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L.D. 
An Act To Equitably Fund Maine's Climate Change Mitigation Efforts
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__eda8ccb6_c81e_4bee_8c75_c181][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__130574b8_3e73_48cc_862][bookmark: _PAR__15_78c13b75_6b5c_4adf_962c_112996a][bookmark: _LINE__28_1ee3e3f3_934a_4198_9e76_56e220][bookmark: _LINE__29_c2903524_aaaf_4c89_b026_adbd14][bookmark: _LINE__30_5bcb5949_1a7d_4ce8_8f03_e335f7][bookmark: _LINE__31_704544b5_0782_43b5_a511_34a27d][bookmark: _LINE__32_70bd903f_9594_4cb6_8fab_0d37b6][bookmark: _LINE__33_823da692_d8b2_4704_82f2_af3de6][bookmark: _LINE__34_3fd9bce7_b3d2_4ce2_877a_c1c31d][bookmark: _LINE__35_ef686766_047e_4795_b1b9_9152dd][bookmark: _LINE__36_a378478a_c782_442e_bb3e_b83733][bookmark: _LINE__37_a73422cf_f921_4dd5_864a_36e854][bookmark: _LINE__38_532fbfe8_b32f_4eb1_b1da_b8592e]The Maine Climate Change Equitable Mitigation Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established to be used by the department as a nonlapsing, revolving fund for carrying out the purposes of the climate action plan.  The balance in the fund is limited to money collected pursuant to section 551 in excess of the lesser of $18,500,000 and the amount the department determines is necessary to carry out the purposes of section 551.  Money in the fund may be used for any expenditures of the State related to mitigation of climate change and any obligations of the State pursuant to the climate action plan.  Money in the fund not needed currently to meet the obligations of the department in the exercise of its responsibilities under this chapter must be deposited with the Treasurer of State to the credit of the fund and may be invested in the manner provided for by statute.  Interest received on that investment must be credited to the fund.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__db561669_7a27_40bc_87de][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cd22d057_42e2_477e_bf1a_0911][bookmark: _PAR__2_2c9b5bc4_732a_483a_8906_969ad9a8][bookmark: _LINE__4_72778583_a745_483b_9a5d_ab5c64c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66a1b24f_b3a2_4e3f_842][bookmark: _LINE__5_d08f8e7b_59a4_4fff_b7c1_913b904][bookmark: _LINE__6_b7d1f6fd_1312_44a1_a032_621596b][bookmark: _LINE__7_58c365b3_5143_4542_b802_5d8595f][bookmark: _LINE__8_c56e0632_1a4c_46bf_9a61_b4d36f3][bookmark: _LINE__9_9a2267d6_19e0_4c2a_b4dc_2a06d68]B.  Up to 20% of the fund annually for grants to a municipality or county to assess and mitigate climate change risks within the municipality or county, in accordance with rules adopted by the department.  Grant recipients may coordinate with one another and combine grants received under this paragraph.  A municipality or county that receives a grant under this paragraph for 3 consecutive years is ineligible to receive a grant for the next 3 consecutive years;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6a7e8c04_5a24_4dcc_a316][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8fc95d95_45e7_428b_9d7c_6bfe][bookmark: _PAR__3_65f233c0_daa9_4a8d_9b65_f69d3b17][bookmark: _LINE__10_0964757f_6469_4f81_a31d_63be7d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c261e5af_7f9d_408b_81c][bookmark: _LINE__11_ae1aa7fe_43b3_41b2_aa93_5b4367][bookmark: _LINE__12_566a4c21_e85b_49ac_a7e7_b0e1e0][bookmark: _LINE__13_bf9f8036_559a_4ec6_b6d7_2c3836][bookmark: _LINE__14_2f63e66d_511a_4f58_9ce3_ac7abd][bookmark: _LINE__15_78a39a0d_586e_4b59_8227_eb3250][bookmark: _LINE__16_748a2943_c710_4cb8_ab60_185f85][bookmark: _LINE__17_6a46cef5_96fc_4216_8540_cae9c5][bookmark: _LINE__18_58fb20c0_232d_4beb_845c_af968c][bookmark: _LINE__19_9c808e19_b864_4417_8ed7_3abf91][bookmark: _LINE__20_10c10590_5249_4bcd_9444_0a5d99][bookmark: _LINE__21_c7023d07_36c0_4fac_b237_bdcddc][bookmark: _LINE__22_aa778352_03d3_4ca8_92a6_feaf50]C.  Up to 20% of the fund annually for distribution to community action agencies as defined in Title 22, section 5321, subsection 2 for loans and grants to supplement existing rebate programs for low-income families and individuals administered by the Efficiency Maine Trust established by Title 35-A, section 10103 and for payment of reasonable administrative costs actually incurred by a community action agency to provide those services.  Before disbursing funds under this paragraph, the department shall adopt a written policy in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act establishing guidelines for payment under this paragraph of the reasonable administrative costs actually incurred by a community action agency.  A community action agency shall administer a loan or grant received in accordance with program operating standards, including the Maine State Housing Authority's formula for the allocation of funds received under the federal weatherization assistance program, and in coordination with the trust;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1cc279b2_89d5_471b_b0fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__61c3df5d_f99c_42ed_a049_6a38][bookmark: _PAR__4_017d1f7c_9e49_41b7_96d0_56c71076][bookmark: _LINE__23_25b7b766_5456_46b9_b024_650092][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7e77c883_b413_4519_a3f][bookmark: _LINE__24_86ab1e6a_e94a_4167_a5c7_71641c][bookmark: _LINE__25_30783e9e_4a65_476e_938a_771217][bookmark: _LINE__26_526293ff_bd6a_401b_a109_6c3858][bookmark: _LINE__27_1fe176d6_c29d_48b2_a056_0f93f9][bookmark: _LINE__28_2211c1d7_7689_4d75_8c29_d89c90][bookmark: _LINE__29_c8770ba7_b666_426e_bfd5_db698c][bookmark: _LINE__30_463f24b1_6ecd_454b_a4a4_b16b3e]D.  Up to 20% of the fund annually transferred to the Department of Transportation for use in programs and on projects to improve transportation infrastructure to increase vehicle efficiency within the State, to promote the use of low-emission vehicles and public transportation or to reduce climate change risks to the State's transportation infrastructure.  The commissioner shall biennially propose expenditures on programs and projects under this paragraph and shall provide the public with notice of and an opportunity to comment on the proposal prior to the transfer of money to the Department of Transportation; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9183a6a0_3f78_41d1_8acd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5977b73d_2d3a_49fd_9047_5641][bookmark: _PAR__5_60e5f3ae_2230_489d_bf4d_12ebe421][bookmark: _LINE__31_791aabb6_8a24_4cfc_973d_f62e4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__226b70d5_ecd1_4f1c_a68][bookmark: _LINE__32_8954680e_4a27_4a2d_871c_f965ef][bookmark: _LINE__33_b4e9493b_fab2_4e0f_a805_0a7dd0][bookmark: _LINE__34_f2f327a5_c16f_4f29_ac8f_e742dd][bookmark: _LINE__35_e08dbf38_d0a5_48ea_b18f_db20bf][bookmark: _LINE__36_6e08e23c_d0a1_43e1_b655_7ceb88][bookmark: _LINE__37_fdbf8080_934c_4c42_bfeb_508571][bookmark: _LINE__38_c8563b50_6378_4733_9ac6_c2b71a]E.  Up to 40% of the fund annually to the Efficiency Maine Trust established by Title 35-A, section 10103 for use in programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with a memorandum of understanding to be negotiated between the department and the trust and renegotiated every 3 years.  Money disbursed to the trust under this paragraph must first be used to offer grants to replace lighting fixtures in public elementary and secondary schools in the State with high-efficiency lighting, including LEDs, and to promote the installation of efficient electric heat pumps as defined by Title 35-A, section 3105.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_eae918df_b8ca_4b5f_aa31_9ce476f5][bookmark: _LINE__43_eb584fa5_6449_4ea8_8d65_2e4258][bookmark: _LINE__44_e0293d6e_4f93_48ec_a7ca_635d97][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__39c78d8d_9476_4417_81fd_d58][bookmark: _PAGE__3_71198711_081b_46eb_b705_ab3f837][bookmark: _PAR__1_758ac20f_857e_4548_a10c_d5bc1162][bookmark: _LINE__1_c71b6779_fd91_40e9_86e5_801b347][bookmark: _LINE__2_a41fdfd5_fdd0_41f6_88eb_8abe7ad][bookmark: _LINE__3_ca2db9e9_6af8_44e9_b1ec_b3ac1fc][bookmark: _LINE__4_1a3b1c19_3439_40ac_bacd_6b09a06][bookmark: _LINE__5_3e681aaa_45cf_4248_85fa_d719779][bookmark: _LINE__6_42df50af_c25c_425e_93ab_fb711c8][bookmark: _LINE__7_55cacf69_c50d_42f1_bdbe_68a970f][bookmark: _LINE__8_44fd80d5_7846_48e5_914f_1d34eb7][bookmark: _LINE__9_f79eb410_edf4_4239_88bd_0c9cbc9][bookmark: _LINE__10_b11c8c85_561e_4c89_b231_8ed4c7][bookmark: _LINE__11_9c7e6921_e2e8_4492_8f3c_e1f604][bookmark: _LINE__12_c8527f02_b47f_4fef_ae2b_26ccef][bookmark: _LINE__13_61063d6a_7628_4613_8ed2_e078d2]This bill establishes the Maine Climate Change Equitable Mitigation Fund, a nonlapsing, revolving fund administered by the Department of Environmental Protection to carry out the purposes of the climate action plan adopted pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 577.  The fund is funded through fees collected pursuant to Title 38, section 551 on crude oil and certain petroleum products, including home heating oils and gasoline transferred within the State.  The use of the money in the fund is subject to various restrictions, and money in the fund may be disbursed only for the cost of fund administration, grants awarded to municipalities or counties for climate change assessments and risk mitigation, loans or grants awarded to community action agencies to supplement existing Efficiency Maine Trust programs for low-income individuals and families and associated administrative expenses, transfers to the Department of Transportation for climate-related programs and projects and transfers to the Efficiency Maine Trust for programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The bill permits the Department of Environmental Protection to adopt routine technical rules for the administration of the fund.
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