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An Act To Improve Maine's Election Laws
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1e9df1e9_0148_4992_8ff2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__911e9b2f_2577_44eb_91e6_117][bookmark: _PAR__8_d66b8b63_8553_4f75_b1f7_dfa4e394][bookmark: _LINE__19_ee25a491_0a56_44e5_96ce_7a88f7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4630d350_8690_4401_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a4273194_dd0d_4c52_bea][bookmark: _LINE__20_4a845c57_c217_4c5c_9b6b_227a1f][bookmark: _LINE__21_1a9f32fa_fbfd_4c5b_917b_bc9e4c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9c63ffd4_7302_4f36_82][bookmark: _LINE__22_1d79511b_5f78_4784_9df2_485058][bookmark: _LINE__23_5da10717_b5e9_47ad_86a9_f770e5][bookmark: _LINE__24_c172db40_7077_4382_b193_091be5][bookmark: _LINE__25_c0cc9a6f_a663_4c15_9172_0a16d8][bookmark: _LINE__26_e78a9f05_61dc_45e8_a5aa_6782b3][bookmark: _LINE__27_8b4feee5_e6a3_42b5_ae7e_9be447][bookmark: _LINE__28_fb39d9c8_f24f_44e8_9cd3_1f9d5a][bookmark: _LINE__29_5e3e2372_c93e_4638_a78f_70cc8e][bookmark: _LINE__30_c70ba3e6_6703_4206_8395_ecf8de][bookmark: _LINE__31_f36ef8f6_207c_4500_ad14_126167]8.  Absentee voting in presence of clerk.  A person who wishes to vote by absentee ballot may, without completing an application, vote by absentee ballot in the presence of the clerk, except as provided in subsection 2.  For a municipality with more than 500 registered voters, the clerk's office must be open for this purpose for no fewer than 4 hours on the Friday prior to the day of the election.  The method of voting is otherwise as prescribed in this article.  After the person has voted, the clerk shall sign the affidavit on the return envelope as a witness, indicate on the envelope that the voter voted in the presence of a clerk and ensure that the affidavit on the return envelope is properly completed by the voter.  For the 45 days preceding an election, during the hours when the clerk's office is open and may be conducting absentee voting, the display or distribution of any advertising material intended to influence a voter's decision regarding a candidate or question on the ballot for that election is prohibited within the clerk's office and on public property within 250 feet of the entrance to the building in which the clerk's office is located.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fa2b2283_2dcf_4ee0_b5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__34f4dfbd_623a_41dd_9a99_5956][bookmark: _PAR__10_34cb283e_034d_47d1_b012_5d9a73c][bookmark: _LINE__36_1075ef57_7385_4635_8562_cbb470][bookmark: _LINE__37_d8c834da_e10f_4a41_b356_4f9bcf][bookmark: _LINE__38_2793f41d_de3d_4044_841a_197a74][bookmark: _LINE__39_58ae0477_ff3d_4a14_8f3f_035c74][bookmark: _LINE__40_937dea1d_7996_4cf1_ab31_14bd14][bookmark: _LINE__41_9bd78c71_8a96_4087_92ef_6ee5cb]This subsection does not apply to campaign advertising material on automobiles traveling to and from the municipal office or parked on municipal property while the occupants are visiting the municipal office to conduct municipal business.  It does not prohibit a person who is at the municipal office for the purpose of conducting municipal business or for absentee voting from wearing a campaign button when the longest dimension of the button does not exceed 3 inches.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a66ebf9a_cfd4_4323_bec3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__62227692_fdfc_4db2_9975_672][bookmark: _PAR__3_1ba0a6fb_20e9_41f7_9aab_8219ea97][bookmark: _LINE__12_d030c470_d502_4ce9_9ac1_228928][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__41293957_bdee_4941_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6aa9bf1d_7c12_437e_a68][bookmark: _LINE__13_6855f4bf_00af_4513_965c_c7838a][bookmark: _LINE__14_ff60e1bc_97d4_4f35_bfe3_4565c9][bookmark: _LINE__15_e5f460ba_4b58_4af3_b775_548bf6][bookmark: _LINE__16_77b58cc8_3bd9_490f_842c_a63ec3][bookmark: _LINE__17_78f5eb24_0ea9_4e9f_af40_6840f0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d78c77a7_03af_4448_a7][bookmark: _LINE__18_71558b05_cce8_4ea0_abad_d28da4][bookmark: _LINE__19_ab2a5c5e_7ee4_4ce4_a38a_2fe842][bookmark: _LINE__20_37d68b2b_fb11_468c_a12f_98eb55]2.  Clerk to examine signatures and affidavit.  The clerk shall compare the signature of the voter on the application, where required, with that on the corresponding return envelope.  The clerk shall examine the affidavit on the return envelope.  If the signatures appear to have been made by the same person and if the affidavit is properly completed, the clerk shall write "OK" and the clerk's initials on the return envelope.  Otherwise, the clerk shall note any discrepancy on the return envelope.  If there is a signature discrepancy or missing signature, the clerk shall immediately notify the voter and provide an opportunity for the voter to cure the ballot under procedures directed by the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shall adopt rules for ballot curing procedures.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__62fa41e1_ece4_41ae_9909][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__87a1735c_44da_499e_b71f_b507][bookmark: _PAR__4_6a1d36ad_c966_4c26_9c10_d55c825c][bookmark: _LINE__21_b973775c_0be2_4d89_a763_4695d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7e2e60d7_d97b_4630_ad9][bookmark: _LINE__22_a29d343b_1ff5_4187_a3b5_84592c][bookmark: _LINE__23_1b61aaf1_4eaf_4f73_9c86_114f55][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__13892110_123e_447e_be4][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__273f5d94_b1d0_482e_bd3][bookmark: _LINE__24_f720d578_9406_4c17_86a3_a6d696][bookmark: _LINE__25_18b65dfc_a31e_4125_aa96_0fa2f7]A.  If the signatures do not appear to have been made by the same person, but this discrepancy is apparently the result of the voter's having properly obtained assistance under either section 753‑A, subsection 5, or section 754‑A, subsection 3, or both, then the clerk shall note the discrepancy on the return envelope, but shall also write "OK" and the clerk's initials on the return envelope.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__631517c5_a53b_40f8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0f484525_8f7f_405c_a49a_e][bookmark: _PAR__5_ebff53c4_ad55_4247_9dd1_25ed23db][bookmark: _LINE__26_942da40a_a0e6_4e39_b5f7_f73567][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__212ad3af_9bef_44ba][bookmark: _LINE__27_b9fd3eb6_1d9d_4493_b503_2580e5]Sec. 8.  21-A MRSA §759, sub-§7, as amended by PL 1997, c. 436, §113, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1e1f778f_255e_4e8e_b1ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2b268c15_9d50_4071_bef3_e41][bookmark: _PAR__6_cacd4ce7_e6e5_473f_a441_9450c987][bookmark: _LINE__28_63d8647b_2ed8_417e_a9c4_e0ef29][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bb187825_ee57_4acf_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e584c876_aae4_40dd_825][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4dc3e8a2_bc90_4427_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b57e6a2f_64ec_4a7e_a6][bookmark: _LINE__29_06f26e21_6bf6_47bf_8062_80267a][bookmark: _LINE__30_5eed9092_8c3c_40e9_8db5_92314a][bookmark: _LINE__31_3592948c_b484_4fdf_b72d_ba7cfd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__846fd191_3e18_4c2b_a43][bookmark: _LINE__32_e3034333_c9d9_4a2f_b5e8_07b5ca][bookmark: _LINE__33_4f0bfd05_c600_47c0_9b7a_f7106d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ca46408a_53a9_409b_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3135846e_2628_4876_98][bookmark: _LINE__34_bc7ad78a_bee6_4550_8ff2_7aa861][bookmark: _LINE__35_a14e0513_c521_4535_b0b1_fa51e6][bookmark: _LINE__36_cb7e1e83_fe96_42ff_b2f2_c8f5cc]7.  Processing before close of polls.  A If the municipal clerk does not intend to process absentee ballots prior to election day pursuant to section 760-B, a notice signed by the municipal clerk must be posted at least 7 days before election day in the same manner as posting the notice of election, under section 621‑A, stating each specific time that the clerk intends to begin processing absentee ballots on election day.  The warden shall follow the procedures required by subsections 1 to 6 5 to process absentee ballots before the close of the polls.  The clerk shall notify the chairs of each political party of the municipality, in writing, that this procedure is to occur.  This notice must be considered sufficient as long as it is mailed to the last address of each municipal chair that is known to the clerk.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9bff674b_7d38_4067][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b3f2b2f6_6066_4335_9ffd_b][bookmark: _PAR__7_3479e76c_3543_4e9e_8937_fe9c9153][bookmark: _LINE__37_98137cd7_4c74_45d3_876c_430c8d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a4947ae2_e3e7_41bc][bookmark: _LINE__38_4976ae14_8aaf_425e_8413_4f342e]Sec. 9.  21-A MRSA §760-A, first ¶, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 459, §82, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8b8a8869_1999_4c1f_ad7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__42e766ea_5459_4f84_b3b6_b72c][bookmark: _PAR__8_a23dabe0_182b_4482_8fcf_97db09f1][bookmark: _LINE__39_129db09c_ec3d_4075_b1a4_b45951][bookmark: _LINE__40_9fcc3e63_28c9_4ab0_9c8d_501575][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0ae1a50a_473b_478e_83]The clerk shall use the following procedure when processing the absentee ballots at a central location on election day.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__f7aeddd2_311e_4a3a_b482_67a420][bookmark: _PAR__9_8445ac27_5396_4f78_8653_02270ab4][bookmark: _LINE__41_1b36a308_3996_4405_a185_95d9f7]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_f84b0006_5b5c_4cc0_85fd_6309f83][bookmark: _LINE__42_d2b3e632_7a7b_4af5_9e7d_97f59d]This bill makes the following changes to the election laws.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_a22a0b8f_3f7f_45cf_b507_5887ea4][bookmark: _PAR__1_6a95c9ae_f019_4101_8cce_2a2ca2a1][bookmark: _LINE__1_6f672612_0091_46a8_b702_25292f5][bookmark: _LINE__2_1cf320aa_5561_42d8_96fe_2cfb873][bookmark: _LINE__3_786667ff_33f3_43de_a939_8e65e13][bookmark: _LINE__4_348f39fb_feef_433b_ab0c_c924d1f]1.  It adds to the list of forms of documentation that may be submitted by an applicant who is registering to vote a student photo identification that is issued by a state-approved public or private school located in this State or that is issued by a duly authorized institution of higher learning that operates in this State.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_49165e51_5ab0_4644_adf1_333a4dba][bookmark: _LINE__5_3e07b603_ecf2_4f85_a682_f0879fe][bookmark: _LINE__6_f62827bd_8bd4_4e9d_8e13_35f1ead][bookmark: _LINE__7_34e898d2_d1a1_48e3_93e6_d68d8d7]2.  It requires ballot drop box locations to be included in the election notice and specifies that municipalities may include their in-person absentee voting hours in the notice.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5924b2b0_3804_447f_bb92_202d2406][bookmark: _LINE__8_bb6c88ed_d07a_4b37_826b_3e73d78][bookmark: _LINE__9_05805286_f28b_46a3_b835_7bb362b][bookmark: _LINE__10_d92b64ae_c17a_4a18_a49a_2622ac][bookmark: _LINE__11_e39f7ac2_4531_47dd_b12f_9b836c][bookmark: _LINE__12_ae6bf73f_15f8_4d56_8a86_b4f8ec]3.  It establishes the rights of nonpartisan observers to observe the election process in polling places.  It establishes that space must be provided for a nonpartisan observer as is required for party observers.  It changes the deadline for submitting a written complaint about insufficient space in a polling place from 60 days prior to the election to within 14 days of the publication date of polling locations.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b4478494_09fa_4d8e_9d8b_9459ecef][bookmark: _LINE__13_4d79f65c_86b0_4781_8574_7c035c][bookmark: _LINE__14_b3363c5e_b44f_429f_bcf9_b9ac5e][bookmark: _LINE__15_b5ed57ce_691b_4049_978c_d53307]4.  It changes the closed period when no-excuse absentee voting is no longer permitted from after the 3rd business day before the election to on or after the last business day before the election.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_fdf9d9d5_215a_4da3_9bbe_9cc4c410][bookmark: _LINE__16_fb163a55_2b28_4d7f_b90d_4ee3f6][bookmark: _LINE__17_ba33bd49_88b3_43c8_8cdf_d6aaf6][bookmark: _LINE__18_21babf7d_aa38_48ba_b371_a35b94][bookmark: _LINE__19_85189059_fc22_45cd_aeed_e19556]5.  It directs the Secretary of State to develop uniform language for municipalities to use to inform voters of the reasons for which they may request and receive an absentee ballot after the period for no-excuse absentee voting has ended.  It requires municipalities to post this information wherever they post election information for voters.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_80b6452a_2e5a_4eec_96e3_5cf3df3e][bookmark: _LINE__20_b412e1cf_21d1_4e18_94f0_472331][bookmark: _LINE__21_04e5ab36_a4d6_40d1_8036_a591b9]6.  It requires that municipalities with over 500 registered voters offer at least 4 hours of in-person absentee voting on the Friday prior to election day. 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ed38487d_abb2_41e5_9bcf_6ef2d83a][bookmark: _LINE__22_c0951699_6fa2_492d_9973_0d203d][bookmark: _LINE__23_518be057_225a_4d0f_a900_75e050][bookmark: _LINE__24_e231f146_3940_4bd8_97cb_1e8316][bookmark: _LINE__25_e1fe2c14_d2bf_430c_9656_0d2546]7.  It directs the Secretary of State to adopt rules regarding the design and use of secured drop boxes, including access to and security of drop boxes, and on the chain of custody for ballots placed in drop boxes.  The rules must allow for the use of multiple drop boxes in a municipality.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_07cb5ce8_a52e_48fc_9907_e86619b9][bookmark: _LINE__26_fd613068_77cb_4d5a_947a_b1f76f][bookmark: _LINE__27_99ff3b9d_f483_4549_8235_d7c798][bookmark: _LINE__28_b7888b72_882d_45e5_8cc9_78529d][bookmark: _LINE__29_43775b34_ff98_4098_aa07_b81119]8.  It provides that, as part of the procedure of processing an absentee ballot, a municipal clerk must notify a voter if the voter's ballot is missing a signature or the signatures do not match and must provide the voter an opportunity to correct the ballot.  The Secretary of State is required to adopt rules regarding this process.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a1a50410_bd4a_40bb_aa2b_f647099b][bookmark: _LINE__30_236d498d_2ecf_4ce3_bea5_24de9f]9.  It clarifies the laws governing the processing of absentee ballots on election day.
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