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An Act to Create the Maine Experiential Education Program
L.D. 
An Act to Create the Maine Experiential Education Program
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__08f3d76c_a0ba_471c_afb][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__38e57446_daaa_4a53_b4da_23ad4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e70f5def_0f1f_49c9_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_00a72c81_b42b_4d1d_90ea_dde3b76][bookmark: _PAR__1_4a5b288d_d728_45c0_a241_23ad99d5][bookmark: _LINE__1_fd36f8bb_c32d_498e_a0a5_9729748]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__070b0ce0_9da2_4768_9215_c47e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__513d3290_63f3_47b0_a71][bookmark: _PAR__6_88f3445a_cacf_452f_84ee_93d3f204][bookmark: _LINE__6_f8641fa6_4b0f_454e_9cb3_ba2a3e9][bookmark: _LINE__7_1bbf1015_410b_4f97_b2d5_680d212]As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__59957945_d1d7_44be_bb0e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__eb950c15_e621_4f3d_a2b1_b47][bookmark: _PAR__7_f2b00d1d_1d54_40a1_a168_7213e8f9][bookmark: _LINE__8_26a7c901_9c72_43d3_8e8b_0c179d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__efab0b85_27cc_47ed_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4c66252c_9284_4052_aa2][bookmark: _LINE__9_76947c7d_5311_459f_88c2_69d0e06][bookmark: _LINE__10_c58f492c_3c70_486a_a2f8_945839][bookmark: _LINE__11_ca6b496a_5abd_4367_a0c3_cc2602][bookmark: _LINE__12_1ba2bd71_da57_4f87_93ae_b5b5d7]1.  Farm and sea to school learning program.  "Farm and sea to school learning program" means a program that incorporates agricultural-based education, hands-on learning through school gardens and increased access to local foods through local procurement by school meal programs; improves access to local seafood sourcing by school meal programs; and provides seafood education in schools. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7a89511f_1603_4142_9d77][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f220e72d_1b38_4aa3_a0c5_70f][bookmark: _PAR__8_36b4e18c_fb39_4614_9d5b_afc06032][bookmark: _LINE__13_bb9f8ee6_ecf8_4e6f_b1a2_3ca2ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__eb48cf0f_6e4f_446e_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aab06eeb_be70_49e9_8b5][bookmark: _LINE__14_aa8576b6_ef38_402a_875e_a65b64]2.  Fund.  "Fund" means the Maine Experiential Education Program Fund established in section 320-V.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0a21eaed_c4bc_4653_a66e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c483c848_ee0e_49fe_b673_d90][bookmark: _PAR__9_84bf1399_7aa3_4121_9323_8c6c443b][bookmark: _LINE__15_188eb4c7_546e_47e8_bc22_ed4d2e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__61ed53c2_8469_4094_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1edd5a3c_734a_4c6a_8cf][bookmark: _LINE__16_839b3839_05f8_4e76_9134_6a2d77]3.  Program.  "Program" means the Maine Experiential Education Program established in section 320-U.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5d5f0058_5f08_47c6_8d6d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2b15df15_0a18_4e45_ad86_582][bookmark: _PAR__10_126b7ae4_d41f_4593_aebf_d180ceb][bookmark: _LINE__17_308d7183_744c_4d08_89cc_452a04][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a482d146_998b_4a23_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c53b4546_a193_40d4_a64][bookmark: _LINE__18_5bda73ee_e77e_4664_a7a3_42bd0f]4.  Public school.  "Public school" has the same meaning as in Title 20-A, section 1, subsection 24.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b34d3018_3557_4c6c_b2b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0620f5d1_7c86_4ae6_8f99_4aa][bookmark: _PAR__11_c944f834_895a_48b1_9a7e_f530021][bookmark: _LINE__19_11b61fd7_54d7_4aa0_997d_a7672f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__893afa50_8cc6_4e90_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0cc16559_5bad_4419_933][bookmark: _LINE__20_63bf3640_8ee8_437d_a61e_fa38c8]5.  School administrative unit.  "School administrative unit" has the same meaning as in Title 20-A, section 1, subsection 26 and includes a public school.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b92dee6d_b67a_43c2_b779][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__44bcb969_0e95_49b1_9647_b06][bookmark: _PAR__14_93c2e2e0_241a_4f8e_af5d_0decbc4][bookmark: _LINE__24_74e6168a_0525_43e1_b6f3_96c36e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c3cbd52d_28f4_4499_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e0e7ba68_6d44_4180_86e][bookmark: _LINE__25_59db7e6d_c3ec_4186_85c7_cb7186][bookmark: _LINE__26_a2342db4_daba_4021_96bc_75dd36][bookmark: _LINE__27_9d607752_6eca_49c5_b02a_0fb73c][bookmark: _LINE__28_2e22a522_f1ef_4b29_b7c0_a8f0e0]1.  Program established.  The Maine Experiential Education Program is established.  The department shall administer the program. In administering the program, the department may collaborate with the Department of Education and other state agencies and nonprofit organizations that support farm and sea to school learning programs, local procurement and other experiential learning initiatives in public schools and school administrative units. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5fd6332f_ec6c_42fc_adf8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f07c9a07_bc89_45dc_b81d_c31c][bookmark: _PAR__16_993e1aa8_423b_4802_8465_b6e2acc][bookmark: _LINE__30_4ed1194f_ea1c_4ffb_95c2_a059d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9de83eab_9206_4604_827][bookmark: _LINE__31_39db2acc_d665_41e9_b380_acb700]A.  Develop and manage a grant program to help public schools and school administrative units create staff positions that support:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ca0a1c74_706d_47c7_9ba1_816][bookmark: _PAR__17_80813f79_d8dd_4108_a682_7bf1de8][bookmark: _LINE__32_c50aae68_574a_47c8_b81b_f0eebf][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__faf61db4_11cb_47e3_ace6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7923003b_3529_43e4_ae1][bookmark: _LINE__33_36213fd9_9235_4df0_a0ef_74bf46][bookmark: _LINE__34_c871166d_52dc_4925_97c7_f4e0b0](1)  The learning and academic development of students by ensuring that public schools and school administrative units interested in the program have the capacity necessary to provide experiential hands-on learning;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__89c40844_d6d8_42ad_8697_8dd][bookmark: _PAR__18_fab25fa3_8c29_4b2d_81be_0a3eb76][bookmark: _LINE__35_adc65ae6_278f_4599_9ca1_ed7951][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9421c129_46c0_4501_a777][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73141885_37fd_44d5_956][bookmark: _LINE__36_aa029c96_6490_49c0_838e_614ec6][bookmark: _LINE__37_12c37908_42fa_4ddf_9acc_24f10d][bookmark: _LINE__38_19d0a5db_a82f_4145_b2c7_213c3d](2)  The health and physical development of students by ensuring that public schools and school administrative units interested in the program have the capacity necessary to help students build connections between the food that they and their communities produce and the food that they prepare and eat; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9b64b6fb_998a_4ce4_8764_a89][bookmark: _PAGE__2_797b8b72_3208_4a5f_9c75_ea763e5][bookmark: _PAR__1_a905be44_8e96_4744_8a3f_c804f07a][bookmark: _LINE__1_02252424_2022_4130_a9a2_f8050c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__387fc726_e655_4fdd_bdb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__50f9510d_af0c_4fa6_9a4][bookmark: _LINE__2_43e46486_73d8_481b_a359_46fc501][bookmark: _LINE__3_797a6cb5_598d_4922_b893_64d4135][bookmark: _LINE__4_4e88f0ad_ec0f_4f1e_aec6_936e320](3)  The emotional and behavioral development of students by ensuring that public schools and school administrative units interested in the program have the capacity necessary to build, expand and maintain school gardens and other experiential learning spaces; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a5a3d0e3_5502_4468_9daa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8af2c5ad_c604_49cb_a37c_ed53][bookmark: _PAR__2_cd11ed89_877c_4d96_95fd_09d32d36][bookmark: _LINE__5_3865f5fc_3db9_4bc8_bed8_1e97e6f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__10076c95_f0ba_46e4_9fc][bookmark: _LINE__6_c0e7b26d_0050_413d_b2c6_c887501][bookmark: _LINE__7_af39cdd1_685e_4700_b631_f773b1c]B.  Provide ongoing support to public school educators engaged in hands-on experiential education initiatives for continued education and professional development opportunities.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__d4595e18_9d0f_4f53_843e_07b5][bookmark: _PAR__3_4b8f090a_851b_419e_a7db_305960cc][bookmark: _LINE__8_d93b58fc_d431_437a_b5f3_995e7bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0e1058a8_98c8_4fc6_87bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c15f7f75_73f4_4f49_a9]§320-V.  Maine Experiential Education Program Fund
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bd56d058_ec52_4afd_a656][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2e0b26ae_98c1_4efb_bb97_fa8][bookmark: _PAR__4_8cfadc4d_81fd_4661_974c_bef4711e][bookmark: _LINE__9_600b8bf4_039f_4a85_94f7_d3f3a9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5cf63994_5164_4361_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f3b7c36a_fff2_4377_b33][bookmark: _LINE__10_1fd4eee3_690a_4240_9e81_f76372][bookmark: _LINE__11_1a94299a_b36a_4035_beb6_4918f0][bookmark: _LINE__12_9b0c38f7_0fd3_41b1_a609_e547f5][bookmark: _LINE__13_84eb4fc0_1816_439a_9b21_8bf2ac]1.  Fund established.  The Maine Experiential Education Program Fund is established within the department.  The fund is nonlapsing and may be invested in the same manner as permitted for investment of other state funds.  The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts.  Any balance remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year must be carried forward to the next fiscal year. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5dcc11d7_319b_422e_8d39][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b3cf7c07_8b3d_45fe_9ad7_0c9][bookmark: _PAR__5_aa7147a8_7cb0_4029_894d_8824203f][bookmark: _LINE__14_2c88ac03_d88c_4487_8ef6_69bccf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f8e7c3c1_64e4_464b_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__98a2e022_6d2d_4c57_8fd]2.  Use of fund.  The department shall use money in the fund to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e206b2a3_206b_464f_a5ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__04531418_5d3d_4de4_a129_7b8f][bookmark: _PAR__6_039e374c_bfd3_4cd2_ad5f_689f18e5][bookmark: _LINE__15_b1f22ccb_ceb7_497f_b51b_eaecf5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d784c728_a211_4091_895][bookmark: _LINE__16_72e8faf6_1dcc_47ad_ae9e_775731][bookmark: _LINE__17_1bbb96aa_3cc6_4f96_befd_ba4136][bookmark: _LINE__18_d4d6f7eb_06f7_43b1_90c6_bdfa99]A.  Provide multiyear grants to public schools and school administrative units to help establish experiential education positions and outdoor educator positions within the schools and school administrative units through a cost-sharing agreement with the following provisions.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7508ebcb_0ef0_4f44_aacb_13e][bookmark: _PAR__7_effa4a56_8a30_4bc9_8dc1_72617218][bookmark: _LINE__19_547135c1_3c61_4e56_b04a_950093][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c34e4373_73db_4b57_95d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4db85bb4_7b97_48cb_b13][bookmark: _LINE__20_f6294d3b_29c0_44e3_afb5_7513e3][bookmark: _LINE__21_98dd71f5_4687_40f9_9282_065bf9][bookmark: _LINE__22_fc7d73b1_b082_4eb7_8085_96010d][bookmark: _LINE__23_8d973092_5753_4595_b1ac_cfdfeb][bookmark: _LINE__24_36c040ee_fe8e_4024_9c7e_1b1419][bookmark: _LINE__25_df30147e_2f9a_4a3f_881a_b0aed6][bookmark: _LINE__26_17572c40_f5a2_412c_b668_93e437](1)  In the first grant year, the fund covers full salary and benefits, or stipend, of a position; in the 2nd grant year, the fund covers 2/3 the cost for salary and benefits, or stipend, for the same position and the public school or school administrative unit covers 1/3 of the cost; in the 3rd grant year, the fund covers 1/3 of the cost of salary and benefits, or stipend, for the same position and the public school or school administrative unit covers 2/3; and in subsequent years the public school or school administrative unit covers the full cost of salary and benefits, or stipend, for the same or similar position.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d70e41c8_d2f1_4372_80bc_b1e][bookmark: _PAR__8_8e84bc32_9a32_4ad8_9559_71c83059][bookmark: _LINE__27_6bd166b7_c9e5_490b_8a01_c9b4c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__04034a7b_b1b9_451e_8f36][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__80005baf_ab0b_477a_8aa][bookmark: _LINE__28_68e065d2_d233_4054_b8c5_7a4aef][bookmark: _LINE__29_7ec5d74d_a59b_4ce0_9a79_b11f17][bookmark: _LINE__30_2e7b10dc_4c5a_486d_aefd_e01298](2)  Grants must be made to public schools and school administrative units in a manner that ensures the public schools and school administrative units create outdoor educator positions that meet the outdoor, experiential or farm and sea to school education needs of the public schools and school administrative units.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__73b0f246_d77d_4f81_9175_e32][bookmark: _PAR__9_327d7c67_fdbc_426f_a948_8e081c68][bookmark: _LINE__31_d0d33e92_a554_49a6_83bd_54607b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cd792d37_cf12_4ef9_9d2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4f494460_eb57_4e2c_b68][bookmark: _LINE__32_a82953f4_8b9b_4e4b_830f_2310ed][bookmark: _LINE__33_c6f7d49a_825f_445d_b3e7_b70367][bookmark: _LINE__34_274b3db3_e812_4b87_b1a4_373943][bookmark: _LINE__35_10835d16_d746_4af1_8947_e7baa9](3)  Grants must be developed and dispersed so that public schools and school administrative units gradually assume full financial responsibility for the positions described in subparagraphs (1) and (2) over a period not to exceed 3 years from the awarding of the grant for any individual public school or school administrative unit.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b0086f3f_b7f4_461f_84df_bb92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c63ef679_6c20_4cc3_9a8][bookmark: _PAR__10_dcaf873d_555d_4cf3_856d_6104de9][bookmark: _LINE__36_e89a9c16_dced_400f_8ddd_07d362][bookmark: _LINE__37_baa91bad_3041_40ed_8ae6_64fd02][bookmark: _LINE__38_bfd1f590_a3fa_484e_a85b_cf1edb]In distributing money from the fund, the department shall prioritize opportunities to expand the range of positions funded by the fund, including such positions as stipend garden coaches, educational technicians and teachers; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bd0f50c2_887c_4f7d_b1a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e75ef865_5c90_403c_9bff_03cf][bookmark: _PAR__11_ccbf0ac7_cf38_43e7_a20e_c2a9f4d][bookmark: _LINE__39_d83949c4_1836_4457_bc00_cfd65a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c0cc8fd4_b172_435d_ae2][bookmark: _LINE__40_3d3c9737_00c9_4c7f_b36b_0ea247]B.  Provide for a staff person within the department to administer the program and the fund. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__216cdd81_89ac_469c_ae67][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__023ad1ca_7e22_48f6_8d14_23b][bookmark: _PAR__12_3ccbcccc_b868_41f8_9e6b_dad27ac][bookmark: _LINE__41_3d6e35b0_4a77_48d1_abaf_02cf82][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__84397f93_f84d_40a1_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f348675b_683b_465e_88c]3.  Fund sources.  The following must be paid into the fund:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9f537bbd_d242_442f_9e47][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__79593093_05af_46b5_afbb_4b45][bookmark: _PAR__13_f4ce580e_cdc6_4917_bb0a_92dd67f][bookmark: _LINE__42_c10d41f9_7936_44a3_8e40_7f603c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__95f99b6f_3df9_448d_90e]A.  All money appropriated or allocated by the Legislature for inclusion in the fund;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1c6d91f4_6604_4e2e_b00a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1d8f3807_f95b_439b_b4fb_dde2][bookmark: _PAGE__3_a9d16a24_2ba7_4f5a_89d6_b98ab8a][bookmark: _PAR__1_0f64a56a_c76c_4290_8e86_b8f9a7e1][bookmark: _LINE__1_a9575102_18f9_4ee9_bf3c_da890ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__050bd580_5006_47b6_9c6]B.  All interest earned from investments of the fund; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b87a5942_53df_4612_86de][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8660891a_9b5d_436b_86cb_52dc][bookmark: _PAR__2_a6b9982d_97b8_45e1_bf17_4771bb06][bookmark: _LINE__2_2f0fd818_f558_4978_9b3a_0a40c80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__78dfc435_3976_4c8a_8e2]C.  All money designated for deposit into the fund from any source, public or private.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__bc5b5051_2df1_4bb0_ba3b_548a][bookmark: _PAR__3_e1ebc47b_e46e_445d_b29f_3c77e76d][bookmark: _LINE__3_a9424715_e917_45e6_bc4f_465b5ce][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ec3054af_4341_48bb_b58c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__881c45f4_34a1_4a55_a0]§320-W.  Evaluation and reporting
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2c4d68af_05be_44d9_bd91_9234][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2481b02e_7bab_4b76_972][bookmark: _PAR__4_09d3d6c7_dab2_4bc6_a206_c3f6e163][bookmark: _LINE__4_ab1a99f0_93cd_48eb_983e_31e5adb][bookmark: _LINE__5_6e6beda8_75db_412c_9a7b_33ae392][bookmark: _LINE__6_83b533d8_6da6_41b3_8be5_fa3b039][bookmark: _LINE__7_c81c0576_320e_4f44_8881_9a2eb06][bookmark: _LINE__8_3a94c48f_55b0_4ffd_bcc6_a6d5d1a]The department shall monitor and evaluate the program and submit an annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters describing the successes and challenges of instituting experiential education in public schools and school administrative units.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__41749c98_947a_4313_8a12_c36b][bookmark: _PAR__5_6fcfc976_9ffc_47bf_993c_646c45bd][bookmark: _LINE__9_45c97b93_f9ea_43c0_b9fa_6f301ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__360f6b56_a644_48f9_8ba9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f033d60c_da53_4df3_a2]§320-X.  Rules
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d6be31cc_c651_483c_b69][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__981d6fde_357e_468b_a300_1ba8][bookmark: _PAR__6_deece038_d882_4e99_ba0d_3a1cd82b][bookmark: _LINE__10_559bc1ec_faf4_46b9_a287_7069a0][bookmark: _LINE__11_3e303bfe_a4c8_4f3f_b105_7cec73]The department shall adopt rules to implement this chapter.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__8c6ba339_3fdf][bookmark: _PAR__7_3f9c10c9_0401_47f5_86c3_e005acfc][bookmark: _LINE__12_11455a8f_5b5f_41f1_89e3_f43aa4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__817fc112_3b71_4274][bookmark: _LINE__13_b9535f0a_bb72_4525_9970_c67af9][bookmark: _LINE__14_0a9ab6dc_a65e_4ff8_a4de_73480f][bookmark: _LINE__15_2390262b_c2b7_4a1e_828a_9154c0][bookmark: _LINE__16_f2e88cb4_18dd_4bfc_9868_1003e3][bookmark: _LINE__17_7688b2ba_2650_456c_9342_e303d4][bookmark: _LINE__18_e23406ed_afb3_4a37_9ac7_167bc4][bookmark: _LINE__19_c7d2fe64_8c82_46b7_a9c8_ff6e53][bookmark: _LINE__20_dbf20af5_db3f_4786_87e3_9b785e][bookmark: _LINE__21_7e2e22d4_9288_47b0_902c_49f392]Sec. 2.  Maine Farm and Sea to School Institute support.  As part of the Maine Experiential Education Program established under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, chapter 10-E, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry may provide support to the Maine Farm and Sea to School Institute in collaboration with the Maine Farm and Sea to School Network, other appropriate state agencies and nonprofit organizations that support farm and sea to school learning and local procurement initiatives in the State's public schools.  Support under this section includes, but is not limited to, ensuring that public schools and school administrative units, including those participating in the Maine Experiential Education Program, have access to professional learning opportunities and coaching designed to ensure the creation of achievable goals for the purposes of:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_aee949db_89a4_4371_9d98_b920b1f1][bookmark: _LINE__22_4062b538_c911_4d92_a8b1_fc8f5f][bookmark: _LINE__23_0d52076e_f9e5_4eff_a602_93411e][bookmark: _LINE__24_d9632496_32c1_46c5_8232_bc3e67]1.  Enhancing the learning and academic development of students by ensuring that public schools and school administrative units have the capacity necessary to provide the deeper learning and knowledge gained through experiential, hands-on learning; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_d1984a97_b801_43eb_b18f_6a8ea68d][bookmark: _LINE__25_13010da0_afec_459d_8731_c7cd1b][bookmark: _LINE__26_674bf47f_205a_44ca_a005_eae7da][bookmark: _LINE__27_142530e6_8666_43af_ab73_54ecc0]2.  Enhancing access to high-quality, Maine-grown and harvested products through increased local procurement and connections between schools, students and local farms and fisheries.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d0969f7d_6029_4cb0_94a3_1e049e][bookmark: _PAR__10_c1b73d9b_7f63_4fc8_b4a4_f904ef1][bookmark: _LINE__28_c5abd84a_5930_4ab6_a561_aeed07]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_7f80716a_971f_45b3_ae0d_572f5dc][bookmark: _LINE__29_3dd55e92_2316_4460_86e3_3a009d][bookmark: _LINE__30_c243c010_19e7_484f_9d07_87392c][bookmark: _LINE__31_1d556dce_1863_4b4e_8d0d_99713e][bookmark: _LINE__32_064ed14b_0c2d_4cde_aed9_eedf4a][bookmark: _LINE__33_cf70642f_b1ed_46c7_814c_852f3d][bookmark: _LINE__34_7020a6da_1713_4026_9d38_eb12c0][bookmark: _LINE__35_3b4485ad_c914_48ad_ba4c_42a423][bookmark: _LINE__36_80068798_75da_4df5_ad77_a3e61d][bookmark: _LINE__37_945601a4_68fb_45fd_b5ae_b4dad9]This bill establishes the Maine Experiential Education Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to oversee a grant program that provides phased-out support for public schools and school administrative units to create staff positions that provide outdoor, hands-on, experiential learning opportunities related to gardens, food and agriculture to improve healthy academic, physical and emotional development for students.  It also establishes the Maine Experiential Education Program Fund to provide funding for the program and creates a position within the department to administer the program and the fund.  The bill also authorizes the department to support the Maine Farm and Sea to School Institute.
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