130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Reduce the Nameplate Capacity of Distributed Generation Resource Projects to Qualify for Net Energy Billing and Decrease Tariff Rates for Customers Participating in Net Energy Billing Programs
L.D. 
An Act To Reduce the Nameplate Capacity of Distributed Generation Resource Projects to Qualify for Net Energy Billing and Decrease Tariff Rates for Customers Participating in Net Energy Billing Programs
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__82704c21_63ee_4479_b1c3_d92][bookmark: _PAR__10_a7f64e1a_66ae_4a8d_b6c8_ff89739][bookmark: _LINE__33_5da9ff3b_ad77_4d23_8399_7fb407][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f3104d63_3696_4598_8ba3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__611bbbde_1691_4160_858][bookmark: _LINE__34_d3a7a11d_4fb1_4d56_b6fd_6ba557][bookmark: _LINE__35_db2bbf0f_d990_486a_87a4_3aedd4][bookmark: _LINE__36_67f1067a_a235_4e2a_b5ba_1169bf][bookmark: _LINE__37_695704e0_e947_4b05_923c_91aa08](5)  Beginning January 1, 2026, the tariff rate must equal the standard offer service rate established under section 3212 that is applicable to the customer receiving the credit plus 10% of the effective transmission and distribution rate for the rate class that includes the smallest commercial customers of the investor-owned transmission and distribution utility; and
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__1dac7846_4c11][bookmark: _PAR__2_04c12e45_de97_450d_8109_2c6c87e6][bookmark: _LINE__4_fb090e74_c941_4cb4_85f7_12a14b9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__040f25f8_cd67_4335][bookmark: _LINE__5_afa117fc_da6a_47d2_af62_415bc1d][bookmark: _LINE__6_6c355ef4_7c52_4e16_bcae_2784801][bookmark: _LINE__7_94039383_6ea0_4d25_b593_62217e1][bookmark: _LINE__8_b049b2fc_6d1c_4042_84e8_211ec4d][bookmark: _LINE__9_55618cd2_76f3_459f_8956_f79906f][bookmark: _LINE__10_5cfdc535_e05a_40ad_bf81_1f2b6f][bookmark: _LINE__11_f8557aae_bdcd_493c_b146_7b22e8][bookmark: _LINE__12_760f4862_d87d_40d4_8552_f13b2d][bookmark: _LINE__13_b076d48e_0378_4434_b9e1_c43adf][bookmark: _LINE__14_40032fcc_26f8_4414_afc3_fa49de][bookmark: _LINE__15_4fc42026_9443_418b_be5f_ca195f]Sec. 4.  Voluntary buyout.  The Public Utilities Commission, either directly or through a transmission and distribution utility or another 3rd party, shall offer a voluntary buyout to a commercial or institutional customer of an investor-owned transmission and distribution facility that has a shared financial interest in a project under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3209-B and has not started commercial operation on the effective date of this Act.  A buyout under this subsection must be in the interest of the ratepayers and may not equal more than 2¢ per kilowatt-hour multiplied by the commission's estimate of the project's expected energy production over the life of its contract.  To receive a buyout under this subsection, the customer must file with the commission an application developed by the commission within the time period specified by the commission.  The Public Utilities Commission may not offer a buyout under this section after June 30, 2022.
[bookmark: _APPLICATION_CLAUSE__18b5d5e3_93b5_4941_][bookmark: _PAR__3_02ead8e3_e302_45f8_b5f0_4646dbd2][bookmark: _LINE__16_526a9690_6608_4d00_83c0_6c1a45][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__37bea910_087b_42b0][bookmark: _LINE__17_7fffc617_3058_4a41_8868_728638][bookmark: _LINE__18_87aeb8f8_4665_4b61_ae7d_3ef39f][bookmark: _LINE__19_98fa9ca9_abfc_4c33_b9ec_23c8b3][bookmark: _LINE__20_4cd01c2f_54f4_4b8e_8887_4719d9][bookmark: _LINE__21_570457a3_cd97_4ab1_933a_fa3691][bookmark: _LINE__22_8a04f3bb_4afe_422f_9488_1df722][bookmark: _LINE__23_b3499e6d_95ea_4611_81b5_310106]Sec. 5.  Application.  A distributed generation resource with a nameplate capacity of one megawatt or more and less than 5 megawatts that qualified for net energy billing prior to the effective date of this Act under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3209-A, subsection 4 and is subject to a contract entered into prior to January 1, 2021 may continue to qualify for net energy billing if the Public Utilities Commission determines there is sufficient viability of the project based upon developer investment and the achievement of project development milestones under Title 35-A, section 3484, subsection 7.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_afc50c73_4b6e_4150_8957_0fa6df17][bookmark: _LINE__25_00a31131_b54e_45da_8c5e_920cec][bookmark: _LINE__26_df8d4e52_0c96_4ab1_810d_eee578][bookmark: _LINE__27_de5b347d_7d02_45d7_bcbd_b487b2][bookmark: _LINE__28_7b1cdf3a_ba4f_4497_b968_e75e65][bookmark: _LINE__29_5b14dd5a_5271_4bf9_8bab_fd17c7][bookmark: _LINE__30_3ee35911_5723_4bf7_b94b_f7ed4c][bookmark: _LINE__31_cd0fb894_74a4_41a2_bcbb_7800a5][bookmark: _LINE__32_a54f86e3_0388_4b00_a1da_dd57ad][bookmark: _LINE__33_a2b864c2_b252_46d1_b5c9_0c29b7][bookmark: _LINE__34_4c52e9b2_7676_48b8_ac65_c971a7][bookmark: _LINE__35_771f8d8a_58ae_4b74_b9c4_058625][bookmark: _LINE__36_81c9d2f3_5179_4703_b3a6_b40b89][bookmark: _LINE__37_97b67a29_1ef9_4f69_8a7d_2f3b32][bookmark: _LINE__38_e7a7327a_da9d_4048_950b_47187d][bookmark: _LINE__39_4dd28da9_98cd_4df4_aed5_65b321][bookmark: _LINE__40_3747ec69_9d6a_46b1_9e62_eb1d34][bookmark: _LINE__41_15ee6208_9bb1_4d2e_a7e9_e71703]This bill reduces the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource project that qualifies for net energy billing from less than 5 megawatts to less than one megawatt, and allows a project subject to a contract entered into prior to January 1, 2021 that previously qualified for net energy billing and no longer qualifies upon the enactment of this provision to continue to qualify for net energy billing as determined by the Public Utilities Commission based upon the project's viability as indicated by developer investment and achievement of project milestones.  This bill decreases tariff rates for customers participating in the net energy billing program for commercial and institutional customers of investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities from the standard offer service rate plus 75% of the transmission and distribution rate for the class of the smallest customers of the utility in annual incremental reductions until arriving at the standard offer service rate after 5 years.  It also reduces the time in which a customer participating in the program may receive the bill credit from 20 years to 10 years.  This bill also directs the Public Utilities Commission to offer buyouts to commercial or institutional customers of transmission and distribution utilities who have a shared financial interest in a distributed generation resource project who have not yet started commercial operations on the effective date of this bill.
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