878b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f86101cd_2256_43a3_bab6_e58][bookmark: _PAR__13_bf33cc3e_17b3_4aaa_803d_586d6d9][bookmark: _LINE__40_38e45c26_98b2_420e_afbd_f24f6c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ebfad5a3_ab03_49ba_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1a4ff6bf_6577_4873_83f][bookmark: _LINE__41_81867a89_9b1d_489e_a098_9a3340][bookmark: _LINE__42_88489890_c29a_4708_9120_5a7bd8][bookmark: _LINE__43_cffb4a08_ed33_49db_8d51_4dcd46][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__0fb29b07_6e0f_4b29_82c3_ffa][bookmark: _PAGE__5_d591e370_b644_4da8_9498_73f7553][bookmark: _PAR__1_77e1cb33_d72b_4682_b697_7cd6a15e][bookmark: _LINE__1_d92a9828_4bf8_49a9_9ff5_1d02007][bookmark: _LINE__2_f0209bcc_2fe8_480b_a289_9493632]6.  Additional services.  An individual who qualifies for the practice privilege under this section may perform any of the services listed in section 12201, subsection 3-A for any entity with its home office in the State as long as the individual does so through a firm that has obtained a license issued under section 12252 or is exempt from the licensure requirement pursuant to section 12252, subsection 1, paragraph A, subparagraph (3) or section 12252, subsection 1, paragraph B.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f76bdf9c_1b24_413e_9e7c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__141dd12c_dff1_439e_ab30_3d5][bookmark: _PAR__2_0d6e787b_514a_4676_99f1_4cf32b8e][bookmark: _LINE__3_7b2f011e_9e24_4f0e_91b4_6f367b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__735fe0f7_4916_43ba_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__163a2796_1d56_4481_ac7][bookmark: _LINE__4_0701d02d_5a75_4bc5_83b5_c2ce815][bookmark: _LINE__5_d20c035f_95f6_4bdf_9ec6_b70dbc5][bookmark: _LINE__6_2d63b71d_abaf_4dab_b7d5_3dbf512][bookmark: _LINE__7_3f6c4cfb_3dfb_41bb_b5ba_87cad25]7.  Revocation of practice privilege based on out-of-state license or certificate.   The board may revoke or suspend a practice privilege for an individual who has been granted the practice privilege under this section if that individual's state of initial licensure or certification fails to uphold public interests of public accountancy as determined by the board or the license or certificate is revoked by the state of initial licensure or certification.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0a787d34_6341_475d_b3cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e5273201_8820_4616_9f5c_e4a][bookmark: _PAR__3_41ec2f15_89de_4a0e_bd67_f325ee26][bookmark: _LINE__8_f47782db_590f_4bbd_85ca_5490790][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f666b796_545a_48ba_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec0740f6_2f0c_4f1c_ad0][bookmark: _LINE__9_1006b5b3_5ce3_4ba0_bf9c_3a905ca][bookmark: _LINE__10_2f2b46bc_4047_4d9f_9b4b_0c412e]8.  Rulemaking.  The board may adopt rules necessary to implement this section until June 30, 2028. Rules adopted by the board pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3f90424e_07e0_4694][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1c413d19_7b0c_4afe_8c9f_7][bookmark: _PAR__4_ef9821b1_c1d6_454e_8a10_148919e3][bookmark: _LINE__11_0abaf256_137c_48da_bb59_6e0c23][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7e0a5c60_690d_4aaf][bookmark: _LINE__12_2b2bcb70_556c_40a7_a79d_e35334]Sec. 14.  32 MRSA §12252, sub-§1, ¶A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 68, §2, is further amended by amending subparagraph (3) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7ad9b5c2_2a00_45e0_ab6f_68f][bookmark: _PAR__5_990155be_c00d_44e8_bfb3_478e3a0e][bookmark: _LINE__13_3ddc1de6_1dd7_48e3_8b72_113f2b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__01472447_af97_4b96_81d9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f88a20b6_7b28_45e5_8f0][bookmark: _LINE__14_d3460269_2a88_472a_8dca_006c78][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__62245896_9b61_456e_8a2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__950335a2_263b_4f4b_9e2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__675d0808_37d8_4093_903][bookmark: _LINE__15_9521ed5f_1812_4765_9a43_2178be](3)  Does not have an office in this State but performs any of the services described in section 12201, subsection 3‑A, paragraph A, C or D for a client having its home office in this State unless:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__7e504499_7590_4961_a82c_8ea4][bookmark: _PAR__6_3326bb16_21e1_40df_af8b_bdf50725][bookmark: _LINE__16_2687fe52_9149_438c_8699_04eb13][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__31c0237a_fd6f_4b9d_a504][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ee6d6fff_5eff_4469_af6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3ae5496d_b3bf_4402_840][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8c089af0_7e0c_4beb_b01][bookmark: _LINE__17_0db7108f_8e55_4e9d_bbc3_968a91][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a30dc7b2_027b_4d65_840][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__baee424b_2a35_4e75_95][bookmark: _LINE__18_b202487e_69ce_440a_b33c_eb383c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3a6b49dc_86c8_4a46_ba](a)  It qualifies for a firm license pursuant to subsections 3 and 8 and it performs such services through an individual with practice privileges under section 12232 12232-A; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__b432814f_aee7_4fdf_85b3_fab7][bookmark: _PAR__7_a8e7f027_3757_4b48_b02c_d46b9021][bookmark: _LINE__19_914aa431_56ad_421f_9a7d_713f52][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5f71c065_f287_4420_b8ef][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eabad1a5_de57_4c33_ad8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f00d171a_1cb2_48ed_841][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__25e7f115_e5eb_4517_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6423ce1f_282b_4374_b6](b)  It meets the requirements of section 12253 12253-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__77fd0836_643c_4200][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7d55b504_6fa8_43d0_9ead_0][bookmark: _PAR__8_94883b1e_3412_49ff_93f4_90da9152][bookmark: _LINE__20_76604442_8d57_463a_81a4_f1f4d9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b16777fd_66a4_401d][bookmark: _LINE__21_81a72363_ff9b_479a_bd4f_d51288]Sec. 15.  32 MRSA §12252, sub-§1, ¶B, as amended by PL 2021, c. 68, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2b46c8f3_9528_4890_ae3a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fe915d5b_3b9b_4261_8867_a7e2][bookmark: _PAR__9_c7577df7_a051_44c2_bcd3_8f304b37][bookmark: _LINE__22_1d8ce393_b0f1_4743_91dc_2b1389][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8c7d4c2c_ffe8_4703_930][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4f14cdbc_6301_49eb_bc7][bookmark: _LINE__23_a8370eca_8fb0_4a4e_b98b_061533][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ce996f2e_6024_4b6e_b79][bookmark: _LINE__24_b3faa354_9ca4_4db1_8f4c_f21e57][bookmark: _LINE__25_305c9001_85eb_4703_b856_c24f6f]B.  A firm that does not have an office in this State may perform services described in section 12201, subsection 3‑A, paragraph B or F for a client having its home office in this State and may use the title "CPA" or "CPA firm" without a license issued under this section only if:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__dc861e39_a384_41f5_8e63_93a][bookmark: _PAR__10_31bda92b_9476_44f5_8b4e_4f26ba1][bookmark: _LINE__26_afd0252b_2c29_4b72_8f04_6e94a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0a5174b1_8421_4056_8f9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2f0fc989_3b59_4f12_a12][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__366fddd5_2c95_41f2_913][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8d31a6b7_eaab_4c23_948][bookmark: _LINE__27_2e234e3e_8657_4f24_8b6c_f7b018][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a22913b3_2f75_4e0f_9c3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8ad12b91_2093_4753_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b3873250_3763_4024_92][bookmark: _LINE__28_5af93311_dbf7_4720_a0c4_2f02a2](1)  It qualifies for a firm license pursuant to subsections 3 and 8 and it performs such services through an individual with practice privileges under section 12232 12232-A; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__cef331be_3904_4976_a30c_4da][bookmark: _PAR__11_28ec3349_a01f_4e18_8df4_c9bfd3c][bookmark: _LINE__29_e6ebc2af_8f2b_4987_9488_0bff56][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8560265a_9064_459c_9ee2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__611a16a8_acb5_4e24_a9f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ba00c3d1_12ab_4e75_8ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__305116f1_2103_41c3_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b51f1cbb_433b_4102_85](3)  It meets the requirements of section 12253 12253-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9a6016cb_a63b_4429][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ead40960_9588_4656_b666_3][bookmark: _PAR__12_59c67e1e_778f_49ea_a7c4_53f88a6][bookmark: _LINE__30_dbd3cff4_1813_44a4_9816_950012][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a38bdb32_b69d_4a83][bookmark: _LINE__31_4c3b021a_5694_4b7a_921d_7cd62b]Sec. 16.  32 MRSA §12252, sub-§1, ¶C, as amended by PL 2021, c. 68, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8e55d289_1474_4981_9b6a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a77baac4_1f34_4550_8663_38ae][bookmark: _PAR__13_f4e4c5e4_1c75_4325_8048_7b20a38][bookmark: _LINE__32_256b0424_6995_4584_9940_201341][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__80bb7611_e928_4be8_856][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bac35e7e_6e7c_47be_b3e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__54d8a476_0acb_4bd4_b3f][bookmark: _LINE__33_1a233b56_540d_461b_ade5_7bceba][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__dd1024e2_82a7_4321_a3c][bookmark: _LINE__34_90e15cfc_cfba_4f62_a907_7477e2][bookmark: _LINE__35_3bc6fcca_327d_4bbb_9abf_84ca42][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__040a8077_4efa_4e4d_89c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a85f3bdf_8b0a_441e_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6dfb8c77_4210_4cac_ac]C.  A firm that is not subject to the requirements of paragraphs A and B may perform professional services other than those described in section 12201, subsection 3‑A while using the title "CPA" or "CPA firm" in this State without a license issued under this section only if the firm meets the requirements of section 12253 12253-A or:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1681347c_8247_4f9a_8d0c_f03][bookmark: _PAR__14_1308ba58_13c9_4442_a898_9efdb12][bookmark: _LINE__36_1f675f89_7376_4cf0_9106_6db425][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1c878951_023f_4491_a5a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__37da3774_dec5_4c49_b4c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0dba5f99_7da1_4fef_b17][bookmark: _LINE__37_e221033a_ec0b_42e2_b142_8bcc14][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7a562d9c_2217_4323_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__12205f41_f9d2_4b0d_95](1)  Performs such services through an individual with practice privileges under section 12232 12232-A; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__373a2fb2_5b7f_42fd_a47a_76d][bookmark: _PAR__15_a2fb034c_5c11_4c60_a97d_a82afc2][bookmark: _LINE__38_0d1c9e33_7157_49c8_9e5b_6576c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fc1c9741_681a_4678_b7d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a0f0fe2f_06b4_4746_bae][bookmark: _LINE__39_d6eefff4_042d_44e1_846a_5045bc](2)  Has legal authority to perform such services in the state of that individual's principal place of business.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__78180cdc_268e_44b4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ae774fe8_207d_4af5_92b4_c][bookmark: _PAR__16_0311e3bf_27a7_41d5_aff3_cdbe2c8][bookmark: _LINE__40_64798b57_d9b6_49b6_a1cf_dd41b0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__eeec245d_fe80_4467][bookmark: _LINE__41_9be3a0d2_aea4_4887_9646_143aa8]Sec. 17.  32 MRSA §12252, sub-§3, ¶B, as amended by PL 2015, c. 110, §9, is further amended by amending subparagraph (3) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9e24828f_bcbe_4742_94f0_fcc][bookmark: _PAGE__6_be55d861_defc_496b_bbb7_f18e0a3][bookmark: _PAR__1_02c0cfad_e78f_46f0_8fbd_f0ea3ab4][bookmark: _LINE__1_e29a8e60_af77_4419_8172_43411ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c58b688e_34e6_4b91_8a3e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c315d100_a428_4077_86c][bookmark: _LINE__2_ff483650_75d4_4524_983b_a791c9c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f9337866_0cae_4b4b_899][bookmark: _LINE__3_e311a174_a69c_4c45_bc1f_1e1ff4d][bookmark: _LINE__4_266a6c4e_528f_482e_971c_0e2cb6f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6c7bfe26_5e02_47bc_a2e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aaee7183_8e76_4b66_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__671f66db_5d05_4e8a_98][bookmark: _LINE__5_70c9589f_222d_4d7c_80f5_f7ace20][bookmark: _LINE__6_4bcfa148_5573_450d_a8b8_64dbc9d](3)  The firm designates an individual who is a licensee of this State or, in the case of a firm that must have a license pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph A, subparagraph (3), designates an individual who is a licensee of another state who meets the requirements set out in section 12232, subsection 1 12232-A who is responsible for the proper licensure of the firm and identifies that individual who is a licensee to the board.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2356c873_89c3_4d78][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ac0ee004_6751_4c8d_b5a3_a][bookmark: _PAR__2_c0b89548_abd0_4d48_8573_d4366caa][bookmark: _LINE__7_d5a96d4b_c425_40e5_816b_9207413][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cb863895_3f18_4a9f][bookmark: _LINE__8_f20c1830_9f14_4757_812a_65422b0]Sec. 18.  32 MRSA §12252, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2009, c. 242, §21, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a6692398_b59c_4300_88a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8abd2178_f0df_485e_896b_276][bookmark: _PAR__3_3ceebbcd_cfe8_4479_be98_f43a1173][bookmark: _LINE__9_972fad8a_2386_40b5_ad4e_e22589e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e5ee32c8_23a5_416c_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__46cd66f2_7294_488e_9bb][bookmark: _LINE__10_98084b2b_07c0_4e14_ab19_3033c3][bookmark: _LINE__11_ab32a04d_6dd2_41d1_89ae_4f69c2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__89145fe8_6028_4721_9ff][bookmark: _LINE__12_975cb964_1ab5_4820_83a0_122090][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__afcd526b_97e4_4332_984][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__149980a9_7451_4ec3_9d3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b40fc20f_391e_4d67_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__969254d2_4bd6_40c1_8c][bookmark: _LINE__13_06775812_8cde_4d26_8765_bafc9b]4.  Office licensed.  An applicant for initial issuance or renewal of a license under this section shall license each office of the firm within this State with the board, pay the fee as set under section 12203 and show that each such office is under the charge of a person holding a valid license issued under section 12230 or 12231 12231-B or a corresponding provision of prior law or the laws of another state.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bd56924c_d0e0_4f1b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1520ecf4_6957_416f_bc63_b][bookmark: _PAR__4_2b11c2a5_f0ee_4450_9b6d_2e67e1eb][bookmark: _LINE__14_8b842a6e_61b2_41e4_9b32_c90c20][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5b5bb829_f04b_4856]Sec. 19.  32 MRSA §12253, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 68, §3, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f3a3494b_47fe_480e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f2adc345_a6a4_4fe4_b42d_7][bookmark: _PAR__5_6b954b79_1bc8_40e1_8b48_0e49611d][bookmark: _LINE__15_bac3abf5_0ca6_43df_bddb_689a4c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2f0c4ca8_3437_43af]Sec. 20.  32 MRSA §12253-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__229c063d_4899_47f7_914b_c204][bookmark: _PAR__6_1d721bee_f0b7_4d52_acfe_8abdd33d][bookmark: _LINE__16_c4a1f0f4_5b85_4b5c_9f23_1f1336][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c72c7d53_dba9_4503_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f33705a9_d63a_4a33_af40][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a7a67538_ee71_4af0_9d][bookmark: _LINE__17_a44bf290_6036_48f8_9c0f_a8eb95]§12253-A.  Accountancy firm practice without license in this State on basis of practice privilege reciprocity
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__343013f2_0fd5_496b_aa96][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d9be9182_9c49_41e0_a254_611][bookmark: _PAR__7_ed078b85_77b7_43d8_8ecb_ff17c25e][bookmark: _LINE__18_aa6628d9_d59a_4232_9f5c_6e539e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__533729cd_a50c_4630_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d5761dfb_ce52_45c6_9b0][bookmark: _LINE__19_f4ff4a03_4775_486c_b4d4_5870d8][bookmark: _LINE__20_891f4f91_8419_40ab_b9b9_acfe98][bookmark: _LINE__21_e471fe6b_46cf_4afd_b163_4529e4][bookmark: _LINE__22_7bff977a_0a44_4dbd_af8e_e77e81][bookmark: _LINE__23_481e9b11_3676_45a5_a7bf_e7e04b][bookmark: _LINE__24_6e5a7254_1533_41f1_98e5_d0a68e]1.  Firm practice privilege reciprocity.  A firm with a principal place of business outside the State has all the privileges of licensees of the State and may provide professional services without the requirement to obtain a license under this section or otherwise notify or register with the board or pay any fee if the firm holds a valid license or certificate as a certified public accountancy firm from a state whose individual licensees or certificate holders are eligible for no-notice practice proceedings. The board shall consider the following when deciding whether a state meets the criteria under this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__339953a1_1e87_4fce_b5fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4c3827ca_b220_408a_8c49_6d86][bookmark: _PAR__8_f71235e5_a6f1_4306_95a7_3cb7d10e][bookmark: _LINE__25_5dac5040_dda9_46a8_9d96_5800fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__86de607c_c33b_4c0b_a63][bookmark: _LINE__26_b6408293_ca1f_4eff_a207_f89eef]A.  The state timely and adequately addresses enforcement referrals made by the board to the accountancy regulatory board of that state.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__56e25a9a_c3c7_4fb9_873d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e4ddbdcb_07f6_49ed_b8f7_49de][bookmark: _PAR__9_8f08c8ad_30e9_45c2_a382_ce55f8d2][bookmark: _LINE__27_f47510d3_8d2e_4f84_a2b1_fb8a25][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__56b090f5_49ad_448f_945][bookmark: _LINE__28_6fe60d44_d5bb_4d77_b1c0_080df3][bookmark: _LINE__29_8e4f5977_5575_4610_9801_e7c8b4]B.  The state makes the disciplinary history of its licensees or certificate holders available on a publicly accessible website in a manner that allows the board to adequately link consumers to the publicly accessible website to obtain information.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fc2c7dde_82fa_42f2_adc6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7b6b4daf_6041_42cd_bea1_1383][bookmark: _PAR__10_12e9ca0f_8914_4880_bd0b_f3627bb][bookmark: _LINE__30_ff88fbe1_11b6_4258_81a1_1599d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3c593f34_4a09_42ba_a72][bookmark: _LINE__31_9d1b1fb9_aab0_49b4_83b6_cb4be7]C.  The state imposes discipline against licensees or certificate holders that is appropriate in light of the nature of the alleged misconduct.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a9660780_390d_4726_840a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__96cc8a15_29d8_46db_949b_fc76][bookmark: _PAR__11_fddfa36b_e29f_4e76_bcee_2330d07][bookmark: _LINE__32_c769d234_de5e_417a_ad5b_718892][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d218bdda_1cdf_4920_b83][bookmark: _LINE__33_d7ba9e34_5221_4eb1_9e94_f51860][bookmark: _LINE__34_d78937a4_2e2e_42d9_90e2_cd1d1f][bookmark: _LINE__35_dc26acfb_a78b_4b1d_ac97_d145f4]D.  The state has in place and is operating pursuant to enforcement practices substantially equivalent to the current best practices guidelines adopted by a national association of state boards of accountancy, as long as those guidelines have been determined by the board to meet or exceed the board's own enforcement practices.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4f86f114_2cb4_44b9_bff8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cc57acb1_133b_4f28_8093_fc63][bookmark: _PAR__12_f489d782_ca02_46ba_8893_affe3d7][bookmark: _LINE__36_8fb27546_89c9_4742_8f8c_28286b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0ad5e38f_4283_4619_989][bookmark: _LINE__37_7c256037_4090_4941_a2f8_8e89c4][bookmark: _LINE__38_0a00bd81_c92f_4c71_9905_3a98db]E.  The state has in place and implements licensure or certification requirements inclusive of educational, examination and experience that broadly meet or exceed the board's own licensure requirements.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__31a9c345_03a9_4d22_8e99][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__89ca7942_c1b0_439e_8c17_5a1][bookmark: _PAR__13_f251dd51_29f0_4d2b_9e1d_7281ad0][bookmark: _LINE__39_d31d33b9_144f_4738_9f00_5f5155][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__825820ce_7ea7_49a4_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c5f07247_8744_4459_96e][bookmark: _LINE__40_d2863fbc_33af_41c8_a7a5_2a0722][bookmark: _LINE__41_ec4cfbd4_6c12_4cbd_856e_d6be3c]2.  Individual practice in eligible firm.  Individuals in a firm that is eligible for firm practice privilege reciprocity under this section must agree to comply with the practice privilege reciprocity provisions under section 12232-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__133e66dd_6528_434c_aa04][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b6bdd8d4_bec8_413b_a7b5_c96][bookmark: _PAGE__7_80533d46_668b_44ff_9f47_21e99c4][bookmark: _PAR__1_b1efe550_0fb2_479a_879d_e2b6d683][bookmark: _LINE__1_84200772_6bcf_4beb_804d_324c805][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4ced9fa4_9525_4d5f_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d93e6441_6c82_45dd_8c3][bookmark: _LINE__2_af5740a9_57ef_4b66_b9b5_9da17f6][bookmark: _LINE__3_8f732bec_b2c3_40c8_98c8_5cae48f][bookmark: _LINE__4_3f424ba7_68e6_4e52_9a0b_69b91d6][bookmark: _LINE__5_a7c72730_747a_4f2b_b043_f30516e]3.  No notice or other submission required.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a firm that is eligible to practice in this State without a license in accordance with the requirements of this section may offer or render professional services in this State, whether in person or by mail, telephone or electronic means, without providing notice or making any submission to the board. Such a firm is subject to subsection 4.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__830d4a00_a30f_4adc_b7f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1216efa1_36c0_4972_a0b8_346][bookmark: _PAR__2_d0622724_63f7_47f2_a202_bb3b73d5][bookmark: _LINE__6_c9effd9a_f20d_48f3_9f6e_cdae3cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__badff62f_8f9d_4fb2_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2a5fa506_9f04_46d8_a0c][bookmark: _LINE__7_cd5c62c3_7a0d_4f0c_b6c4_078bd2f][bookmark: _LINE__8_4dd1e858_82de_4047_aa09_d1e024a]4.  Conditions.  A licensee or certificate holder of another state exercising the practice privilege afforded under this section must consent, as a condition of the granting of that practice privilege:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5eed7ff7_46a1_4ad8_875a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__45394c1d_7d89_4d31_86c2_6a62][bookmark: _PAR__3_c33c8d29_7ce7_4545_ae37_0ddd833b][bookmark: _LINE__9_69bc1919_ceb6_4431_b6ba_1804b96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c0e0a9cf_585b_47dd_8b1][bookmark: _LINE__10_f4ab81c3_310f_4a16_97b5_cc5fbd]A.  To the personal and subject matter jurisdiction and disciplinary authority of the board;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8b438fcd_0ad1_488f_80cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__905ed693_801d_4a93_96c9_27a2][bookmark: _PAR__4_55474414_d009_47cc_b5ee_c94a5d23][bookmark: _LINE__11_bd1cbcfa_bdcc_47a1_a008_d39873][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb06ff94_b21e_4ae2_be9]B.  To comply with the provisions of this chapter and board rules; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5af62237_618e_4957_a7aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__273995bb_2342_4087_ac80_801a][bookmark: _PAR__5_f105242d_24f4_4853_b4e6_0c1b846c][bookmark: _LINE__12_f603f4b7_897a_40e2_b76f_90fa31][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2cd28144_5ae3_42c8_973][bookmark: _LINE__13_0f65c35d_242d_4053_9395_6a25f7][bookmark: _LINE__14_719455b9_6216_49b6_951f_bc0061]C.  To the stipulation that, in the event the license or certificate from the state of the firm's principal place of business is no longer valid, the firm will cease offering or rendering professional services in this State.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0d53bd44_09b3_4d20][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fdcf0341_d0a4_4063_9e61_b][bookmark: _PAR__6_e8fbccdc_7819_4040_81e1_056864c5][bookmark: _LINE__15_06b2b48c_0e17_4a39_91c8_96ae29][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1fb5f0eb_4fb8_4609][bookmark: _LINE__16_e0ab6c62_b76e_402d_8191_47df11]Sec. 21.  32 MRSA §12275, sub-§14, as amended by PL 2021, c. 68, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__39c2175e_cde5_4ad6_b28d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4cc16afd_536e_4364_8db0_c6d][bookmark: _PAR__7_4546b163_6837_443f_9a21_c26bb751][bookmark: _LINE__17_3b6cc681_2fb7_4161_84ea_51c6d3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__895774b1_b207_40c6_9d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f70959f8_978c_4e2d_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dcf045b0_d075_4e05_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cef2598c_f22e_4070_ad3][bookmark: _LINE__18_e63901ae_b680_4be8_b728_399951]14.  Substantial equivalency Practice privilege reciprocity.  For purposes of this section:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a0a5eed4_c123_42bd_8112][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0baad957_c3fe_4770_9b72_40e6][bookmark: _PAR__8_8ed9f78d_10a2_471f_8a97_324fad31][bookmark: _LINE__19_d81fcbf1_1835_4e54_a84b_0f328e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5ec45e62_94e0_42f9_a48][bookmark: _LINE__20_bcd61142_2c89_41fa_b9d8_1cd7d2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1459ae8b_1a06_41c6_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__be12eba6_2bcd_438f_b7][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7fe2ac15_11da_4a8c_93d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__534e9a2a_0dff_40db_b3][bookmark: _LINE__21_34367b0d_53cc_4f3d_86e7_3f4b64][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__db3f22d7_dcd2_4f3a_b8][bookmark: _LINE__22_ed405b86_5ba1_4fe7_b002_4def4f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f38fa412_3f9b_4fec_8ca][bookmark: _LINE__23_10b6aaca_4952_425e_b34b_570619][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__77539a80_f145_4a82_90e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5dde2782_c37d_413e_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__84573ee7_5b4d_466f_ae][bookmark: _LINE__24_d7a979c1_0a23_479b_a7cc_517639][bookmark: _LINE__25_b412814f_5582_4e91_bab0_e4bcce]A.  An individual practicing as a certified public accountant without a license on the basis of substantial equivalency practice privilege reciprocity pursuant to section 12232 12232-A and complying with the restrictions on the scope of such a practice is equivalent to an individual licensed as a certified public accountant under section 12230 or 12231 12231-B or a corresponding provision of prior law, and each reference in this section to a licensed certified public accountant is deemed to include, on an equal basis, such an individual;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__06c56400_6f51_4e8b_9848][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c6c23318_6183_4412_a06b_4518][bookmark: _PAR__9_378fd943_3a7a_4964_a90a_1464846f][bookmark: _LINE__26_efbfef2b_ca58_4401_86a5_ba0606][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b73b5bab_98f4_4c7a_820][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__74c9360b_5fdc_44b2_a91][bookmark: _LINE__27_94f5fb0f_88f6_450c_bab8_1c5e2b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7b1655f7_a1a0_4556_871]B.  A firm in compliance with section 12252, subsection 1 must, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to hold a valid license issued under section 12252; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4c201971_98df_4bfa_842e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__896b6866_f654_4a3f_9637_152f][bookmark: _PAR__10_ab52bac7_e561_465d_908b_b7ff27a][bookmark: _LINE__28_1c503f70_268d_4544_9bed_2bba66][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4faaa98f_01a8_4932_a75][bookmark: _LINE__29_ab67b08d_dfda_4c78_8f21_29cc2a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1526cd89_73f0_42f8_9e5][bookmark: _LINE__30_c4469f0f_f8fe_4412_8b74_25d07d][bookmark: _LINE__31_f8d35db6_785a_4b11_ba75_52d425][bookmark: _LINE__32_d26156cf_671e_4205_a175_634557][bookmark: _LINE__33_4999fc4b_64e0_4996_b0d6_c01b53][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__de39dca0_275c_48d2_bcb][bookmark: _LINE__34_08e34039_3b87_4868_826f_d6ece9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4a6a8463_f6bb_4a64_808][bookmark: _LINE__35_8a341b1e_db09_47df_9d54_4dcb3c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__768aef4e_ba3f_4af0_a02][bookmark: _LINE__36_b9dc3b19_13f0_4d46_bd8d_cebb7a][bookmark: _LINE__37_66ef25ce_4a21_49b1_8df0_6bec8a]C.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, it is not a violation of this section for a firm that does not hold a valid license under section 12252 and that does not maintain an office in this State to use the title "CPA" or "Certified Public Accountants" as part of the firm's name and to provide professional services in this State, and licensees and individuals with practice privileges may provide services on behalf of such a firm if the firm complies with the requirements of section 12252, subsection 1, paragraph A, subparagraph (3) or section 12252, subsection 1, paragraph B or C, whichever is applicable.  An individual or firm authorized under this paragraph to use practice privileges in this State shall comply with the requirements otherwise applicable to licensees under this section.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__4a764e28_6248_43e3_93a7_0805db][bookmark: _PAR__11_992f73bd_f448_46bc_ac64_2843cb9][bookmark: _LINE__38_396b1590_e0c3_4b22_b45f_a67610]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c7aa319d_4d13_4391_84bb_8c97f9c][bookmark: _LINE__39_bf591591_9115_418f_bee2_31f951][bookmark: _LINE__40_8474002a_47cb_465c_940c_09a732][bookmark: _LINE__41_b2494c5e_4ef6_4a29_89be_e885ab][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__28711904_5af7_4cec_975a_170][bookmark: _PAGE__8_cbae6efe_b18b_47c3_b578_818f1dc][bookmark: _PAR__1_c6089057_3006_4047_a3f3_8296320e][bookmark: _LINE__1_81b662f9_a3c1_42c8_8519_89aa66c][bookmark: _LINE__2_ce9669ee_eea0_4278_be34_ad1ced2]This bill revises the licensure statutes for the practice of public accountancy to enable continued access to the profession of public accountancy in the State by amending existing education and experience requirements and pathways to licensure and by clarifying that individuals and firms licensed or certified in another state may practice without a license in Maine on the basis of practice privilege reciprocity.
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