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An Act to Increase Acreage Eligibility and Change Requirements for Filing Plans Under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law
L.D. 
An Act to Increase Acreage Eligibility and Change Requirements for Filing Plans Under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9bf9e894_9c6c_45ec_8bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cbbb213a_d501_4e65_be07_6c53][bookmark: _PAR__4_9f706347_8e7d_4ede_b800_da85edfd][bookmark: _LINE__5_c5d9f365_97af_4ca3_8e9f_2d5edfd][bookmark: _LINE__6_85bf3d41_6675_44fb_8346_61ddf5d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8bd303f5_17ac_4ea3_b01][bookmark: _LINE__7_6d1f3f57_2d07_4985_855b_2f3ce0f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4cae48bb_568b_40ae_bc][bookmark: _LINE__8_0e79e7f7_e084_4630_8f1f_913a498][bookmark: _LINE__9_02de4781_cb39_43a8_a361_13162de][bookmark: _LINE__10_c9f6e2f8_aad9_4e3a_b329_d1741f][bookmark: _LINE__11_0c42d7fe_a16a_42a4_acf4_4cb09d][bookmark: _LINE__12_a91f753b_9b73_4333_b51b_8a03e0][bookmark: _LINE__13_60379d60_60c1_4c79_aa07_422838][bookmark: _LINE__14_8b5b7148_9f1a_4251_ba87_927e97][bookmark: _LINE__15_f6752bc4_0937_4ffe_9b3d_24f0af][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__27cd257b_70cc_4d04_845][bookmark: _LINE__16_b7ae7305_2e98_4a4a_b4a3_7b1dd5]An owner of a parcel containing forest land may apply at the landowner's election by filing with the assessor the schedule provided for in section 579, except that this subchapter does not apply to any parcel containing less than 10 acres of forest land for property tax years beginning on or before April 1, 2024 and containing less than 25 acres of forest land for property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2025. For purposes of this subchapter, a parcel is deemed to include a unit of real estate, notwithstanding that it is divided by a road, way, railroad or pipeline, or by a municipal or county line.  The election to apply requires the written consent of all owners of an interest in a parcel except for the State.  For applications submitted on or after August 1, 2012, the size of the exclusion from classification under this subchapter for each structure located on the parcel and for each residential structure located on the parcel in shoreland areas is determined pursuant to section 574‑C.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8dde8caf_1fc2_4af3_a99a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1bc19b87_8024_4912_b924_2a1][bookmark: _PAR__8_3eb1b1d1_ef7c_4679_80d9_ecd40066][bookmark: _LINE__24_897841dc_ab94_4500_a067_c7b961][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4c39bb48_b102_4c86_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7439f4f9_3598_4887_aef][bookmark: _LINE__25_d873bd79_9fe3_4e4d_b27e_0db119][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1593073b_2a50_4031_b41][bookmark: _LINE__26_ed6bbbbe_ac94_432c_aef7_e1eb4b][bookmark: _LINE__27_9c8628e6_a5df_4e6d_a5be_4a4b0b][bookmark: _LINE__28_dd6d34b6_a763_4564_a085_b4612b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__536ab59d_b65e_444a_be1][bookmark: _LINE__29_bfcd0c7e_15de_4ed7_9c12_5a158b][bookmark: _LINE__30_7af03a93_922a_455a_b85a_80513f][bookmark: _LINE__31_c39d4c28_b1f4_49b7_a88c_70dddf][bookmark: _LINE__32_85902edd_3c8e_4900_8178_092a98][bookmark: _LINE__33_a7d39dba_827f_48f9_bc59_849d10][bookmark: _LINE__34_83ec77d1_e9c1_4c65_b68d_83c3dc][bookmark: _LINE__35_3a92fced_7c90_41c9_902a_e129a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__721429f9_7660_4be7_b6][bookmark: _LINE__36_2718a364_eecb_4d49_af4d_59aa54][bookmark: _LINE__37_fbaaaa48_c3f8_4a3a_b2fd_b3f7b3][bookmark: _LINE__38_100d3630_ff81_45ab_993c_ec92f5][bookmark: _LINE__39_af72130c_2731_4634_ae99_6ec4ea][bookmark: _LINE__40_92db6b86_f99d_4a29_95e7_cefebf]1.  Assistance to assessor.  Upon request of a municipal assessor or the State Tax Assessor and in accordance with section 579, the Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry may provide assistance in evaluating a forest management and harvest plan to determine whether the plan meets the definition of a forest management and harvest plan in section 573, subsection 3‑A. Upon request of a municipal assessor or the State Tax Assessor, the Director of the Bureau of Forestry may provide assistance in determining whether a harvest or other silvicultural activity conducted on land enrolled under this subchapter complies with the forest management and harvest plan prepared for that parcel of land. When assistance is requested under this section and section 579, the Director of the Bureau of Forestry or the director's designee may enter and examine forest land for the purpose of determining compliance with the forest management and harvest plan.  A request for assistance and evaluation must be completed within 6 months after the request.  Upon the completion of the evaluation and in consultation with the Director of the Bureau of Forestry, the municipal assessor or the State Tax Assessor may find the plan sufficient to meet the requirement of this subchapter or may find the plan insufficient to meet the requirement of this subchapter and commence the withdrawal procedure in section 581.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2e2450ad_5433_482b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ff71b2b4_4a26_4f24_81d3_f][bookmark: _PAR__2_af25c62b_aa0e_4444_812d_0536745c][bookmark: _LINE__11_c9bedb2a_13d0_4bae_a875_a4b519][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ffab15a7_b9cd_41f0]Sec. 4.  36 MRSA §581, sub-§7-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__418197bd_aa33_4a3b_a9ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__dbbf81ad_3807_414d_a69c_c3f][bookmark: _PAR__3_6f5c1f8a_75af_4b1a_aedf_f197a644][bookmark: _LINE__12_dd9c01e4_444f_4b47_8711_f1bd62][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6c7200b7_e4e0_44dc_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9d7544cf_9070_49c1_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2869e466_816c_49dd_95b][bookmark: _LINE__13_8e231f67_bc0e_4121_91b1_f4d3b5][bookmark: _LINE__14_7ada997e_1311_40ae_aacd_2224ea]7-A.  Notice of compliance.  A penalty may not be assessed upon the withdrawal of land from taxation under this subchapter in the property tax year following an increase in the minimum acreage limits established in section 574-B.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d8c02432_2265_4465][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c2408da8_a691_4848_9408_5][bookmark: _PAR__4_12596f0f_4028_4d81_9132_2c6496a2][bookmark: _LINE__15_d44dfcf4_5c70_40f1_87b6_ee53d4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a6214d37_0b39_4baa][bookmark: _LINE__16_3dabfebf_87ec_4578_ae36_850a60]Sec. 5.  36 MRSA §581-A, as amended by PL 2001, c. 305, §1 and affected by §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__ff1252d4_a1f0_4843_a52b_b87d][bookmark: _PAR__5_9dbabab7_e9f3_48e6_9d0a_0c8aa7fb][bookmark: _LINE__17_415d2284_d8f6_4e09_9204_c0e369][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__66d0391d_16f4_425a_8d2d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__00b66dcb_004d_42b4_b7]§581-A.  Sale of portion of parcel of forest land
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e346071c_4878_468e_bb9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a7a7c519_544b_47b8_86d2_da73][bookmark: _PAR__6_d87404d1_8947_4dd1_8696_80a0e15a][bookmark: _LINE__18_9dc1d0a0_213e_4831_a159_f1fef0][bookmark: _LINE__19_6fac42a8_51ec_4154_889c_0c3b25][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__669cbf02_9de2_4303_94][bookmark: _LINE__20_4176dddb_633f_4f67_8df6_540ed0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__144fb80c_d777_48c6_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__825cd9e6_2b2e_4629_b1][bookmark: _LINE__21_cfbd107d_307f_412e_9cb3_2cea02][bookmark: _LINE__22_21a01725_20a7_4db9_8847_41f771][bookmark: _LINE__23_07a112fa_7381_4ccb_a0c2_5d2ccc][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9ec5622f_7387_4b27_810][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__52e9c53a_e1ff_483c_b85][bookmark: _LINE__24_6dd896b5_17df_4971_b6b9_f34bc0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__68b918ee_60c9_493b_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cf54e75d_d5ac_4b5b_9d][bookmark: _LINE__25_a809fd64_201a_416b_a274_4218b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b174e37c_2856_4e6b_b1][bookmark: _LINE__26_6c378fd6_ade7_4983_8d62_11291e][bookmark: _LINE__27_13242321_654b_4976_abe2_af5edb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4cca4672_38f7_4f1f_81][bookmark: _LINE__28_8ed089f9_8583_4635_bf87_5d0387][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8ab21d3d_18a0_429c_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bbb6fecc_9426_47b7_a4]Sale of a portion of a parcel of forest land subject to taxation under this subchapter does not affect the taxation under this subchapter of the resulting parcels, unless any is less than 10 the number of forested acres in area is less than the minimum number of forested acres established in section 574-B.  Each resulting parcel must be taxed to the owners under this subchapter until the parcel is withdrawn from taxation under this subchapter, in which case the penalties provided for in sections 579 and 581 apply only to the owner of that parcel.  If the forested acres in the area on a parcel resulting from that sale is less than 10 forested acres in area the minimum number of forested acres established in section 574-B, that parcel must be considered withdrawn from taxation under this subchapter as a result of the sale and the penalty assessed against the transferor of the resulting parcel of less than 10 the minimum number of forested acres established in section 574-B.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_61d5593e_cabe_4547_9872_9d4f5ca2][bookmark: _LINE__30_99e2083b_2ea9_4aa6_bbf7_19dce0][bookmark: _LINE__31_4e5d7d4c_cd1c_4601_ac55_8c7051][bookmark: _LINE__32_393a98ec_5e5b_430a_878c_ab5ee4][bookmark: _LINE__33_95cbe346_126a_4b4d_8460_315d19][bookmark: _LINE__34_e8675ed6_fa4f_4258_8712_9ac0d5][bookmark: _LINE__35_a12fa495_0eb5_4df4_9722_96dbff][bookmark: _LINE__36_76895673_85de_48f9_a401_ffd9c2][bookmark: _LINE__37_51364e03_133f_4eb3_ad52_6da08b]This bill amends the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law by increasing the acreage eligibility requirement from 10 to 25 acres of forested land beginning April 1, 2025.  The bill authorizes municipal assessors and the State Tax Assessor to retain copies of required forest management and harvest plans and with assistance from the Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to determine the sufficiency of a plan to meet the requirements of the law.  Forest management and harvest plans retained by a municipal assessor or the State Tax Assessor are confidential and not public records.
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