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An Act To Expand the MaineCare Program To Cover All Citizens of the State
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6d4709be_eaa6_456f_97db_bb4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__26487507_dfc6_44f9_b9b][bookmark: _PAR__6_25342441_fc26_44e0_bb31_f71faa9e][bookmark: _LINE__6_43e948de_42ba_4eed_b055_ce835f8][bookmark: _LINE__7_88043e15_607a_434a_ab04_0337f7e][bookmark: _LINE__8_7d9bad80_fb85_46b5_b0b4_ef5d081][bookmark: _LINE__9_e7646915_28f0_400d_9788_58ceb03]The MaineCare for All Program, referred to in this chapter as "the program," is established to provide for the health care of residents of this State. The program must be designed in accordance with the requirements of this chapter and may not be implemented before January 1, 2022 as provided in this chapter.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1b2f4070_7ff8_48f7_9695_f81][bookmark: _PAR__10_9020358f_dc13_44d3_8d63_8feb096][bookmark: _LINE__19_889f194f_8a59_4139_856d_761633][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__38797c70_ec4a_4f9b_8379][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d8df32ad_2313_4786_bd8](1)  Hospital services;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eb26f2f9_4125_4187_9ca5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__13ae74dd_c82c_46bb_b1bd_640][bookmark: _PAR__4_3118d83f_8015_4fb6_b2dd_1ff8de66][bookmark: _LINE__8_a77ce68d_b39d_44af_8102_f572abf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4f0dcb2f_0c3d_4f96_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3566b1d0_b6f9_4b22_a1a][bookmark: _LINE__9_9c8a8cc4_baba_45f7_a310_6e5b5cb][bookmark: _LINE__10_abd9a890_d588_4c1b_8b70_eeda81][bookmark: _LINE__11_255c40a9_80b4_4d65_844a_0a91fe][bookmark: _LINE__12_258c1221_9a6c_46a6_aa68_8bb98e][bookmark: _LINE__13_d9e3f8c8_4203_4a5d_a759_8bffbe][bookmark: _LINE__14_59cf89d2_87a8_444a_8819_cbe458][bookmark: _LINE__15_e0f7606c_3f1a_469d_a343_9555a9]2.  Phase one.  In January 2022, the Department of Health and Human Services shall convene a committee that shall authorize a request for proposals for a full study of the costs, economic benefits and issues, including any federal waivers, related to expanding coverage through the program for all residents of the State.  This request for proposals must be self-funded by outside sources unless covered under the normal operating budget of existing programs in the State's biennial budget.  Upon completion of the study, the Department of Health and Human Services shall apply, no later than June 30, 2023, for all federal waivers determined necessary by the study.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b89c08e2_ad1b_4580_824c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__396e88ac_a43c_4b18_aa06_69f][bookmark: _PAR__6_8f740a19_25dc_4a27_9079_35df248a][bookmark: _LINE__19_aa10699d_2fa2_4dfd_85aa_91da63][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0aaf2780_665b_48b2_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e6e70ea4_acca_4373_989][bookmark: _LINE__20_e59c5bd0_a875_4aa0_a464_3d9ae7][bookmark: _LINE__21_8dd7b28f_54b7_4670_a808_563f67]4.  Phase 3.  No later than January 31, 2024 or upon receipt of any necessary federal waivers, the State shall provide coverage through the program for a resident of the State who has an income between 200% and 400% of the federal poverty level.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3e53cb57_76ff_4782_995d_724a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__923b97d5_4c76_4c8b_99d][bookmark: _PAR__9_8add3ac7_0c5a_4e0b_bccf_b2b0a6eb][bookmark: _LINE__29_d624889a_0da9_4c62_9952_b8cab2][bookmark: _LINE__30_a723b83c_87ed_4c86_926d_40dfd5][bookmark: _LINE__31_57bea524_c738_4f4d_9e3d_80e122]For the purposes of this section, "federal poverty level" means that measure defined by the federal Department of Health and Human Services and updated annually in the Federal Register under authority of 42 United States Code, Section 9902(2).
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__6334855f_db5b][bookmark: _PAR__10_3610695f_6319_4b1f_b88f_6967793][bookmark: _LINE__32_d5e76c8b_7896_4e72_8475_7c48bf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__894b1c56_b9a7_40e6][bookmark: _LINE__33_41cf67b3_78c7_4257_947c_6dce11][bookmark: _LINE__34_da8db710_29a3_4e0a_8f36_b47d94][bookmark: _LINE__35_b9fc756c_4cf5_48b0_9a78_4b86dc]Sec. 2.  MaineCare for All Implementation Task Force.  The MaineCare for All Implementation Task Force, referred to in this section as "the task force," is established to oversee planning and implementation of the MaineCare for All Program, established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 166, as follows.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_33312599_7cc4_4652_9d12_28e2349][bookmark: _LINE__38_db96eb36_e714_46f2_a705_3f7c97][bookmark: _LINE__39_df06387c_fef1_4c6d_a5bd_9ab349][bookmark: _LINE__40_dd0eba3c_dd71_49c4_9519_dcd1f6][bookmark: _LINE__41_1a78257f_003f_4d49_a302_cc438d][bookmark: _LINE__42_5d850e2a_6dfe_495d_85f2_ba5652][bookmark: _LINE__43_3f948328_1387_492f_b08d_2ce0fa][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__e2966e11_dd73_4afb_a85b_fd5][bookmark: _PAGE__3_f2ca57d6_0baa_4921_bceb_55f5b83][bookmark: _PAR__1_cab3049e_ee94_49c8_988d_cb516ce3][bookmark: _LINE__1_7fa736c2_e1f2_439a_8c8b_a8714e0][bookmark: _LINE__2_6b326234_2073_4b80_9e20_53cdbb2]A.  Four members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate, including 2 members of the party holding the largest number of seats in the Senate and 2 members of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Senate, of whom at least one member is a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services, at least one member is a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services and at least one member is a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Labor and Housing or the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_f6b61a5a_e82f_4f45_9b1c_bd46e83e][bookmark: _LINE__3_a8a282aa_f9ff_43dc_82c5_f32b0d3][bookmark: _LINE__4_d783de94_b6ef_4fcd_b498_fc75aa4][bookmark: _LINE__5_5834eb07_136e_42f6_a814_a63e523][bookmark: _LINE__6_78eb17b7_6671_4d19_b94a_0438f98][bookmark: _LINE__7_e26a3e47_77a5_432b_9475_a789033][bookmark: _LINE__8_68991930_7680_4034_913a_ce1a5f9][bookmark: _LINE__9_df8926e5_da6d_4637_b3f4_a904305][bookmark: _LINE__10_525c6996_26d2_4955_a939_c08579][bookmark: _LINE__11_5234fea5_a54f_4fae_8934_e53b86]B.  Five members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, including 2 members of the party holding the largest number of seats in the House of Representatives and 2 members of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the House of Representatives, of whom at least one member is a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services, at least one member is a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services and at least one member is a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Labor and Housing or the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d2f53d8b_1564_47d2_b2ad_4f21f796][bookmark: _LINE__12_dcc7e16d_37ef_428a_96c9_39af45][bookmark: _LINE__13_bb5d2bd6_1894_4daa_ad3a_24a001]2.  Consultants.  The chairs of the task force may appoint the following persons as consultants to the task force:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_1de74172_6be8_4a1e_98a5_97867e1a][bookmark: _LINE__14_908f5399_871d_46f2_a6ec_92350f]A.  One person representing the interests of hospitals;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_677fa428_3318_4fc5_b678_232d9a35][bookmark: _LINE__15_d84bf58e_8684_4f3f_8519_754ce9][bookmark: _LINE__16_b16b3fa9_03bd_4df1_950c_75ea4a][bookmark: _LINE__17_52c5db05_a1d8_4518_b22a_f65634]B.  Two persons representing the interests of health care providers, including one person from an organization representing physicians and one person from an organization representing nurses;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2de8fd1b_d93b_4ad4_9444_eb5d4080][bookmark: _LINE__18_f2a0f147_0bff_46af_bd77_66abad]C.  Two persons representing the interests of health care consumers;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6b977a10_bde8_49c5_901b_9ddcba41][bookmark: _LINE__19_6d761e85_190b_46f3_ad1a_b772f5][bookmark: _LINE__20_90426b39_0aa5_42d7_99ef_e0399d]D.  One person representing the interests of employers with fewer than 50 employees; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_fb1209de_e893_4906_9a1c_ae9d64c8][bookmark: _LINE__21_0b2ca2e7_29f4_43ca_9c71_894b9e]E.  One person representing the interests of employers with 50 or more employees.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_d1babd58_3e47_4e23_9c8a_212db39e][bookmark: _LINE__22_8f09c7f5_b676_45c2_b415_d0e808][bookmark: _LINE__23_aa0ce03d_41f7_4a67_8323_c1d7ec][bookmark: _LINE__24_772e2ac5_2e9f_406b_abc5_20854f][bookmark: _LINE__25_9455f226_9d23_48fb_9c66_53cbe3]3. Chairs.  The first-named Senator is the Senate chair of the task force, and the first-named member of the House of Representatives is the House chair of the task force.  The chairs may invite individuals with expertise in health care policy, health care financing or health care delivery to assist the task force.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0e5ca9ad_0881_40a9_a606_2684603][bookmark: _LINE__26_68df9611_ecdc_40e9_8678_732ddf][bookmark: _LINE__27_e6aa79b7_0d02_4012_ad94_913c93][bookmark: _LINE__28_3c7bfe6a_3ebf_44f5_a367_634454][bookmark: _LINE__29_1fffde0a_11bb_487a_a45f_2ddfbc][bookmark: _LINE__30_139c91a4_c724_4bbe_a27a_d4c0d9][bookmark: _LINE__31_ce942755_192d_4dc4_affc_ac5126][bookmark: _LINE__32_61eedb2d_3369_49b2_b542_fef119][bookmark: _LINE__33_9fa0df2e_7fa5_47c1_9265_8af605]4. Appointments; convening.  All appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this Act.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been made.  When the appointment of all members has been completed, the chairs of the task force shall call and convene the first meeting of the task force.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this Act a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the task force to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_8f71acba_33d9_4224_be0e_78da52d][bookmark: _LINE__34_51af0b82_5d5a_437f_91a3_9b9422][bookmark: _LINE__35_54d0f490_4ca1_4ad0_96ec_152dce][bookmark: _LINE__36_8f64eee0_782c_4897_99fa_9c1db4][bookmark: _LINE__37_baed6e7a_2c60_4c5b_933d_9da42e]5. Recommendations.  The task force shall submit recommended legislation by January 15, 2022 to the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature to fully implement the MaineCare for All Program.  The task force shall include in its recommended legislation provisions to:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_965ee570_bd36_4856_af18_1604f6b][bookmark: _LINE__38_587a29df_371f_4055_be5a_5ece63][bookmark: _LINE__39_db7680c3_c1d4_4063_830e_c21845][bookmark: _LINE__40_50542adc_9025_4e33_bdf3_86c178][bookmark: _LINE__41_90289e56_5f81_4c61_9fc6_32f04c]A.  Transfer responsibility for administering the MaineCare program and the children's health insurance program established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 3174-T from the Department of Health and Human Services to the MaineCare for All Program;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c7a206e5_87b1_4d54_b543_7c9cceb][bookmark: _LINE__42_c091b3f3_8cb2_42c6_a86a_4f1f17][bookmark: _LINE__43_4c1e9a75_8086_4649_9728_e7f0be]B.  Transfer responsibility for administering any other state or federal health care program to the MaineCare for All Program;
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_3feb70c9_b4ad_496c_893a_19bb06d][bookmark: _PAR__1_cc012d34_0b31_476a_b0fa_bf4ee88e][bookmark: _LINE__1_84ff7bc1_5daa_418b_b60c_a1f1377][bookmark: _LINE__2_876979bf_7dde_4e3a_9c9e_2e5af42][bookmark: _LINE__3_efbd3f01_595d_4ec5_a29f_f6cbba9][bookmark: _LINE__4_35332459_73ff_4265_8510_1956ccf]C.  Apply for all waivers, exemptions and approvals from State Government and the Federal Government that are necessary to transfer health care funding from the Federal Government and from any state departments and agencies to the MaineCare for All Program;
[bookmark: _PAR__2_ae304f7b_0248_4b28_be4d_8e57f20f][bookmark: _LINE__5_550a1ded_78a3_4ed3_b091_39aed02][bookmark: _LINE__6_c333b957_e67d_437c_8e6f_86987ac]D.  Transfer to the MaineCare for All Program all state and federal funds associated with programs for which the MaineCare for All Program will assume responsibility;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8837f1c6_07c0_4176_bba9_f869e065][bookmark: _LINE__7_c095d3ea_2c81_433c_9352_9de8d32][bookmark: _LINE__8_07fc20d7_7c6c_4445_b2e7_f95b586][bookmark: _LINE__9_5bb06206_67f7_4664_8a5d_94d57a9][bookmark: _LINE__10_db302057_e110_437b_9a73_f50d45]E.  Enable the MaineCare for All Program to receive the appropriate federal fund contribution in lieu of the federal premium tax credits, cost-sharing subsidies and small business tax credits provided in the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act or its successor acts;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9c0ff6be_3a75_4ddd_a610_2fd54c31][bookmark: _LINE__11_9c135f57_d8f2_4eee_8c43_22e3a2][bookmark: _LINE__12_d39208e7_72f1_48e2_b740_fc7e23][bookmark: _LINE__13_141f4f26_4d83_4526_9326_51752a][bookmark: _LINE__14_550b4e9d_bf01_4cbe_b8ab_a95cde]F.  Ensure that the State's expenditures for health care services, including the State's responsibility for providing matching funds for the MaineCare program and other federally supported health care programs, do not fall below the expenditure levels for health care services in the year preceding the effective date of this Act;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_4e7371fe_2d1a_4126_99cc_a206ba33][bookmark: _LINE__15_3ac3e1da_5ad3_4db1_8cc1_c8bf93][bookmark: _LINE__16_c070176c_8734_4604_b6ca_2fe5df][bookmark: _LINE__17_d193aa2e_8177_49e1_a510_b45050]G.  Effectuate a smooth and efficient transfer of the programs and responsibilities and enable affected departments and agencies to assist the MaineCare for All Program in the assumption of its duties;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_699861ce_aaca_4d24_88f3_9a3b8e82][bookmark: _LINE__18_9cb14d77_3b36_41e0_93d5_516198][bookmark: _LINE__19_999221be_2e07_4fab_8761_4ac453]H.  Establish an ongoing revenue stream to adequately fund the MaineCare for All Program; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_32f05491_4b03_4de3_bfb2_b46e45d3][bookmark: _LINE__20_81540e45_c2e4_4d73_89d5_63d539][bookmark: _LINE__21_b98b4822_db17_437d_ad57_33d597]I.  Establish a rate board to oversee the true cost of providing care for all the State's residents.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_caf43b27_bad2_482c_824a_ba40e1b7][bookmark: _LINE__22_de4b1ca8_9ac7_4fd0_b9c3_6f5c5f][bookmark: _LINE__23_2bbaef6e_9b48_459d_9ed6_186c19][bookmark: _LINE__24_598cb80c_bd53_457f_b401_64a34c][bookmark: _LINE__25_dc032377_baed_498c_933e_608cf5]6. Oversight of planning.  At every meeting of the task force, the Commissioner of Health and Human Services, the Commissioner of Labor and the Superintendent of Insurance or their designees shall brief the task force on planning issues, progress, challenges and the timeline for implementation.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_336a79e8_aa94_482b_8417_acc3aa80][bookmark: _LINE__26_968353ee_c768_44c2_9c9a_57f64f][bookmark: _LINE__27_2716fda9_0978_46a0_ad36_aaea58][bookmark: _LINE__28_835313c0_c1c4_4733_b199_8c6816][bookmark: _LINE__29_3897a053_2974_4439_889b_3d105b][bookmark: _LINE__30_b800b8be_dd63_4fd8_9e6b_7e1260][bookmark: _LINE__31_a0606762_675c_4f85_ab03_0be299][bookmark: _LINE__32_0af89d04_9f6e_41ba_bc1e_e3fbce][bookmark: _LINE__33_b9569591_2ef6_4057_80b9_7692fb]7. Compensation.  The legislative members of the task force are entitled to receive the legislative per diem, as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 3, section 2, and reimbursement for travel and other necessary expenses related to their attendance at authorized meetings of the task force. Those persons appointed as consultants not otherwise compensated by their employers or other entities that they represent are entitled to receive reimbursement of necessary expenses and, upon a demonstration of financial hardship, a per diem equal to the legislative per diem for their attendance at authorized meetings of the task force.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_09e5977d_892f_4323_a8e5_301ca6a][bookmark: _LINE__34_b4328076_76a5_426d_be58_bd3e47]8. Quorum.  A quorum is a majority of the members of the task force.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_08c82e53_e684_4746_8674_077ba42][bookmark: _LINE__35_16f2819a_4a8f_4ada_89ae_9bbf0c][bookmark: _LINE__36_98031ef7_c3aa_457b_8fa8_8581a5][bookmark: _LINE__37_1e288f44_7136_41c3_916e_2db37b]9. Staffing.  The Legislative Council shall provide staff support for the task force. To the extent needed when the Legislature is in session, the Legislative Council may contract for such staff support if sufficient funding is available.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_52f2769a_5be5_4a9a_9a01_66bd802][bookmark: _LINE__38_4e8e1614_4a73_449a_b0f0_754288][bookmark: _LINE__39_4f5f044a_fff1_49ff_b62a_bb0a2a][bookmark: _LINE__40_0d646153_6a09_4283_998c_5b3d80][bookmark: _LINE__41_362dbc9b_239e_4cdc_8498_32b2b7][bookmark: _LINE__42_3f11a7d4_537d_43d2_be36_62264d][bookmark: _LINE__43_7158f4bf_4440_43db_a514_36d419]10. Experts; additional staff assistance.  The task force may solicit the services of one or more outside experts to assist the task force to the extent resources are available. Upon request, the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance and the Department of Labor shall provide any additional staffing assistance to the task force to ensure the task force has the information necessary to make the recommendations required by subsection 5.
[bookmark: _CONTINGENT_EFFECTIVE__49b4339e_d5c3_42c][bookmark: _PAGE__5_199ab28f_b422_412e_9a67_ef63019][bookmark: _PAR__1_297308b3_ebb9_4a75_9f61_6d911660][bookmark: _LINE__1_238bc3c5_1ebc_4d4c_8045_d004fad][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d8d7b537_6917_4868][bookmark: _LINE__2_8f73039d_61e5_42cf_8c1b_3c05821][bookmark: _LINE__3_0c895b97_22a4_4e2c_8ef7_fdad5f8]Sec. 3.  Contingent effective date. The Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 2035, subsections 3, 4 and 5 take effect only upon the enactment into law of legislation providing financing for the MaineCare for All Program established in Title 5, chapter 166.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2659d06d_df49_4660_aaa2_9339e3][bookmark: _PAR__2_7f96c2d6_6a8e_4805_9d15_620b5385][bookmark: _LINE__4_956fbf54_87b8_4c64_9550_572e30b]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_df4d05fd_84ab_4913_b268_c78df3f7][bookmark: _LINE__5_0858536e_907b_4ad5_87c3_ad0d9bb][bookmark: _LINE__6_3fc1de19_38bf_48d3_abb1_839d1f1][bookmark: _LINE__7_8592ae5e_d8b1_47a4_97fb_d44a096][bookmark: _LINE__8_e492a8d7_6285_4fe1_b3e5_9bf6c8d][bookmark: _LINE__9_9c462241_15aa_4512_bf83_ad3e1d5][bookmark: _LINE__10_7b7553f5_f841_4a7a_97c0_30d095][bookmark: _LINE__11_1f8ae4d2_5eb3_412d_87f5_9a2ada][bookmark: _LINE__12_4748ad35_9c70_406b_8136_4b6f46][bookmark: _LINE__13_65d0cf1e_b73a_499f_9e0d_2ff6be]This bill establishes a single-payer health care program in the State that provides health care services for Maine residents. The bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services to consult with the Department of Labor and the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance to develop the program.  The bill requires the State to implement the program in 4 phases, based on income, beginning in 2023 for those residents not already eligible for the MaineCare program. The bill also creates the MaineCare for All Implementation Task Force to advise the departments and make recommendations to fully implement the single-payer health care program. The program may not be implemented in 2023 without prior legislative approval.
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