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L.D. 
An Act Regarding Driver's Licenses for Individuals in Foster Care
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a78c6cc5_4dfd_4f50_ad54_d157][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__05d4b7be_f76e_4fcb_89c][bookmark: _PAR__4_ac39c98b_bd2f_4081_8522_f9af1297][bookmark: _LINE__4_91cfaa05_7fef_4a95_ad87_3b161d4][bookmark: _LINE__5_9a2369df_500c_4eb7_b8c3_d72ca96][bookmark: _LINE__6_15b966e7_0b07_45f1_aa8c_8bfb4d8][bookmark: _LINE__7_325f7e86_5452_4359_b95d_18b4ab2][bookmark: _LINE__8_79710c5b_55c9_4054_9de5_a8a903f][bookmark: _LINE__9_221bff6b_18ed_4786_b07a_1fd3057][bookmark: _LINE__10_178352d0_5e13_4601_9694_a17522][bookmark: _LINE__11_12d4e7cb_c98a_466b_85ea_55494f][bookmark: _LINE__12_5e747bf1_bc22_4daf_aa6b_140eca][bookmark: _LINE__13_e081887b_e05a_470d_aec0_6f5f18][bookmark: _LINE__14_6cf4c570_6466_49a4_866c_10412f][bookmark: _LINE__15_d38d955b_6109_4433_968a_a76212][bookmark: _LINE__16_3b5f594b_8071_41f7_b14e_e89d15][bookmark: _LINE__17_24bb6255_207a_4f53_aeb9_658b8b][bookmark: _LINE__18_1e5a5070_6763_458a_a42e_5798d2]The Office of Child and Family Services shall conduct an annual survey of how many persons 15 years of age or older and under 26 years of age who are in foster care or were formerly in foster care under this chapter are eligible to obtain a driver's license under Title 29-A, chapter 11, have obtained a driver's license, have completed a driver education course, have obtained a learner's permit or have obtained a state identification card. The survey must include questions designed to obtain information on the number of persons 15 years of age or older and under 26 years of age who are in foster care or were formerly in foster care under this chapter who have completed required hours of driving under a learner's permit, have access to a motor vehicle and have motor vehicle insurance. The Office of Child and Family Services shall submit a report annually by January 15th to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters. The report must include the findings from the annual survey and an evaluation of the budgetary requirements of funding associated with these findings and must provide an evaluation of the performance and outcomes of the programs established under section 4061, subsections 4 and 5.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3bb4d774_04c4_4525_8a0e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__16bd0a2e_f6d3_45c5_8c5f_29aa][bookmark: _PAR__6_cd8dd747_c25b_4828_acb4_e678635f][bookmark: _LINE__11_64540643_467a_459a_8036_014880][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__deb70e86_7f78_43b0_9ca][bookmark: _LINE__12_637ed07a_1fe7_4b61_8795_e93f74][bookmark: _LINE__13_db59101d_dcab_41c4_b6f0_a98065]A. Who has not attained 27 years of age and who, pursuant to Title 22, chapter 1071, is or has been placed in the care of someone other than the person's parents by the Department of Health and Human Services; or
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1e38089b_243a_4f7b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__092cfe31_7123_4981_8a1f_e][bookmark: _PAR__2_45bc50ec_05bb_4b88_a6a4_8af44cfc][bookmark: _LINE__3_2374b3fc_d1c6_4261_bd7b_6c322e4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6d71761c_b325_41ca]Sec. 7.  29-A MRSA §1302, sub-§3 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__89d2bc98_4709_498f_9d66][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0fc83bf7_2fe0_4a58_97ea_cf1][bookmark: _PAR__3_d4d87a07_2d61_44e7_af6a_d24ae20b][bookmark: _LINE__4_e05a93df_ec10_4403_bc4f_70d8705][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ba2e40e8_a770_4b3f_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__33842705_5409_4e34_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__618ae1f4_b772_4b30_863][bookmark: _LINE__5_68c6896c_bccd_4789_b1db_6d4be21][bookmark: _LINE__6_ee2c7fc6_7b25_4a53_bf14_b4ecb5a][bookmark: _LINE__7_db2f961c_2d46_429d_a40c_332f17c]3.  Liability.  A person who lawfully signs an application for a license of a minor under subsection 1, paragraph C, subparagraphs (1) to (3) is not liable by reason of having signed the application for damages caused by the negligence or willful misconduct of the minor while driving under the license.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5ef8309e_0ade_4d88][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7f35fee8_af13_40b4_8a3c_7][bookmark: _PAR__4_88101255_d4c9_4a47_9c3e_4acc6d48][bookmark: _LINE__8_fa415b99_c638_4501_854d_feb10d9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f006069a_5be1_41dd][bookmark: _LINE__9_0cfec30d_a858_4e34_84f8_79f33fe]Sec. 8.  29-A MRSA §1354, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 505, §15 and affected by §22, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4a08174f_978a_4135_8be7][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6a58ce46_e1ab_4e97_9552_fd6][bookmark: _PAR__5_deac89ed_4fcd_4e82_98d0_ab829f1d][bookmark: _LINE__10_6c0a99a8_8c73_4aed_8316_2d8024][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__779e786f_3391_4952_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4c1b8feb_3d2c_42ab_9e3][bookmark: _LINE__11_5f68d3e3_8afa_4cbc_a2a6_8c8e56][bookmark: _LINE__12_067c30f9_0661_4e2e_a30d_d0d5a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8c5c301b_2131_4f74_86][bookmark: _LINE__13_4fe7f21f_8796_4198_b9d8_9f6e00][bookmark: _LINE__14_2369beb9_9b34_4a70_98fd_32c2b0][bookmark: _LINE__15_6e5c937a_6c61_475d_a5fc_4ffd2b][bookmark: _LINE__16_82175056_5a2f_4d89_ac9b_f62a49]9.  Insurance for graduates.  Rating bureaus or independent insurers as recognized by the Superintendent of Insurance may grant an automobile insurance discount for driver education school graduates. Rating bureaus or independent insurers as recognized by the Superintendent of Insurance shall allow a minor who is a driver education school graduate to obtain vehicle liability insurance with rights, privileges and benefits equal to those of an individual policy holder who is 19 years of age or older if that minor is at least 15 years and 6 months of age and satisfies the requirements of section 1251, subsection 8.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d7390341_036a_4138_b8b1_8afc2b][bookmark: _PAR__6_96dd58a5_b087_4bcd_a01a_92c82400][bookmark: _LINE__17_d3fdde55_d0af_4291_b0bd_3c58be]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_b869d8ad_fa27_42a6_8473_f5121099][bookmark: _LINE__18_4729ddad_b5ef_4016_812f_97b8ae]This bill does the following: 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_181d3337_de56_44c4_aeb7_4e14988f][bookmark: _LINE__19_d5dd4e59_070e_418c_b9bc_4edab4][bookmark: _LINE__20_d2a11db2_b24c_4820_bbda_3a0f32][bookmark: _LINE__21_a3f14344_0128_4232_8039_517abb][bookmark: _LINE__22_4457dcb5_0fa3_48fe_9405_1f86f4][bookmark: _LINE__23_d6c8ec62_ea04_4f2e_b3b7_e8174e][bookmark: _LINE__24_be4b97f5_95af_42c5_b8a1_60599d][bookmark: _LINE__25_fd4fe8b6_7b3c_4da7_b68e_a92d83][bookmark: _LINE__26_0a0ac398_23ed_4208_aa85_42f7b6][bookmark: _LINE__27_c0f56cd7_621d_4686_86f2_b8ba80][bookmark: _LINE__28_d9af8ef1_f746_48a9_9596_bd8cd7][bookmark: _LINE__29_1172a095_e181_4cb6_8db8_408b9d][bookmark: _LINE__30_23643c00_ff1f_4374_8fb6_108c50][bookmark: _LINE__31_9da0e69b_36b2_4eda_ab2a_989419]1. It requires the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child and Family Services to conduct an annual survey on how many persons 15 years of age or older and under 26 years of age who are in foster care or were formerly in foster care are eligible to obtain a driver's license, have obtained a driver's license, have completed a driver education course, have obtained a learner's permit or have obtained a state identification card. The survey must include how many persons 15 years of age or older and under 26 years of age who are in foster care or were formerly in foster care have completed required hours of driving under a learner's permit, have access to a motor vehicle and have motor vehicle insurance. The office is required to submit a report annually by January 15th to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters. The report must include the findings from the annual survey and an evaluation of the budgetary requirements of funding associated with these findings and provide an evaluation of the performance and outcomes of the programs; 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a4f91c16_4657_47f1_8bc4_9310011c][bookmark: _LINE__32_aa668f55_6f1f_40eb_8518_c07346][bookmark: _LINE__33_1729c7d9_4eb9_4db3_a8dd_0e638c][bookmark: _LINE__34_47d73961_6743_4b18_9067_7b33de][bookmark: _LINE__35_d7569244_3a8f_4e82_b84b_c04e68][bookmark: _LINE__36_ab75b7a1_0fc1_4d5d_afc3_1d66e2]2. It requires the office to establish a program to pay for the fees and costs incurred by a minor placed in the care of someone other than the minor's biological parents or a minor who is living independently of the minor's biological parents related to obtaining a license and motor vehicle insurance and additional costs related to obtaining a driver's license. The department may adopt rules to implement the provisions;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5278acdb_a94b_45b8_b14c_5acf04e][bookmark: _LINE__37_dc69fd79_c5e9_4af8_a331_98146e][bookmark: _LINE__38_6a52c010_5faf_4715_b426_bc5a51][bookmark: _LINE__39_ef32dc45_647e_4bb2_869c_2f78db][bookmark: _LINE__40_8c82cba5_bfc7_4838_9dad_336c78][bookmark: _LINE__41_f29dddac_8e37_44ab_9fc7_8cfd76][bookmark: _LINE__42_e3731204_bca3_44e4_ad8d_db5e45][bookmark: _LINE__43_4af6b629_5027_471f_9626_132ef3]3. It directs the department to establish a program to ensure that any minor placed in the care of someone other than the minor's biological parents or a minor who is 15 years of age or older who is living independently of the minor's biological parents is provided the opportunity to obtain assistance in obtaining a driver's license or learner's permit or enrolling in a driver education course; skills training for safe driving; required hours of driving under a learner's permit; and information on how to obtain motor vehicle insurance. The department may adopt rules related to the program;
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_12f8bf57_d22b_4bd6_bf83_0af5d0f][bookmark: _PAR__1_5e2eaaef_3414_485a_b0e3_4304db1c][bookmark: _LINE__1_d2a7d3e9_dfb9_4925_bb30_91079ca][bookmark: _LINE__2_95d6be63_d717_43dd_80e6_6e1e785][bookmark: _LINE__3_7c3845a0_0db8_459a_87f9_06ba2b3][bookmark: _LINE__4_0aa61145_3e6b_4507_909d_5e4bfcb]4. It provides that a licensed dealer is required to allow a minor who is at least 15 years and 6 months of age who had been placed in the care of someone other than the minor's biological parents or a minor who is living independently of the minor's biological parents who has a valid driver's license to contract for the purchase of a motor vehicle;
[bookmark: _PAR__2_dac29efc_10e8_4716_a530_39a2b0e5][bookmark: _LINE__5_5da029ef_37ca_4904_8e4d_ef59ea2][bookmark: _LINE__6_b4ffc75c_ad73_4515_9762_cd2207e][bookmark: _LINE__7_d0a9bebd_68d2_4d8d_a145_8011f6d][bookmark: _LINE__8_04e7efe1_582f_42a9_8c17_9daab35]5. It directs the Secretary of State to waive all fees assessed by the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles related to obtaining a license for a person who has not attained 27 years of age and who is or has been placed in the care of someone other than the person's parents by the department; 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_eecfd739_20d2_4e42_a576_f7033ad7][bookmark: _LINE__9_1e93a9a0_64d3_41ce_b906_fbc55e8][bookmark: _LINE__10_c77c4580_959c_47e5_a160_cc463d][bookmark: _LINE__11_2de4c40a_cf1e_46d3_98e5_e1dabc]6. It allows a minor who has no parent, guardian or spouse to have the minor's driver's license application signed by a lay caregiver of the minor who is 22 years of age or older, an employee designated by the office or the minor applicant if approved by the office; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_eaf6cb5e_5ec0_4afb_bb5b_58acd21d][bookmark: _LINE__12_67a0c371_ced3_4795_89b5_de84bb][bookmark: _LINE__13_8157b652_6729_4a12_bee0_663729]7. It limits the liability of a person who lawfully signs an application for a minor who has no parent or guardian or spouse who has attained 18 years of age; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8ede352e_d495_4a22_bbbb_d58fa6ff][bookmark: _LINE__14_6798d14d_927c_4232_ab1f_28f306][bookmark: _LINE__15_693772ca_fd67_4894_9d92_9487f4][bookmark: _LINE__16_3eaff070_74e2_487d_81fe_94611f][bookmark: _LINE__17_05a763d6_71a3_4137_88fe_1d9aa6]8. It requires rating bureaus or independent insurers as recognized by the Superintendent of Insurance to allow certain minors who are driver education school graduates to obtain vehicle liability insurance with rights, privileges and benefits equal to those of an individual policy holder who is 19 years of age or older.
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