130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Strengthen Maine's Agriculture, Food and Forest Economy
L.D. 
An Act To Strengthen Maine's Agriculture, Food and Forest Economy
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__b22e23ee_1bf8_460d_bdd][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__b1bd2936_d987_4718_a336_8d0a8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__988fa48a_9b73_4680_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_0605b0d2_0e85_40b8_a710_2f5ec64][bookmark: _PAR__1_b51139a4_107c_457b_b88a_b501df08][bookmark: _LINE__1_b6a90e90_2acc_4370_9ebf_4b41726]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dcbf2eeb_df24_4e6b_8c7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__14cca8bf_401f_4173_a3f0_c80][bookmark: _PAR__9_7c132fb6_4e25_4fc1_ace2_3144136f][bookmark: _LINE__21_f97a0bfd_fafd_44b5_8112_02fbcd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__721dfaed_cd71_4f78_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1113cb71_af1a_412f_b1f][bookmark: _LINE__22_de2941d7_b25e_4286_96c3_38baa1][bookmark: _LINE__23_dd0e1eba_80ed_4685_8ef2_255f40][bookmark: _LINE__24_38da1d7b_789d_47f6_8f52_e1f2f1][bookmark: _LINE__25_ba59b135_be7b_4c14_8acf_54b43b][bookmark: _LINE__26_b4ba84fe_93a9_4f83_a683_e652cc][bookmark: _LINE__27_40a2b2a9_2dc9_415e_90b3_5592e8][bookmark: _LINE__28_8a082578_218d_4b36_9f45_22fed9][bookmark: _LINE__29_7b6ec46f_7313_4b21_9e88_b8dd60]1.  Fund established.  The Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund, referred to in this chapter as "the fund," is established and administered by the department to support public-private partnerships to carry out the purposes of this chapter. The fund consists of money appropriated to the fund or received from any other private or public source.  Interest in investment of money of the fund is credited to the fund. Unexpended balances at the end of the fiscal year do not lapse but carry over into the next fiscal year.  The Maine Agriculture, Food System and Forest Products Infrastructure Investment Advisory Board established in section 320-C shall oversee and determine expenditures from the fund.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__45120b19_84c4_48bd_b925][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__23fbd366_5f17_4e86_a554_5b5f][bookmark: _PAR__7_e4d0efda_2aa1_4a3d_adbe_dca3413e][bookmark: _LINE__10_3b71a745_cdb0_465c_b29f_a5a6ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a86fb4c3_f0ce_441d_972][bookmark: _LINE__11_823bc579_b4c5_46ae_b5f9_77d846]H.  Two members representing the supply chain in processing, manufacturing or distribution; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c99e17c5_22ad_4e43_94e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__36c8e501_2504_497a_a412_6135][bookmark: _PAR__8_2f5042c9_a9d9_4678_8b48_5bc8b819][bookmark: _LINE__12_fe9b58d6_fc9e_484a_888b_af0b21][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__33d83067_017f_48e5_8b2][bookmark: _LINE__13_0bb68a99_5d28_41ca_bba0_30c314]I.  One member actively engaged in providing marketing assistance, market development or business and financial planning.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e599f302_d5f0_4ad3_b911_5732][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__601010d9_3f92_4daf_96b][bookmark: _PAR__9_68cebb7c_5a32_49e1_b86b_74b07cc8][bookmark: _LINE__14_f5885a36_3f80_444f_beb2_9d2ff1][bookmark: _LINE__15_89ad61d1_730b_4c3c_a334_b99992][bookmark: _LINE__16_dfb3fd54_cd5e_4157_8160_b7d1b7][bookmark: _LINE__17_14cbb23d_5dfa_43c8_ad9e_7c0114]Board membership must reflect a diversity of skills and experience relevant to investment in agricultural, food and forest products processing and manufacturing industries and represent the racial diversity of the food system in the State with specific representation by Indian tribes, communities of color and other underserved communities and populations.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__39190c67_ea6e_4dc6_8a75][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bf64a1a9_3b65_4647_9ee8_69c][bookmark: _PAR__10_f4415c54_3068_4b48_b6c2_5111787][bookmark: _LINE__18_bb3289cb_d2a5_419a_9d0a_941e29][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__533b817f_33a0_40cf_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b301cb75_a021_46b6_b18][bookmark: _LINE__19_061c4fad_fa44_4d6a_9670_863c9e][bookmark: _LINE__20_179067ec_e693_4cf7_8151_08cf31][bookmark: _LINE__21_d309917a_c808_40b3_b690_23ddb5][bookmark: _LINE__22_1573d856_859a_4a35_93a1_9b4aca]3.  Terms; officers; committees; rules.  Board members serve for 3-year terms and may serve no more than 3 consecutive terms.  The members shall elect a chair and may elect officers, establish one or more committees or subcommittees and adopt such procedural rules as the members determine necessary and appropriate to perform the board's work.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__58e783e3_574a_4a00_b07c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b72598c6_02d3_4516_9bf5_699][bookmark: _PAR__11_aa7e31f0_4985_40cd_b820_202ca0d][bookmark: _LINE__23_7b21a300_ff41_44e7_b3a4_53b510][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a7f291d9_eb17_4da2_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dc99409d_4d45_4bc3_b60][bookmark: _LINE__24_22b2f695_954e_40f2_946a_7bd85e][bookmark: _LINE__25_bebc57f1_8279_4678_a865_b36750][bookmark: _LINE__26_13f74816_6e48_4be3_b202_80cf4d][bookmark: _LINE__27_f9f38537_3e6e_45aa_bb7a_8c8c3d][bookmark: _LINE__28_aa7be51b_c184_429a_87ef_3ee933][bookmark: _LINE__29_cd9e98d5_2a8f_4a5b_952c_6ab0bd][bookmark: _LINE__30_b7a16cf6_78e9_48a8_b5e6_2c16df][bookmark: _LINE__31_024356ed_6b8b_42c2_894f_47dc3b]4.  Quorum; meeting; voting.  A majority of the sitting members constitute a quorum, and action taken by the board may be authorized by a majority of the members present and voting at any regular or special meeting at which a quorum is present.  The board may permit any or all members to participate in a regular or special meeting by or conduct the meeting through the use of any means of communication, including electronic telecommunications or a telephone conference call, by which all members participating may communicate with each other during the meeting.  A member participating in a meeting by means approved by the board under this subsection is deemed to be present in person at the meeting. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c8a38fb_68f3_4c95_a707][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f4cb3a7f_3be2_4d94_83a5_7e7][bookmark: _PAR__12_8dece5d2_c39e_44b7_816c_0c6f0da][bookmark: _LINE__32_1a5ce673_6ff0_4bf8_83b9_4ba803][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__445c3a0c_f36e_4f55_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__57923d47_54d6_4a1e_a60][bookmark: _LINE__33_11b23ea1_78b7_40d0_8c9f_60722d][bookmark: _LINE__34_087cd6f5_f664_4708_9792_1d2f59]5.  Reimbursement.  A member of the board is entitled to reimbursement of mileage and other incidental expenses, if funds are available for such purposes, pursuant to Title 5, chapter 379.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26d682f3_eed0_4011_9828][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7e184212_9447_4ff1_b35b_212][bookmark: _PAR__13_7e6d5218_d99b_4118_8b60_70e0521][bookmark: _LINE__35_d543b86e_2c6f_46b9_9fde_1ad353][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c2fe5f64_e8ea_4c68_bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__29588f17_0dbc_491c_ba1][bookmark: _LINE__36_c061b087_f907_4f9c_bff6_dcbbd9]6.  Powers and duties of board.  The board, in determining disbursements of the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund, shall:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7ad4f3a5_d8f0_479b_9623][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6cde3e16_4b3b_48d0_ba80_78e6][bookmark: _PAR__14_393e53e2_a44f_4be3_8d04_52c62e9][bookmark: _LINE__37_1ee2232f_95cd_43b5_a9ef_01704b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__deb18450_8787_4a45_8c2][bookmark: _LINE__38_0d012dce_fc42_4f23_bd9d_1f2d5c]A.  Facilitate strategic investments in the State's agricultural, food and forest products processing and manufacturing industries, including value-added products;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d82df7cd_c60c_44e2_9c7b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__055a942a_4b15_400b_91d5_e030][bookmark: _PAR__15_95be7c8a_dbd4_4c32_986b_d843a26][bookmark: _LINE__39_484ed163_9ef9_4aa9_bcef_563dff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ea58d0cd_9ce6_4ae1_9da][bookmark: _LINE__40_8d917151_e479_4f4a_9022_9ff860]B.  Foster an environment that encourages innovation, sustainable growth, equity and inclusion;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1f833567_7943_47dd_a9f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__794daa10_44f0_43c4_b860_373d][bookmark: _PAR__16_8e38ddf6_6f1e_438e_a0dc_98bc449][bookmark: _LINE__41_a39f39e9_4348_40e8_91d7_0cf2e5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__000e8642_e2c0_4840_b28][bookmark: _LINE__42_0d986ead_49f4_47d0_921d_1af54a]C.  Implement and maintain business technical assistance programs in support of the fund and other funds as needed;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__76ddd449_e012_4e3a_8e98][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f784bd46_9b38_4aad_b536_5312][bookmark: _PAGE__4_d84158f4_8015_449f_8a5b_ffd37d6][bookmark: _PAR__1_d496b6d2_f4b9_40d9_96e3_04de2ac7][bookmark: _LINE__1_ea4f1cdf_7b97_4c27_b98d_04f0de3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a5304acf_2149_44ae_b4a][bookmark: _LINE__2_a95ae404_4eea_4299_91b5_775a484][bookmark: _LINE__3_e6cbbf72_3faf_40d8_a91c_c083d48][bookmark: _LINE__4_567d0e50_7473_43bd_8203_ad72a1c][bookmark: _LINE__5_076afd00_2829_407d_96b6_1cd6908][bookmark: _LINE__6_e9956884_556e_4fb8_ad7a_9260632][bookmark: _LINE__7_06113ddb_33d7_49b5_9517_bce4b7e][bookmark: _LINE__8_5514afd5_586f_44d9_a5c2_81945b6]D.  Determine and devise a process for requests for proposals to perform 3rd‑party services in support of and for the management and administration of the fund and other potential natural resource-related funds as needed and for technical assistance programs that ensure that economic development organizations, capital providers and community development financial institutions in any region of the State are able to fairly compete for disbursements from the fund to meet identified infrastructure investment needs and fulfill the objectives of the funding and technical assistance programs;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__834cc9e9_f672_4253_a76a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__47ed5616_a6a8_47a1_aa47_21b4][bookmark: _PAR__2_4c1d64a6_d53b_48a9_b6b0_3083df85][bookmark: _LINE__9_91f37a0b_e089_4669_9f0d_dc4231c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f90dfd5_8fd1_4a8e_b05][bookmark: _LINE__10_dc15e315_b27f_4820_9d58_6dec8d]E.  Enter into performance contracts with one or more persons in order to provide investment and services to agricultural, food and forest products industries, including:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f97f7bd0_25c2_4ae9_a209_8ea][bookmark: _PAR__3_fb0bf162_8110_49c9_b682_3adb8dd5][bookmark: _LINE__11_9805b2ac_b7ae_4fc4_b050_0e692e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f93c72b8_1baf_4a1c_8bb7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f1cc5477_935a_4675_9c8](1)  Technical assistance and product research services;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7e569e1c_ab44_4bc6_838b_e78][bookmark: _PAR__4_a93f4011_c7be_4cb1_b280_6d3c75a1][bookmark: _LINE__12_106088db_78d0_4c2f_9e17_90a7a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5ae75998_04f4_40bf_84cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3d5a1ef8_92aa_4282_8ca][bookmark: _LINE__13_a632855a_ebec_4508_98b8_a69fc9](2)  Marketing assistance, market development and business and financial planning;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__96964550_a448_4455_89f1_29b][bookmark: _PAR__5_a968fda8_8e3c_4ba5_a28a_876694da][bookmark: _LINE__14_7ec3e151_d5f5_4a31_9f70_39517d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c87f03a6_0f31_4486_817a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c8a07bce_2e31_45e4_903][bookmark: _LINE__15_705d2ec4_2b72_4430_b7bf_e688f4][bookmark: _LINE__16_07695dd8_52dc_4f00_9644_d164d6](3)  Organizational, regulatory and development assistance, including feasibility studies of facilities or capital investments to optimize construction and other cost efficiencies; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__72b4148a_98df_43f0_a86f_702][bookmark: _PAR__6_6a38de73_d98a_4554_8264_69b1d7ca][bookmark: _LINE__17_3e69a5e7_78d1_4e8f_8a2d_b0dfc0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__150a8be0_7123_44f7_9cc8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2b84519b_64d7_4661_98c][bookmark: _LINE__18_cd5a1c69_6f83_482b_b2bf_90766b][bookmark: _LINE__19_c72820f5_41eb_4d07_bd84_73f39d](4)  Identification of workforce needs and programs in order to develop training and incentive opportunities for the agricultural, food and forest products industries after consulting with the Department of Labor; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__125861b3_bc7d_40d4_a8c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bc3592a4_9554_445e_9f83_599e][bookmark: _PAR__7_a9b90c2d_c27c_4d92_af3b_01cb2649][bookmark: _LINE__20_b4612bae_6a31_48df_8e82_7e724a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd6e52cd_1ea8_4eee_904][bookmark: _LINE__21_0f4124bf_5978_4c8e_a0c5_885025]F.  Oversee, analyze and evaluate programs, contractors and other recipients of funds disbursed by the board annually, including:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ed0ad863_191c_4c0c_a2a2_077][bookmark: _PAR__8_990edcec_6fde_436a_a2de_8236fe01][bookmark: _LINE__22_15ac1b0f_03bd_4ab7_9fe3_36e8e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__09db38c5_c450_4636_b4d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__53b762d1_dcdf_4add_a2d](1)  Analyzing fund and technical assistance program use;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a33d7305_c3ae_4132_8473_91e][bookmark: _PAR__9_5a61df63_439e_43f1_bbf2_c3c3136f][bookmark: _LINE__23_54dbe165_cb37_4b2c_9107_773641][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__69d09905_7c09_4912_a4c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__14e3f3b5_ecc2_4f58_bd3](2)  Recommending program changes and improvements; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d5015c47_8a49_4070_9709_2a8][bookmark: _PAR__10_98280c4f_a5eb_40b6_bbb4_c031a0c][bookmark: _LINE__24_149e5d76_ccbf_4fb4_8b4a_83ac3b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f09e5338_215b_447a_97f8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__be2b9430_7089_4913_ba8][bookmark: _LINE__25_c279340c_43fa_47af_b7c8_c627ca][bookmark: _LINE__26_446deed2_9ab0_4ae3_910b_640222][bookmark: _LINE__27_8f6da0af_d693_44d3_bd38_2f084c][bookmark: _LINE__28_963f6ac5_ed00_41f5_aa55_876347](3)  Preparing a comprehensive report, in collaboration with the Department of Economic and Community Development and other appropriate agencies and organizational partners, on the performance, use and sustainability of funds and supporting programs of the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund to submit to the commissioner.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5b58fd5f_f018][bookmark: _PAR__11_569f9c0d_8317_4a19_9ac5_4a4e887][bookmark: _LINE__29_18ffdb86_933b_4336_88f0_c61683][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__886259ae_84a7_4898][bookmark: _LINE__30_8b76fa07_b112_4703_843a_710379][bookmark: _LINE__31_cb24d163_4dfb_43d1_aa02_fa8f1e][bookmark: _LINE__32_693c6846_476d_4967_ad6b_aa8a81][bookmark: _LINE__33_e86760af_33d1_4c93_9218_c19f2f][bookmark: _LINE__34_532a5d58_3217_4c9f_8226_fdd47c][bookmark: _LINE__35_35a20b89_b136_420c_983f_155a40]Sec. 3.  State agriculture, food and forest products infrastructure funding assessment.  The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall undertake, either directly or with suitable 3rd parties, an assessment to identify specific opportunities for investment in agricultural, food and forest products industries to inform development and structuring of disbursements from the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 320-B and other potential natural resource industry-related funds.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4618ca2b_90f9_496e_bc73_a7c5c2a][bookmark: _LINE__36_1d356d09_1b3f_4803_b5ed_b92d6b][bookmark: _LINE__37_49eafb54_1642_4ded_bc98_1bdfc0][bookmark: _LINE__38_79ff6c32_27dd_4a31_81a9_44eee6][bookmark: _LINE__39_e420d45f_e09f_4403_95c4_a2a231][bookmark: _LINE__40_07aeebf2_d8bf_4791_9556_b1c6c5][bookmark: _LINE__41_5ba1edec_c881_4b99_b822_638c25]1.  Assessment.  The assessment must be designed and conducted in collaboration with the Department of Economic and Community Development and other relevant state agencies, community and economic development organizations, industry stakeholder groups, financial institutions and experts in related subjects.  The assessment must be in alignment with a state 10-year economic development strategy produced by the Department of Economic and Community Development. The assessment must:
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_ad626057_05e2_4e25_b218_5a10eb1][bookmark: _PAR__1_30c7ce38_77f0_456a_bbe2_8b95e04b][bookmark: _LINE__1_020baf4a_283f_4d7a_b2ee_2d0b610][bookmark: _LINE__2_d672fee7_0347_4067_a261_fb56656][bookmark: _LINE__3_682c6639_78b2_4f46_ae03_9ff513a]A.  Identify the highest priority areas for policy interventions, including legislation, capital investments, technical assistance and value chain coordination in agricultural, food and forest products industries;
[bookmark: _PAR__2_e4bee42f_1806_4da9_815f_2841a91f][bookmark: _LINE__4_1bdfa3c9_8bd5_4fa9_92d4_4c14baa][bookmark: _LINE__5_571339d9_3fd0_44b6_bcf2_ca833cb][bookmark: _LINE__6_21753a14_840c_4dfb_ab0a_b144cf0]B.  Recommend how State Government may collaborate with other entities to minimize duplication in efforts and programs and bridge gaps in technical assistance, services, education, research and development;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9de91950_1ca2_4c15_9a64_8da103ef][bookmark: _LINE__7_0c465ce6_796c_40b2_ae10_e06d12c][bookmark: _LINE__8_c0082637_f54f_42d2_9dc9_ece6172][bookmark: _LINE__9_15526a69_f8af_4808_9f86_21865d3]C.  Recommend initiatives that improve regulation, marketing, transportation or distribution systems that enhance market opportunities for state agricultural, food and forest products industries;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_486fafd3_136a_4213_9f8c_f22bb5d1][bookmark: _LINE__10_dea3bea3_19d5_40e5_aa6e_5d1f0d][bookmark: _LINE__11_a02c46ab_95ac_4f41_95cf_29b7c2]D.  Balance the State's desire for near-term returns on investment with the State's commitments to redress racial and other inequities;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_aa323f96_b698_4c30_9607_4f3bf5a8][bookmark: _LINE__12_8b096d7c_7e8d_45be_9d34_c534d7][bookmark: _LINE__13_54ae5b47_5b78_4414_85de_3d4250][bookmark: _LINE__14_3e6a2ece_56b9_48e4_a39b_441792][bookmark: _LINE__15_6fe52e6e_e411_4197_bcc1_c168ba]E.  Gather new information and leverage existing research, data and understanding related to current state grant and loan programs, gaps or market failures surrounding existing processing infrastructure, stakeholder perspectives and any other relevant informational resources;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ecc64dd9_a782_4173_bbcc_d5aba9af][bookmark: _LINE__16_7c15104d_410e_47e6_93e8_067312][bookmark: _LINE__17_23174ef3_e75f_4f8d_a02d_610a6c]F.  Determine key criteria relative to a state food system investment or fund, including eligibility, size, scale, type and other parameters as appropriate;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_eeca3892_d240_4a95_adaa_9fd8cbef][bookmark: _LINE__18_99759916_431b_48f4_a617_3122e2][bookmark: _LINE__19_b50bf046_05cf_42a1_a963_70e29e][bookmark: _LINE__20_c93cfb66_a243_4746_aea8_a1b414]G.  Determine key criteria relative to a business technical assistance program to support a state food system investment fund, including eligibility, size, scale, type and other parameters as appropriate; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f127e42d_59c0_49cd_a6d2_3c77993c][bookmark: _LINE__21_585f9bd8_9d5d_4335_9cf5_7d95ea][bookmark: _LINE__22_1f618f29_e836_403e_9fe8_99024b][bookmark: _LINE__23_bba2a577_2214_434d_8a79_59d876]H.  Determine how to best support additional investments in the agricultural, food and forest products industries, including recommendations for multiple funds and a variety of investment tools and mechanisms.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_764ba095_7ff7_4fe2_adf4_263724a9][bookmark: _LINE__24_0a3d19e7_ee8f_4eb2_8f89_9c9e9b][bookmark: _LINE__25_bdf5fe63_3e85_4e19_8118_1a1146][bookmark: _LINE__26_8e7c9137_70bd_4865_b0e1_6f13ed][bookmark: _LINE__27_6210367a_5b98_4a6b_920d_a4980a][bookmark: _LINE__28_0f9bdf76_c4a7_4886_93ff_d6f474]2.  Report.  No later than December 1, 2021, the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall submit a report relating to the assessment in subsection 1 with findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.  The committee may submit legislation based upon the report to the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__28a0f7d6_0887_4286_9645_99943e][bookmark: _PAR__10_f707d71b_87f8_40ef_8486_7329fb8][bookmark: _LINE__29_fd46ca00_b2f5_4ffc_a40d_68fda9]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_a41557c2_f429_4039_ae33_278fd27][bookmark: _LINE__30_5d71a030_56c5_4796_a0d8_235875]This bill:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_3770dd82_a44d_4f09_a550_7003970][bookmark: _LINE__31_920f7c3f_8542_4fd2_abb8_cd9ea8][bookmark: _LINE__32_f914d6c5_5a88_4c46_bb47_279d51][bookmark: _LINE__33_6199a986_fb65_4394_9008_45b91a][bookmark: _LINE__34_0e0bb5af_75b0_4b72_ae2e_3fe57e]1.  Requires the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to work with the Department of Economic and Community Development and other relevant state agencies, industry stakeholders and community organizations to carry out the following duties:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_01a33d28_24fa_4a37_ac5e_1b085ad][bookmark: _LINE__35_8b0839ce_0637_4ffb_9b56_47d255][bookmark: _LINE__36_91f95e55_eb3a_49cc_adfa_661d08][bookmark: _LINE__37_57a2ec7a_1796_4435_83c6_45281c]A.  Strengthen the State's agricultural, food and forest products economy with a priority of making resulting efforts more inclusive of and increasing investments in historically marginalized, underrepresented and underserved communities; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_112dfddf_95bb_4d70_be26_e8a9b16][bookmark: _LINE__38_ab1e428e_8562_4c5b_bbe5_1fc203][bookmark: _LINE__39_0408f06b_f14d_4166_9b8e_9d94d3][bookmark: _LINE__40_8c735631_fcdb_41dd_bb06_7a31d6][bookmark: _LINE__41_9b425333_62d4_4d9c_923f_3289fe][bookmark: _LINE__42_0c09f81c_cd99_455c_8987_ca0500]B.  Improve investment in agricultural, food and forest products industries to increase access to new markets and opportunities for producers, processors, small businesses and consumers in the production, processing, packaging, distribution, marketing, sale and consumption of products in ways that balance the desire for short-term returns on investment with the State's commitment to redress racial and other inequities;
[bookmark: _PAGE__6_9bab3ab1_8a92_494e_82a9_e5e836c][bookmark: _PAR__1_7ad7104a_a84a_4669_98c8_806538b2][bookmark: _LINE__1_4de8dada_4315_4b73_9043_59ec3dd][bookmark: _LINE__2_9faca560_7bed_4981_8f1e_8ff2af5][bookmark: _LINE__3_260fb761_8cf1_4b41_aec2_b7c55d1]2.  Establishes the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund to facilitate strategic investments in the State's agricultural, food and forest products processing and manufacturing industries, including value-added products; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_17c720c3_735c_41a7_bad0_227ca285][bookmark: _LINE__4_54b205e8_233a_4913_9141_3541194][bookmark: _LINE__5_b971466d_0480_45e3_a851_bd3148e][bookmark: _LINE__6_274e018a_fcad_4b24_acf2_c207acf][bookmark: _LINE__7_d7825584_4462_4dc0_8861_52f3429][bookmark: _LINE__8_08371d27_0798_49a6_ac2c_6609d40][bookmark: _LINE__9_741d1272_7086_4b68_bb82_9ea7f7c][bookmark: _LINE__10_c06de8ae_d5d4_4cdd_8992_0a9615][bookmark: _LINE__11_06907d07_adab_4668_adb6_23ea4e][bookmark: _LINE__12_434364ab_f53b_4e04_b5c0_4a0ca6]3.  Establishes the Maine Agriculture, Food System and Forest Products Infrastructure Investment Advisory Board, representing a diversity of skills and experience relevant to investment in agricultural, food and forest products industries and the racial diversity of the food system in the State with specific representation by Indian tribes, communities of color and other underserved communities and populations, to determine disbursements from and oversee the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund, to devise a process for requests for proposals and enter into 3rd-party contracts to carry out the purposes of the fund and related technical assistance programs and to provide regular reporting and evaluation related to performance and sustainability.
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