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[bookmark: _PAR__10_1161981b_6ff0_4411_b9f1_5bf18a7][bookmark: _LINE__36_20a70f9f_50f9_4c33_bc2d_f22e7c][bookmark: _LINE__37_fc1c6996_aca9_4191_a99c_09121f][bookmark: _LINE__38_8d079232_68ad_4ac6_aab3_9be12a][bookmark: _LINE__39_356b5e46_d645_4a8d_912f_6d76c0][bookmark: _LINE__40_e9638ee1_57e5_4bd3_959f_c6dd7a][bookmark: _LINE__41_214566fd_fde3_4a9a_9ea6_18e079][bookmark: _LINE__42_2c419530_deb4_4213_9757_fcba76]This bill amends provisions of law governing aquaculture leases. The bill changes the process for renewing a standard aquaculture lease, including the language that designates the renewal of a lease as an adjudicatory proceeding under the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, by replacing the existing process with language that requires the Commissioner of Marine Resources to renew the lease as soon as possible upon receipt of a complete application. A standard aquaculture lease refers to a lease granted under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 6072.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_2ae8a4d7_0aba_436c_b5b7_c6cf5bd][bookmark: _PAR__1_8f620b4a_395b_440a_9325_cfa54c7e][bookmark: _LINE__1_384b8a50_4000_432a_9887_1fcb68b][bookmark: _LINE__2_f132eae8_ba0e_41c1_8799_0d41b78][bookmark: _LINE__3_b07c2ba5_9e3d_4f2a_a045_fcb9d71][bookmark: _LINE__4_744bb0a7_ea55_41a4_aab5_5a9dcc5][bookmark: _LINE__5_c32f3a76_48db_470a_b10e_5b4a002]The bill also replaces the existing process to convert a limited-purpose lease for commercial aquaculture research and development to a standard aquaculture lease for the same lease area and same operations authorized by the limited-purpose lease. The bill requires the commissioner to approve the conversion as soon as possible upon receipt of a complete application that meets those requirements. 
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