132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Clarify and Increase Access to HIV Prevention Medications
L.D. 
An Act to Clarify and Increase Access to HIV Prevention Medications
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__268ed013_741a_4753_946][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__61b5b171_689d_4729_9125_e5b29][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__f7119591_1ce8_4c1a_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_41362ae6_fe12_4636_bef3_382bb2f][bookmark: _PAR__1_41d17515_9656_4009_9f44_dec4f4b4][bookmark: _LINE__1_53c4443e_c4dd_408e_9664_0092a8d]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__97098917_cae3_44ad][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b9be99e6_ea2e_4b65_a1d5_4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__411ef62b_a487_4871_83][bookmark: _PAR__2_5d2e6f3b_ec58_499b_8acc_9e878ae4][bookmark: _LINE__2_9fc9e0a8_2fd1_47af_86b3_cd6925b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__26e1d429_ce05_40c4]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3197 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__a681284a_7118_4506_90d4_0c57][bookmark: _PAR__3_97a6c49b_a046_48e8_97b1_0a34c8b5][bookmark: _LINE__3_3778d60f_c292_464f_81b5_0e55353][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__879f6a18_781e_403b_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__410e9e9d_496a_4da0_ac5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b247c3bc_a34e_4ba8_a4]§3197.  Prescribing, dispensing and administering HIV prevention drugs
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ce242f14_967f_4b2b_b147][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__48ab77ce_8701_4d1f_a07c_df7][bookmark: _PAR__4_06cff462_f1bc_421b_9e3a_e02f69e5][bookmark: _LINE__4_01444068_6e53_4a65_af27_d66956f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b65082df_961e_411c_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0b5c3503_1b49_4049_90d][bookmark: _LINE__5_88fd55b9_e60c_4ea9_b2aa_6659618]1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8be0e556_8e56_4893_b9d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d8d4fe1d_8b92_47c2_aac0_c3d][bookmark: _PAR__7_9963406e_ef64_44c4_892e_f15db48b][bookmark: _LINE__9_06cdee6d_2b71_4e05_866f_fb6996c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4a5d062c_95e2_4474_92][bookmark: _LINE__10_00c74e47_3139_47e8_a359_ca8df7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8e1c987f_de45_4bdf_95b][bookmark: _LINE__11_85d743b1_ffe4_43d1_8027_66c728][bookmark: _LINE__12_4792350a_b080_4e09_ba2b_bca5be]2. Reimbursement for pharmacists prescribing, dispensing and administering HIV prevention drugs. No later than January 1, 2027, the department shall provide reimbursement under the MaineCare program to a pharmacist for prescribing, dispensing and administering HIV prevention drugs under Title 32, section 13786-E. The department:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb29f639_9e6b_4575_b141][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a7015770_8768_48f4_bbc6_cca1][bookmark: _PAR__8_977fa217_7803_4b97_a364_9505a0e0][bookmark: _LINE__13_5c813f68_077b_4f88_9848_2810c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7af079a8_3a7a_44d5_a2e][bookmark: _LINE__14_7e65416d_f693_4adb_9df0_2d2df3][bookmark: _LINE__15_16887ded_0cea_41d7_ad82_979454]A. Shall provide coverage for services provided by the pharmacist under this subsection at the same rate the department reimburses a physician for equivalent services;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__065071d5_da32_4222_9e84][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5f93597e_4b34_4749_a45d_66be][bookmark: _PAR__9_1be8b7f5_9570_44f8_9ad0_240ae1fb][bookmark: _LINE__16_c774a087_cd05_4d19_b89b_731c7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73dceefe_f2fd_4fdb_8d0][bookmark: _LINE__17_5f0d6955_f990_4484_9a61_ffbf0c][bookmark: _LINE__18_8d8ff195_be7a_4b62_9b46_88d3d8][bookmark: _LINE__19_0518a199_00d2_4aa1_abd5_8578d2]B. Shall authorize a pharmacist to bill the carrier and receive direct payment for a service under this subsection that the pharmacist provides to a MaineCare member and shall identify the pharmacist as the provider in the billing and the claims process for payment of the service; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0406bd91_fe43_4a41_b3f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b60d3fe6_2801_4b93_9be8_aec0][bookmark: _PAR__10_ee7e925e_dfaa_437a_9480_f762fc4][bookmark: _LINE__20_ccfb43ca_b130_435d_aa72_291f8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8e7f0823_fcef_46fd_810][bookmark: _LINE__21_4e8da6f8_4d11_4df6_9466_78dada][bookmark: _LINE__22_3e16ab8d_ff6a_46e1_9e39_c47b18][bookmark: _LINE__23_08f4c961_80d1_4db9_bfaa_fc923a]C. May not impose on a pharmacist a practice, education or collaboration requirement that is inconsistent with or more restrictive than a requirement of state law or an agency or board rule for the pharmacist to receive payment for a service provided under this subsection.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0f873dc4_f3d1_4274_8ecc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3f94b683_6184_4ed6_8e54_cfc3][bookmark: _PAR__13_d6ca1e02_acfe_4001_a000_32f07c5][bookmark: _LINE__29_dd41f24b_81e7_4dab_894a_34a94b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__01ed1562_63a3_4324_9fe][bookmark: _LINE__30_da0e31f9_3533_430e_9680_2c813e][bookmark: _LINE__31_65e88d91_4f95_4c62_b3e4_76f541][bookmark: _LINE__32_eef3e512_2147_4321_a0d0_407fdd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__858fa5c6_617c_4071_9f][bookmark: _LINE__33_54ae86fb_4f27_40f6_af02_511d9c]A.  If the federal Food and Drug Administration has approved one or more HIV prevention drugs that use the same method of administration, a carrier is not required to cover all approved drugs as long as the carrier covers at least one approved drug for each method of administration with no out-of-pocket cost.  Each long-acting injectable drug with a different duration constitutes a separate method of administration.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e51b6524_4d23_4f6d_92ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__eb8fe7fe_99c0_4929_ade5_ec4][bookmark: _PAR__15_5ca2a1cd_b3e5_4a48_83c8_32b2203][bookmark: _LINE__36_bb8803a1_ed2b_4475_b34a_364fd1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3aceabbb_149f_4710_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a49b868b_83ac_4489_9d3][bookmark: _LINE__37_2b7b623a_e7a4_41a9_9eed_773f1d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__42361a9f_c522_4435_a65][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__de815e3f_d74d_43ee_96c][bookmark: _LINE__38_c4f02db0_a6f4_4119_bb6b_1c159d][bookmark: _LINE__39_a2811d39_c6fb_4377_844c_f6e8d1][bookmark: _LINE__40_d7b5e9f7_5bc2_489e_abf0_018b34][bookmark: _LINE__41_9c819431_3380_4e02_9f3b_e46a5e][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__fdfca616_35fc_419b_9d47_44f][bookmark: _PAGE__2_4bd88857_778f_4423_b9f5_1ae8a6f][bookmark: _PAR__1_b9e4bca3_9c7b_4159_9ecb_beb9fa3b][bookmark: _LINE__1_3cc1b5d1_58a9_48a0_843a_10a8c0e][bookmark: _LINE__2_8c07ddfc_0630_491f_92b3_59889d1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2dd9c548_ea74_4aa5_b0][bookmark: _LINE__3_4988cab7_cbf8_41da_83d3_48e33db][bookmark: _LINE__4_16cee57b_63e1_4b21_b621_794518f][bookmark: _LINE__5_cd5863b4_84a0_404b_a81d_3d47d76][bookmark: _LINE__6_40d40858_58f2_4935_8a45_a57dbbc]3.  Limits on prior authorization and step therapy requirements.  Notwithstanding any requirements in section 4304 or 4320‑N to the contrary, a carrier may not subject any HIV prevention drug to any prior authorization or step therapy requirement except as provided in this subsection.  If the federal Food and Drug Administration has approved one or more methods of administering HIV prevention drugs, a carrier is not required to cover all of the approved drugs without prior authorization or step therapy requirements as long as the carrier covers at least one approved drug for each method of administration without prior authorization or step therapy requirements. Each long-acting injectable drug with a different duration constitutes a separate method of administration. If prior authorization or step therapy requirements are met for a particular enrollee with regard to a particular HIV prevention drug, the carrier is required to cover that drug with no out-of-pocket cost to the enrollee.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ce99daed_d92b_45e5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__536e4cbe_476c_469f_9cbb_9][bookmark: _PAR__4_a4661ecc_4a02_48be_852a_c28d1aef][bookmark: _LINE__10_a3881674_9fa5_4354_936c_e42beb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b35f4c4a_fb14_449b][bookmark: _LINE__11_e7e0851b_fdca_4475_bd4d_cca5e3]Sec. 5.  32 MRSA §13786-E, sub-§2, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 265, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ab64f698_768c_4dba_a146][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__931aa323_0bd8_47d0_b516_a2f0][bookmark: _PAR__5_317935a3_0755_472c_934b_fddf7f1e][bookmark: _LINE__12_0bf3b2be_b69c_40fd_b285_efc125][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a0ca0235_0143_435d_919][bookmark: _LINE__13_43de52f4_f3cc_4e90_81d8_701dbf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d74ca398_89cc_4e7d_b3][bookmark: _LINE__14_e2892e8c_5bb4_42b5_bbdb_e534d5][bookmark: _LINE__15_322ca2a0_04d6_431e_8154_8ec231]B.  A pharmacist shall dispense or administer a preexposure prophylaxis drug in at least a 30-day supply, and up to a 60-day supply of an oral medication, or in one administration of an injectable medication of any duration, as long as all of the following conditions are met:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__4d5a8ea5_0b94_4c62_b28d_412][bookmark: _PAR__6_44577c24_103c_4d8e_8d62_4fd19e10][bookmark: _LINE__16_c14ac119_c686_4709_a0bd_df5b90][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9863b32d_1748_49c4_a165][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4874135b_e3e2_4f2e_ac8][bookmark: _LINE__17_2b8f2018_e710_4568_988c_3c7f53][bookmark: _LINE__18_c0939849_bbcd_4f69_921f_3743d1][bookmark: _LINE__19_f5c92309_b8ff_4b93_a00a_5061d5][bookmark: _LINE__20_537816c4_4892_4405_afcb_6ea815][bookmark: _LINE__21_3dcdd124_fa19_4f38_88aa_7898bc][bookmark: _LINE__22_af5e494d_c584_405c_909f_b33ec6][bookmark: _LINE__23_c43d9824_2a93_49ad_83a9_431906][bookmark: _LINE__24_db66df02_df79_45ba_b1cf_3be20c](1)  The patient tests negative for HIV infection, as documented by a negative HIV test result obtained within the previous 7 days.  If the patient does not provide evidence of a negative HIV test result in accordance with this subparagraph, the pharmacist shall order an HIV test.  If the test results are not transmitted directly to the pharmacist, the pharmacist shall verify the test results to the pharmacist's satisfaction.  If the patient tests positive for HIV infection, the pharmacist or person administering the test shall direct the patient to a primary care provider and provide a list of primary care providers and clinics within a reasonable travel distance of the patient's residence;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__fd480ffa_c993_4cde_836a_3d9][bookmark: _PAR__7_63e2e87f_4fe0_4d1a_9c22_aa0159f3][bookmark: _LINE__25_92d8e7e0_1b92_46df_b615_50d2c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cc79800d_41ac_425d_9261][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__96effb68_e007_4977_ad5][bookmark: _LINE__26_7a5904f4_719b_4d31_9957_cd3232](2)  The patient does not report any signs or symptoms of acute HIV infection on a self-reporting checklist of acute HIV infection signs and symptoms;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f9cf7fb2_71d1_413b_a917_73a][bookmark: _PAR__8_b3b00aa2_1cf0_4ccc_9d70_ae024056][bookmark: _LINE__27_0c69235e_7c4e_411e_ac69_f36026][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e680575a_7468_428a_a050][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fa992b20_3840_4b10_be1](3)  The patient does not report taking any contraindicated medications;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__12d89b8f_2767_452c_b5b6_2c0][bookmark: _PAR__9_01be8734_1f0e_404d_b282_36f6912c][bookmark: _LINE__28_0f2a89f8_2786_4fa6_b16c_12d7c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e7d5e594_85e8_4684_a0a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a63f80e4_d202_4008_8f7][bookmark: _LINE__29_a09015a0_4fb1_45ba_b7db_1efd7b][bookmark: _LINE__30_e15bdcb5_0248_4df2_a6c7_a1520e][bookmark: _LINE__31_e025786f_5822_4818_8c90_4b7a3a][bookmark: _LINE__32_6650c397_a3cd_446d_ad62_31f127][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6908dac8_5728_4e1b_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fa86fc3c_a3c9_4f5d_80][bookmark: _LINE__33_0047c7d8_ebbd_44c7_a608_6bd7d2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b74838f3_ad08_4866_87][bookmark: _LINE__34_8904317e_1a5f_4729_bb0d_3c31c9][bookmark: _LINE__35_6bfb0ad9_9eb0_46e0_a4c3_c01048](4)  The pharmacist provides counseling to the patient, consistent with CDC guidelines, on the ongoing use of a preexposure prophylaxis drug.  The pharmacist shall notify the patient that the patient must be seen by a primary care provider to receive subsequent prescriptions for a preexposure prophylaxis drug and that a pharmacist may not dispense or administer more than a 60-day supply of a an oral preexposure prophylaxis drug or one administration of an injectable preexposure prophylaxis drug of any duration to a single patient once every 2 years without a prescription;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e47bde08_5671_4309_baf7_cb1][bookmark: _PAR__10_44b82d21_7a1e_4f94_8e3e_522afd8][bookmark: _LINE__36_65271e41_0bad_47e2_9363_1c6b6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b948de4b_84e6_4305_bd29][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4fb1dc6e_49d3_47e0_885][bookmark: _LINE__37_dd683f35_08e6_4d25_816c_fb39d5][bookmark: _LINE__38_9a8d8884_99a7_4243_82d1_a9ef86][bookmark: _LINE__39_1374b405_37eb_45c7_9781_3e166a](5)  The pharmacist documents, to the extent possible, the services provided by the pharmacist in the patient's record in the patient profile record system maintained by the pharmacy.  The pharmacist shall maintain records of preexposure prophylaxis drugs dispensed or administered to each patient;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b3752405_b6db_4641_a3e6_aea][bookmark: _PAR__11_26202b87_865e_425a_a77f_7e15a99][bookmark: _LINE__40_f1a50849_b97f_45de_8ef8_6561f5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9536ddf1_66d0_4c2b_8bed][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f7850dbd_e7a2_41b4_b05][bookmark: _LINE__41_84651213_09e8_4b06_b90d_7c9d26][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__38de1627_5322_4373_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__687e0841_6a01_49bb_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__62ae74e5_c515_4df7_92][bookmark: _LINE__42_06aff707_cc34_436c_bf14_6a8574][bookmark: _LINE__43_a8c8781e_b4e7_43cd_94c1_ed7569](6)  The pharmacist does not dispense or administer more than a 60-day supply of a an oral preexposure prophylaxis drug or one administration of an injectable preexposure prophylaxis drug of any duration to a single patient once every 2 years, unless otherwise directed by a practitioner; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__159f11a8_6cb4_4a7e_b479_8c4][bookmark: _PAGE__3_54a62382_71ba_45f4_aeb2_5a3167d][bookmark: _PAR__1_1b0f7ea6_97c8_4a22_b0a9_d8d5a90e][bookmark: _LINE__1_3e29df1e_3868_4a21_b535_1fae59a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ecca9447_74f8_49a4_96a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d2345148_4239_490d_8d9][bookmark: _LINE__2_bc3531f8_d9ff_488e_998c_3bdba84][bookmark: _LINE__3_e363e273_00ff_4dd7_87c1_af47a85][bookmark: _LINE__4_860ca995_4e0b_47b5_88ee_74dbf2b][bookmark: _LINE__5_68e90398_4e13_4a13_955e_03e0576](7)  The pharmacist notifies the patient's primary care provider that the pharmacist completed the requirements specified in this paragraph.  If the patient does not have a primary care provider, or refuses consent to notify the patient's primary care provider, the pharmacist shall provide the patient a list of physicians, clinics or other health care providers to contact regarding follow-up care.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2db2c199_0b1e_45d6_b079][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__acf54697_08da_4812_8a2d_eeab][bookmark: _PAR__4_3233b98d_b9fb_4bdf_9a50_4337c8c3][bookmark: _LINE__9_17a24cbe_b5cc_4c4c_a009_5191280][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6982d6e9_5aa2_4150_a9c][bookmark: _LINE__10_dea6a288_7e71_4125_a638_d0783b]A. Shall provide coverage for services provided by a pharmacist pursuant to this section at the same rate that the carrier reimburses a physician for equivalent services;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3b0dbbe8_d903_4eda_8050][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0d74625e_408f_4ad7_9b1a_8ad0][bookmark: _PAR__5_d1398302_a490_426c_8df6_4a3b36db][bookmark: _LINE__11_6fad4a39_20f1_49c8_8359_d6849a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4e918dbd_f908_4e79_8f4][bookmark: _LINE__12_10020733_b7e4_4797_bb22_628c6a][bookmark: _LINE__13_c1880fac_7c4d_420d_982c_dc90c5][bookmark: _LINE__14_ff789628_2adb_4350_a1b9_42c75c]B. Shall authorize a pharmacist to bill the carrier and receive direct payment for a service that the pharmacist provides to an enrollee pursuant to this section and shall identify the pharmacist as provider in the billing and claims process for payment for the service; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__52bf6bee_fe5c_410e_a4ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a283b2fc_cc61_48af_a5ce_b6cc][bookmark: _PAR__6_0de90b37_b87e_40af_b9ac_9e48bb9d][bookmark: _LINE__15_1c68c3bd_84cb_44e7_b6be_c1635c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bba58369_0c7c_4c98_844][bookmark: _LINE__16_eb30db3d_25ef_4c39_8366_9bbcd8][bookmark: _LINE__17_0d7596db_61ee_4e13_9fda_1e5038][bookmark: _LINE__18_3e0591a5_33b2_49dc_8680_df527a]C. May not impose on a pharmacist, in order for the pharmacist to receive payment for a service provided pursuant to this section, a practice, education or collaboration requirement that is inconsistent with or more restrictive than a requirement of state law or agency or board rules.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0b180fd4_5597][bookmark: _PAR__7_9b9d1647_8ed1_46e5_996e_bd4e019d][bookmark: _LINE__19_a85f8c8c_05a5_456d_92ab_3371fd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__39789a6a_7970_484d][bookmark: _LINE__20_7461c8d6_6864_431b_8b89_06753a][bookmark: _LINE__21_a6309f3d_7f77_4343_8556_bcddb1]Sec. 7.  Exemption from review.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 24-A, section 2752, this Act is enacted without review and evaluation by the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__26c65102_f567][bookmark: _PAR__8_1b08620d_fefb_4188_9c76_96bf02dc][bookmark: _LINE__22_d0d7c1aa_dabe_4bdf_b911_8a0078][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__28603eed_4216_4cf0][bookmark: _LINE__23_5efea5f3_0545_4d7e_b94a_47fba8][bookmark: _LINE__24_087057eb_5d2c_4e0f_8529_edb9ae][bookmark: _LINE__25_d0600583_8393_4f0f_a780_c1835b][bookmark: _LINE__26_1183ccf4_a66c_44bd_9148_0c23d5]Sec. 8.  Department of Health and Human Services to apply for waiver under Medicaid program.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall apply to the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for any amendment to the state Medicaid plan or for any waiver under the state Medicaid program necessary to implement this Act by January 1, 2027.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__750a7bf8_71be_4d5d_9b99_04796b][bookmark: _PAR__9_07690029_93b2_4c3f_af73_1f32ac31][bookmark: _LINE__27_dc77e65d_1037_44a9_adb1_3996cc]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_010a9fe8_66f5_4b35_860d_2eb94fa][bookmark: _LINE__28_fbcaeebc_81fc_4d6b_a010_f6a344][bookmark: _LINE__29_151ceb93_9def_4ec3_8778_25648c][bookmark: _LINE__30_20600f4b_6787_46ef_9302_ebb414][bookmark: _LINE__31_e2e8a02d_f037_424b_abc0_c7cabb][bookmark: _LINE__32_32fa5a3c_8e54_43aa_a2fd_b92557][bookmark: _LINE__33_cc727733_ebc3_494c_aee2_357e62][bookmark: _LINE__34_44e1c1f1_df8d_438f_8401_c5df59][bookmark: _LINE__35_215f9909_46aa_4b16_9e11_d6e51a][bookmark: _LINE__36_7b12aae2_aaf1_42f0_a3c4_5d7768]This bill clarifies, with respect to insurance coverage for HIV prevention medication, that each long-acting injectable drug with a different duration constitutes a separate method of administration. The bill clarifies that pharmacists are allowed to dispense HIV preventive oral medication under current law, allows pharmacists to dispense injectable medication of any duration in certain circumstances and requires insurance carriers to treat pharmacists dispensing HIV drugs in a manner equivalent to how the insurance carriers treat physicians and allow pharmacists to bill the carriers and receive payment directly.  The bill also provides reimbursement under the MaineCare program to pharmacists for prescribing, dispensing and administering HIV prevention drugs.
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