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An Act to Update the Alternative Base Year Payment Method for Federally Qualified Health Centers
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_89aed8e9_4ee9_495d_9f9e_4bbb5f95][bookmark: _LINE__3_1c43f21f_a248_489c_bc91_c93d495][bookmark: _LINE__4_36a3fb4e_4c39_4e01_9dbc_250bffb][bookmark: _LINE__5_c1e6ae2d_7395_47e7_8778_8830be0][bookmark: _LINE__6_22b8b4a4_7d9f_4799_9b55_f5444e0]Whereas, Public Law 2021, chapter 747 provides that an alternative payment method may be used for MaineCare reimbursement of services delivered by federally qualified health centers, which is based on 2018 and 2019 costs of providing services, instead of the federal system, which is based on 1999 and 2000 costs; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e7acd096_ede9_4f41_9c08_93ad156f][bookmark: _LINE__7_17452b03_f38a_46c0_8480_c5e69ed][bookmark: _LINE__8_c3995fad_4209_46c9_a7d5_7dbcc67][bookmark: _LINE__9_12394391_c600_4082_a456_a722a99]Whereas, the rebased alternative payment rates described above will not continue to fairly reflect the costs of services paid for under this method unless the base year for the rates is updated regularly; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__a1ae6c26_05a7_4bd4_8bf5][bookmark: _PAR__4_e44cdae5_5242_4919_b22c_3bff6763][bookmark: _LINE__10_c53ef823_6901_49f3_83e2_4eea61][bookmark: _LINE__11_c373e06e_66ef_49ca_a9f6_fce503][bookmark: _LINE__12_11c86739_7ec7_43c6_aef4_647c64]Whereas, federally qualified health centers in the State have identified potential inadequacies in the extent to which rebased rates will fully recognize increased costs associated with workforce shortages and prevailing wage rates; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__c1f246b3_8757_4197_ba03][bookmark: _PAR__5_b6c7c8a2_7d60_4c3b_beaa_3cb7e913][bookmark: _LINE__13_4094d783_c459_48f8_8aa3_2c0188][bookmark: _LINE__14_59e46358_d618_46dc_9712_679c95][bookmark: _LINE__15_80ebd550_dc01_41e3_9606_ed69e1][bookmark: _LINE__16_7738ae9a_fea7_4a6c_8d7d_c5e096]Whereas, the inadequacy of MaineCare reimbursement rates for services delivered by federally qualified health centers will not be fully addressed unless the Department of Health and Human Services is directed to address them and any contrary provisions of existing law are revised accordingly; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__8a8a4d44_a64b_4f14_8f8a][bookmark: _PAR__6_c7fd6414_af48_46ed_8bd5_04c78311][bookmark: _LINE__17_47449aab_5a65_4950_a85a_57e407][bookmark: _LINE__18_6c68e6e4_14c7_4528_98f9_a86e91][bookmark: _LINE__19_6489c553_42a3_45f6_8a1a_14ba46][bookmark: _LINE__20_4141116f_6d62_487c_a8b6_7b072a]Whereas, to preserve and improve the advanced primary care model pioneered by federally qualified health centers in Maine, MaineCare payments for those services must be increased in order to reflect the current costs of providing services, as a foundation for developing a valuebased payment model for federally qualified health centers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c65415df_0f65_45d9_a861_8b3a62d8][bookmark: _LINE__21_847ed075_4772_4669_8e8f_24a368][bookmark: _LINE__22_b6152f53_2fa7_43d0_8ae7_88a156][bookmark: _LINE__23_7e292247_1191_4ed1_870c_039961][bookmark: _LINE__24_49bf24fb_bb60_40be_b82c_0e1044]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_0c8e632a_d45d_49c8_9de9_f3458f63][bookmark: _LINE__13_d692beaa_e9cb_4d00_b595_be2c0c][bookmark: _LINE__14_86e5649f_583d_4f1a_9ba1_da532b][bookmark: _LINE__15_8eff1f41_0242_45cd_85b8_4cf98e][bookmark: _LINE__16_031e9791_4abf_4016_9771_c417b5][bookmark: _LINE__17_45371d76_9cd3_4a87_90f7_0ffc6c]1.  After implementing the alternative payment method for federally qualified health centers similar to the prospective payment system required by federal law but using an updated base year, the Department of Health and Human Services must further update the base year of that alternative system no later than June 30, 2026, and no less frequently than every 3 years thereafter; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_73055012_117c_4cea_895f_b9a60587][bookmark: _LINE__18_8d355908_2416_47ac_8f74_6d18ae][bookmark: _LINE__19_878ce4eb_c0ef_4702_be5a_3d6930]2.  The department may also adjust rates determined under the alternative payment method as needed to reflect prevailing wage rates and workforce shortages.
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