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An Act To Enhance Use of Critical Incident Stress Management Teams for Firefighters
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_abc431f3_d9fb_4887_94de_05a248ea][bookmark: _LINE__13_4428ab2d_27cd_4b8f_8767_b68e78][bookmark: _LINE__14_09cdb02d_bcdd_41fd_88b8_3f5d2c][bookmark: _LINE__15_c3e4b015_4c0b_45c4_9d3e_2851c6][bookmark: _LINE__16_35bea23c_7a2e_44b5_894e_41e936][bookmark: _LINE__17_053f0d47_43d3_4b3b_a254_770718][bookmark: _LINE__18_89b2de54_445a_43c3_aaef_a6e22a][bookmark: _LINE__19_8eb138cb_8705_4fea_9bb8_e8ca92][bookmark: _LINE__20_85fe4c15_7030_4473_a68c_44649e][bookmark: _LINE__21_8e9503c1_bfb7_4d02_870f_cd280f][bookmark: _LINE__22_705606cd_845a_4597_b8f6_cb55ba][bookmark: _LINE__23_12efc4b4_5b07_40d1_a0c7_c06d11][bookmark: _LINE__24_ea3ead13_2a2c_4763_a191_f36c2b][bookmark: _LINE__25_8f4dad76_4a84_4ab3_83da_8a2694]This bill directs the Commissioner of Public Safety to provide critical incident stress management team services to all firefighters in the State by assisting fire departments in establishing critical incident stress management teams individually or in groups, providing critical incident stress management team services to a fire department that does not have a team, providing critical incident stress management training for at least one firefighter in every fire department and providing education, training and promotional programs and materials regarding critical incident stress management teams and services to fire departments.  This bill also requires fire departments to have at least one employee or firefighter who has received critical incident stress management training and provide education and access to ongoing behavioral health care related to post-traumatic stress experienced by a firefighter.  A fire department is also required, within department resources, to maintain a critical incident stress management team, which may include collaboration with another fire department.
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