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[bookmark: _PAR__13_92e89982_e549_40f3_a8d1_ca35315][bookmark: _LINE__24_bd782d11_0ad6_454c_90c2_765da3][bookmark: _LINE__25_f4182a5e_ed88_49eb_8f62_e12fac][bookmark: _LINE__26_09aa3800_b94b_4ae4_a99b_18ff0f][bookmark: _LINE__27_69aef409_621b_4ea0_ba59_260987][bookmark: _LINE__28_9dbb9121_09ff_4451_89b5_f77abd][bookmark: _LINE__29_f7ac90e4_8331_4baf_8cde_4e5b44][bookmark: _LINE__30_13866b1b_dc40_4192_80d4_21d3dd][bookmark: _LINE__31_3ac99471_6000_4b06_869a_e7a4d8]This bill amends the Maine Criminal Code by providing that a person who poses as a minor is deemed a minor for the purposes of a sex crime that has as an element or aggravating factor of the crime that the victim or person other than the actor is a minor. This bill also adds as conduct punishable under the crime of patronizing prostitution of a minor that the person committing the crime believes that the person whose prostitution is sought is a minor, and the bill makes the new crime a Class C crime and changes the existing crime of patronizing prostitution of a person who has not in fact attained 18 years of age from a Class D crime to a Class C crime.
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