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An Act To Establish the Maine Youth Impact Commission
L.D. 
An Act To Establish the Maine Youth Impact Commission
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3cfc4b78_0397_4aae_9a39][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__dee897c8_3494_4770_aae4_b02][bookmark: _PAR__4_32729933_078c_446b_b767_1c2118e5][bookmark: _LINE__4_29aba34f_3f8a_453a_a977_5a56783][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9f2d847c_3ffd_4684_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__08e2dae9_090b_4df7_b4b][bookmark: _LINE__5_2495f50c_cc47_41fc_b92a_881632a][bookmark: _LINE__6_a5117e3a_74cd_47c9_a702_7712506][bookmark: _LINE__7_634455df_82b1_46bb_bfc4_1390e38][bookmark: _LINE__8_e41707f4_1671_41f0_9504_3eb8c35][bookmark: _LINE__9_53db8106_053d_4d6f_a59b_de3fadc][bookmark: _LINE__10_19bb11b6_d283_4728_a71a_f91aef][bookmark: _LINE__11_ba1d012f_c105_471b_a334_f158ef][bookmark: _LINE__12_95fcdce4_4606_4450_bebf_b5ec3a][bookmark: _LINE__13_6ce04803_ae63_4729_9533_ecc7be][bookmark: _LINE__14_37325719_bb3a_4cff_92a4_ce3192]1.  Commission established.  The Maine Youth Impact Commission, as established in section 12004-J, subsection 19 and referred to in this section as "the commission," is made up entirely by young people to provide the representation of youth voices in all aspects of state policy making to ensure that young people throughout the State have a prosperous, sustainable and secure future in the State.  The commission shall promote, coordinate and implement programs designed to improve opportunities for young people in the State.  The mission of the commission is to make sure that critical data is collected and used to directly inform policy makers about the issues affecting young people in the State and to ensure that youth advocates and organizations have a direct and coordinated access point to policy makers and government.  For purposes of this section, "young people" means persons 15 years of age or older and under 31 years of age.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__676aa038_f23c_4443_9ddb_6fd2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7b0360a2_4c55_416f_9de][bookmark: _PAR__11_46d4e93f_2063_4bc9_aa4b_4787728][bookmark: _LINE__23_01c6fd16_324e_4242_8ac4_4e4723][bookmark: _LINE__24_f3fbc2fd_fb5c_462e_9ce4_2e15b4][bookmark: _LINE__25_670d3fc5_e102_49e2_8e91_0dad52][bookmark: _LINE__26_01a9f4e4_9e69_4f29_824e_b81cd7][bookmark: _LINE__27_8dc2dbef_9500_4a30_a8e2_ad457f][bookmark: _LINE__28_9372379a_1163_49f0_9b91_693483][bookmark: _LINE__29_c5150342_a021_449a_a507_29e610]Members of the commission must be residents of the State and members of the public must be young people chosen to be geographically, politically, racially and economically diverse.  Preference must be given to members of the public who have knowledge of problems facing young people of various racial and ethnic backgrounds in the State and who have experience in advocacy relating to the issues experienced by young people in the State.  All members of the commission may provide policy suggestions, guidance and supervision for issues and programs that improve opportunities for young people.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__191583c0_1500_4dcc_bdcf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__450724f4_ae05_4b8c_a162_c76][bookmark: _PAR__12_44377c0c_c9eb_4f83_b741_4812241][bookmark: _LINE__30_4c461a5a_57c6_4e3f_9d2f_d8a3f5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fdc200cf_80f4_4946_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3846f0f1_2446_4095_a68][bookmark: _LINE__31_a1ec077a_0fd4_4370_9d26_ce5729][bookmark: _LINE__32_51596a56_f214_449e_b41e_202910][bookmark: _LINE__33_786c30b5_ac0e_4ac1_8ebb_f0433d][bookmark: _LINE__34_0a72545e_81f9_4cca_94ab_026cfe][bookmark: _LINE__35_96d7c9ea_2887_4d6d_944c_8a7441][bookmark: _LINE__36_6189ceca_f555_4456_a259_47eb89][bookmark: _LINE__37_cd660485_77ce_40b0_a139_b4289d][bookmark: _LINE__38_7906d3a7_2b12_448b_b44b_b99860][bookmark: _LINE__39_462e0f26_9da8_4803_89d0_c6c157][bookmark: _LINE__40_624ffd08_0918_4251_bcd5_d3505c][bookmark: _LINE__41_212bd727_a7bd_48e4_8234_55641e][bookmark: _LINE__42_cad830ca_ec8a_4e7e_892e_149bbe][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__161cf54d_385d_4218_812b_790][bookmark: _PAGE__2_8de3d7f9_6b1d_4ee5_b489_319bf07][bookmark: _PAR__1_ed1fcdd9_e9ef_4d0b_a86b_19cf4850][bookmark: _LINE__1_51f36bfe_563d_4985_8ba2_f0dcaa3][bookmark: _LINE__2_829b0c4c_f43d_4f21_8e1e_ba75462]3.  Terms; quorum; meetings; termination.  Members serve for a term of 2 years.  The members shall select a chair from among the members of the commission.  At the end of a term an outgoing member serves until a successor has been appointed.  A member may serve multiple terms.  The commission shall convene for the first time within 30 days from the appointment of the last member and meet at least 8 times per year at the call of the chair to conduct business.  A quorum consists of at least 8 members.  The affirmative vote of a majority of the members present is necessary to decide any business brought before the commission.  A member's membership is terminated if the member is absent from 3 consecutive meetings without communicating good cause to the chair.  An appointing authority may terminate the membership of a member appointed by the authority for good cause, the reason for which must be communicated to the member whose membership was terminated.  A member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for which the member's predecessor was appointed serves for the remainder of that term and must be appointed by the same appointing authority.  Any vacancy on the commission does not affect the commission's powers.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2c48a74a_5eb7_4935_a4df][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dbfe0a04_6baf_4d4c_ad54_497a][bookmark: _PAR__6_7a518a08_6604_45f7_b991_2122e205][bookmark: _LINE__11_fa014cc4_bdeb_4f2f_beaa_05963b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a63beeb8_0dbc_44a9_ab9][bookmark: _LINE__12_9f87b0c1_8a7d_4f8a_98af_e06683]C.  Implementing professional development programs and career incentives that center around the needs of young people;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2d013541_ac24_4e72_a723][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ba519ff9_1ad7_4469_ae6f_e137][bookmark: _PAR__8_4a851a47_087c_4279_af75_8ef1f721][bookmark: _LINE__16_120a4345_f1be_44ce_938d_2c9389][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dd666174_5910_4247_81d][bookmark: _LINE__17_e8656506_6d4e_4f25_a4e8_d9d015][bookmark: _LINE__18_58363f96_6997_4aed_a0a4_b4fe3e]E.  Collecting data on the perspectives, concerns and ideas of young people that consider current policy issues being discussed within government and issues that have not been brought to the attention of policy makers;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6619ddad_d4e6_49d8_ba18][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__73b5f2b2_d347_44c3_8d62_9433][bookmark: _PAR__9_2750145f_5b5c_4197_b6f6_7b294004][bookmark: _LINE__19_1cc01b37_294d_4738_ba63_b6edf9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9188d415_fddc_430d_b86][bookmark: _LINE__20_feda50fa_617f_4c7d_bd50_bd40b5][bookmark: _LINE__21_c48f61f2_52c4_43e9_8a4a_723595]F.  Providing a space to centralize information from various government departments that young people are involved in to make information sharing between branches of government efficient;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__da80023f_a6ed_40d8_be06][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c4fcb0ca_c9b9_4d79_b180_b45b][bookmark: _PAR__10_9628007d_5a37_49f6_bc61_84cd062][bookmark: _LINE__22_dbca5303_f953_4105_9482_e68dd4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f3146bd6_0861_4293_9ed][bookmark: _LINE__23_afb24c3c_24b7_4d37_98a0_8de7ff]G.  Providing assistance and empowering young people throughout the State to engage in policy making;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__92b1e158_aa87_40bf_b10d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__749ca6e5_c978_4440_adae_c830][bookmark: _PAR__11_bed14fcf_a3bc_4b5f_8924_9d64e18][bookmark: _LINE__24_f523c017_a3d8_4037_87f1_d0f278][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6bd3621b_8d03_42c6_9f5][bookmark: _LINE__25_20968fb0_030f_4a4b_a1ac_9afeeb]H. Creating relationships with local schools statewide to bridge the gap between education and government;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ddf11484_7a5d_4781_88b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fa03420b_84c0_4cb9_bc31_9a71][bookmark: _PAR__12_7d766b08_06f2_40ff_8635_661672c][bookmark: _LINE__26_de9ee16d_6d67_46b0_8081_e83a21][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__43ec08a6_8de6_4a09_86f][bookmark: _LINE__27_945037ec_a8e3_4055_b899_e086a0]I.  Hiring staff under subsection 4 and overseeing the staff's activities in carrying out the duties of the commission;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__11f10d7e_3386_4cfe_be5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6e36da36_a0dc_46f2_8f2c_c8a2][bookmark: _PAR__14_4cf7b29b_a739_45de_ad2e_ae9989a][bookmark: _LINE__29_c5e2c7ad_e5db_4756_8920_7c6d4a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__47cd387a_de49_4361_bd3][bookmark: _LINE__30_af4bfd49_e6fa_4c1a_8b3c_2e4fd4][bookmark: _LINE__31_d9fd0569_a5a1_4673_a700_ae6aff]K. Organizing and promoting conferences, occupational trainings and networking opportunities for young people to exchange ideas, develop policies and draft legislation that benefit young people in the State;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d91b4055_1661_47df_b34f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6e287c26_f26d_40e5_b64e_c2dd][bookmark: _PAR__15_400183f1_2a34_4b25_b4cc_ba77209][bookmark: _LINE__32_8a2f6abc_e982_4071_80df_d71fc2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__03aa8a20_65bd_4b8f_967][bookmark: _LINE__33_d8a74c2f_064d_4a3c_97cb_2b9181]L.  Collecting, synthesizing and analyzing data and information for use in commission activities and to inform the public on issues regarding young people in the State;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__41df51d7_fe59_44cf_a592][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__de5bcb4c_d16e_4771_af93_a0bc][bookmark: _PAR__16_b7e58de6_1409_4c3f_9f07_c595877][bookmark: _LINE__34_2f9c880e_64cd_4c0e_81fb_b36880][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bf066a1d_ff15_4984_940][bookmark: _LINE__35_b3ed11fe_96be_4f61_84bc_6c51a3][bookmark: _LINE__36_790c10bc_a322_4256_ade4_b6c404][bookmark: _LINE__37_515249a1_6356_4e55_885d_baf37c]M.  Advocating for young people by making recommendations on proposed budgetary, legislative and policy actions to the Governor, Legislature and other officials of the State Government and Federal Government regarding state and federal policies, programs and other activities affecting or relating to young people in the State;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__590d024e_a859_41c7_a517][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__85683811_95e8_46db_9129_30d3][bookmark: _PAR__17_64d95e1d_80e0_4129_b607_28fafb4][bookmark: _LINE__38_1e7f268d_4f6d_479c_8435_1d5af2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__40f2edc6_0449_4df1_a23][bookmark: _LINE__39_cf304650_02af_4914_993d_1b8191][bookmark: _LINE__40_a8530d7d_9444_4203_9d2c_c2db95]N.  Conducting public hearings, conferences, workshops and other meetings to obtain information about and discuss and publicize the needs of and solutions to the problems of young people;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f9c76b5a_29a3_4390_9e6c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f651c799_7fbf_405f_814b_3f4b][bookmark: _PAGE__3_6334c434_7e5f_43f0_bcbb_028020e][bookmark: _PAR__1_0895bb85_26c1_47e8_80a3_85af2f77][bookmark: _LINE__1_9feb0d1f_1eba_47da_838d_51ce2f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c9b8f422_94e2_4e15_b10][bookmark: _LINE__2_e54a61a0_576b_464f_9a26_a5f4143]O.  Ensuring that young people from diverse backgrounds and identities in the State are provided with equal opportunities throughout the State; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__755acd5d_ec33_4505_974a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__375ea723_c02d_480e_9eae_5e4b][bookmark: _PAR__2_5336cfc7_941e_47f0_9f41_1b9c239b][bookmark: _LINE__3_f498a444_9537_4284_8d0e_a2e3203][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e86b8c18_4c34_4f26_948][bookmark: _LINE__4_8641ea21_291e_435d_ad68_76e08ca]P.  Administering and expending funds from the fund to carry out the purposes of this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a4cfa57b_2913_4b7c_9970_094e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ed1d61ad_53fa_4ba7_bf4][bookmark: _PAR__3_87509368_8d16_46ab_800c_913bbc0a][bookmark: _LINE__5_afa7b1e5_9aaa_46d1_ac1e_c04938c][bookmark: _LINE__6_b057c808_3c52_4f53_8113_3aa6b4d][bookmark: _LINE__7_59c28f7d_d140_4987_bcd9_2bd49d4][bookmark: _LINE__8_983eb520_97ac_4563_8a3d_5781ae3]In carrying out the powers and duties under this subsection, the commission shall support marginalized young people who are working to create meaningful change in the State and State Government and consider the social, political and economic status of young people to create improvement in all areas of their life experience in the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d4ed1761_2b93_4efd_820a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__813eac28_f8b1_42bf_8aeb_598][bookmark: _PAR__4_0bf4f70f_43d8_4ec3_b757_03d46eb8][bookmark: _LINE__9_67717be7_c50f_4d0b_8831_18cff11][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bea03310_f5f1_4e97_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__42688584_eaa6_4725_84b][bookmark: _LINE__10_1b8d6a49_34f4_4bb0_a442_7e5786][bookmark: _LINE__11_d16ba140_6ea5_4aef_8bc6_eacd81][bookmark: _LINE__12_b2d2b5f3_185d_4a07_96d7_433de4][bookmark: _LINE__13_666084e8_1801_4858_81a2_60ce78]6.  Report.  Beginning March 1, 2022, and biennially thereafter, the commission shall submit a report to the Governor and the Legislature concerning the work, activities, status of projects and programs, issues and policy recommendations of the commission, including the findings of and recommendations on the commission's research, and may include suggested legislation.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dab9c68e_7d3b_47d8_a863][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0be82bf4_8065_4dea_a439_d3b][bookmark: _PAR__5_c098667f_893c_472c_8d65_a4970ab5][bookmark: _LINE__14_8d6ecc9b_23de_4665_9a7f_cd5130][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__edac1b18_e2f0_4341_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2f442c0c_caf7_4fc2_bc9][bookmark: _LINE__15_03bf8a39_7207_45d4_85c6_df4355][bookmark: _LINE__16_65bec21d_8170_46ac_a12b_b64ecd][bookmark: _LINE__17_df3a8e91_b5c2_4dc4_b4b4_335fba][bookmark: _LINE__18_79471b6c_fc4c_4b0e_aa59_98413c][bookmark: _LINE__19_6705d741_b78c_4c51_b2ab_3e49a3][bookmark: _LINE__20_05dfee92_bda9_4c55_b425_71948c][bookmark: _LINE__21_3d1d3b67_14a9_41e7_9728_3acd7c][bookmark: _LINE__22_5f7f195b_f0aa_4b10_91a8_f68a17]7.  Maine Youth Impact Fund.  The Maine Youth Impact Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established as an interest-bearing account within the office and administered by the commission with oversight by the office.  Any private or public funds appropriated, allocated or dedicated to the fund must be deposited into the fund as well as income from any other source directed to the fund.  All interest earned by the fund becomes part of the fund.  Any balance remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year does not lapse but is carried forward into subsequent fiscal years.  Balances in the fund may be used for the necessary expenses of the commission and the office in the administration of the fund. The commission may use the fund to carry out the purposes of this section.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__786bff27_be69_4b4f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__86b79346_6706_4107_9622_0][bookmark: _PAR__6_49a51b65_b8fd_4bab_8464_c46fa885][bookmark: _LINE__23_dd68355e_5a0d_4374_84d1_8df069][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__86aa3c5a_c8a2_4c1f]Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §12004-J, sub-§19 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__388fa532_70de][bookmark: _PAR__9_cbe46c03_a5d9_4b56_b7f3_78e1f552][bookmark: _LINE__27_9d4e6e1d_ca8d_4c96_9de4_d95b03][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a4e0e93b_95e5_4a89][bookmark: _LINE__28_8772fb80_0533_4102_8dfe_d3a8ab][bookmark: _LINE__29_b38c4c85_4275_424f_9733_158c81][bookmark: _LINE__30_d2e4f548_4116_46b7_a495_353a1a][bookmark: _LINE__31_3fdc27c1_5c22_4754_9259_2a876c][bookmark: _LINE__32_cb39751e_7410_4929_a940_f9a1c5]Sec. 3.  Initial members.  Notwithstanding the provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 3109, subsection 3, of those public members initially appointed to the Maine Youth Impact Commission, one appointed by the Governor, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives must be appointed for one-year terms.  The term of office of each member must be designated at the time of appointment.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e5c9b37f_6ecf][bookmark: _PAR__10_a46068b0_1e6d_4c87_a7d3_eb1dda1][bookmark: _LINE__33_693c748b_8732_46b0_b009_0aca70][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f4d0f43a_dc4a_4b2b][bookmark: _LINE__34_b5017adc_a541_4f0b_9ab7_ad183e][bookmark: _LINE__35_7e0ee549_23c9_40dd_8e02_115c73][bookmark: _LINE__36_de2a9c55_f949_4486_9265_065e30][bookmark: _LINE__37_76d6f722_0943_4cbe_9b65_1f24e9][bookmark: _LINE__38_9a2892f2_d66a_4edc_b141_7ef8d3]Sec. 4.  Report.  The initial report of the Maine Youth Impact Commission submitted pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 3109, subsection 6, must include suggested legislation and be submitted to the Joint Standing Committee on Innovation, Development, Economic Advancement and Business. The Joint Standing Committee on Innovation, Development, Economic Advancement and Business may report out a bill based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_5f3f8b8c_1af7_4670_a28e_ee1e41c][bookmark: _LINE__40_1d45063a_66e5_4d84_bba0_24e82b][bookmark: _LINE__41_f927c527_84b3_44e9_8fec_eeb85d][bookmark: _LINE__42_61ece2b3_fdef_4615_8216_fa6c7a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__24132886_61d3_4743_a8e0_153][bookmark: _PAGE__4_308edb37_cf28_4605_a350_bfd1068][bookmark: _PAR__1_4bab652d_58c6_49c2_8644_e7fe997e][bookmark: _LINE__1_9cbab702_6619_4ca0_bbe5_479627e][bookmark: _LINE__2_858bd000_c43e_4b99_9cc9_c1c481c][bookmark: _LINE__3_c7a42b91_3a04_4a58_b183_9c1ef4c][bookmark: _LINE__4_039bbbce_2e80_49ef_9a66_94d36db][bookmark: _LINE__5_18d5fd58_40bd_42b7_bb13_371455b][bookmark: _LINE__6_a1307653_a474_4b03_8519_3302afd][bookmark: _LINE__7_d0d3d4e6_c269_42fc_ba6d_79c98cf]This bill creates the Maine Youth Impact Commission, an independent commission housed within the Office of Policy Innovation and the Future.  The commission, consisting of 15 members, including 2 Legislators, is made up entirely of young people 15 years of age or older and under 31 years of age to provide the representation of youth voices in all aspects of state policy making.  The commission is charged with promoting, coordinating and implementing programs designed to improve opportunities for young people in the State.  The mission of the commission is to make sure that critical data is collected and used to directly inform policy makers about the issues affecting young people in the State and to ensure that youth advocates and organizations have a direct and coordinated access point to policy makers and government.
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