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L.D. 
An Act to Support Local Governments in Responding to Freedom of Access Act Requests
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__82f5ec63_9e36_4288_aa5e_06b][bookmark: _PAR__5_9a2adbd8_ea0a_4724_979d_9cf1fbe6][bookmark: _LINE__11_3344a9dd_371c_43c8_b54e_dc084d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e31ae2ad_ddc7_49f9_ae4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__611c9d3b_6d06_4228_931][bookmark: _LINE__12_7cf23466_dbea_4c77_b172_321db7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7ea79eeb_d72c_4f8b_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c407d6b4_88db_4501_a1](2)  After the first 2 hours of staff time, the agency or official may charge a fee of not more than $25 $40 per hour.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2f9d70c5_5c1f_4173_a900][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3bdfac35_b381_41d8_94c0_afc][bookmark: _PAR__7_6e8d5afd_16f1_49a5_88bc_b41b0816][bookmark: _LINE__14_74317ea7_5afe_4dd4_8ecb_460aa6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bd190c4f_11c2_4caa_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6ac430c0_252a_4399_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bccde00d_3cee_41f3_a24][bookmark: _LINE__15_54d93220_dc4b_4830_af45_b1f608][bookmark: _LINE__16_ff2f08ca_fb08_4999_8f99_42589b][bookmark: _LINE__17_15489927_a4b0_4687_84ef_ef6a39][bookmark: _LINE__18_a51425f1_578c_442c_a07b_eccc9c][bookmark: _LINE__19_09186193_8d71_4e11_9d7c_c36a7f]13.  Public records requests regarding school employees.  If a school employee is the subject of a public records request, the employee must be notified of the request as soon as practicable.  The employee must be provided an opportunity to inspect the records to be submitted to the requestor before the requestor receives any documents or materials involving the employee.  The school district may require the use of the form under Title 5, section 200-I, subsection 2, paragraph H for any request.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d2767b12_a181_47f6_987d_f848][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3eeb1f03_ba36_4be2_b8e][bookmark: _PAR__8_c40e9c8f_31ce_4e83_be27_515b1e8b][bookmark: _LINE__20_047f3688_4f13_4f54_ade9_3602a8][bookmark: _LINE__21_61c98b0d_be88_4965_b3da_a3b296][bookmark: _LINE__22_cf16da6a_d16b_4112_8114_c612fd][bookmark: _LINE__23_51797465_8b3a_4a08_bdcf_cd786d][bookmark: _LINE__24_dc6c3552_9fba_48b5_8f5f_c4be0d][bookmark: _LINE__25_0267e606_766f_47bd_a719_fb6a51][bookmark: _LINE__26_8cfd70ef_063c_4fa4_8192_8d1e89][bookmark: _LINE__27_b1174d58_efbe_446b_8ae7_f7faa4][bookmark: _LINE__28_601ca441_95ed_4362_8804_b5690d][bookmark: _LINE__29_a4a8cf89_8424_4f33_9666_c2a7ae][bookmark: _LINE__30_08b56ec9_c009_431d_b170_7848c2]If the school district believes the public records request is frivolous or designed to intimidate or harass, the school district may seek the opinion of the Public Access Ombudsman regarding the request.  If the Public Access Ombudsman determines that the request is part of a series of contemporaneous requests, or a pattern of requests, that are frivolous or designed to intimidate or harass and that the requests are not intended for the broad dissemination of information to the public about actual or alleged government activity, the Public Access Ombudsman may relieve the agency or official of the obligation to provide the public records sought pursuant to Title 5, section 200-I, subsection 2, paragraph G.  If the requestor disagrees with the denial of a request by the Public Access Ombudsman based on these standards, the requestor may appeal the denial pursuant to section 409.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_27d38f7c_167d_43c4_b853_4241a374][bookmark: _LINE__8_4e49c2c4_65e0_4e49_b977_133860a][bookmark: _LINE__9_0cb739d5_e711_43cc_a5a9_d0ade4c][bookmark: _LINE__10_7750413d_6d2b_422f_9561_342a2c][bookmark: _LINE__11_e1eb0f11_62a5_437f_bcf3_61567b][bookmark: _LINE__12_e39d0203_e9e2_4c27_afa4_990056]This bill amends the State's freedom of access laws to increase the fee for a public records request from $25 per hour spent retrieving the public record to $40 per hour.  It provides that an agency or official may charge a fee for the first 2 hours of staff time per request when the person making the public records request of that agency or official has previously made a request during the same calendar year.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a8f60b26_b772_4080_ae69_8e6f70d8][bookmark: _LINE__13_08fc0eca_d674_4317_88a1_d47ee9][bookmark: _LINE__14_e3766bc2_9e0b_43b0_88a4_861229][bookmark: _LINE__15_c1a9b0a6_2f2e_433b_863e_ee8792][bookmark: _LINE__16_f3ba9b65_a172_4f29_84b0_bd30d2][bookmark: _LINE__17_da409efb_581b_4daa_b1dc_accbbf]It requires that school personnel who are the subject of public records requests be notified and allows them opportunity to inspect the records before they are released.  If a school district believes a request is frivolous or designed to intimidate or harass, the school district is authorized to seek the opinion of the Public Access Ombudsman within the Department of the Attorney General regarding the request.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5c7c51e2_1239_4325_b691_0c4c6a15][bookmark: _LINE__18_c83d3f56_59ff_4b75_b00c_e4cb2f][bookmark: _LINE__19_b8f96531_dc89_4c2b_ba13_ea6ac9][bookmark: _LINE__20_4b106049_02df_4c6f_bd28_626ec3][bookmark: _LINE__21_96a1d75d_20ee_400b_a900_bdbf93][bookmark: _LINE__22_42a571b4_291c_4415_9757_73f9b6][bookmark: _LINE__23_a525e943_5877_4855_84f9_c7faf5][bookmark: _LINE__24_5ffc544b_7780_4a6f_ab57_e9384a]It provides that, if the Public Access Ombudsman determines that the request is part of a series of contemporaneous requests, or a pattern of requests, that are frivolous or designed to intimidate or harass and that the requests are not intended for the broad dissemination of information to the public about actual or alleged government activity, the Public Access Ombudsman is authorized to relieve the agency or official of the obligation to provide the records sought.  If the requestor disagrees with the denial of a request based on these standards, the requestor may appeal to the Superior Court.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_ef0efc95_6e3e_4438_afe6_2e6fa8c5][bookmark: _LINE__25_c24a962e_3872_48e6_afc1_b2e25a][bookmark: _LINE__26_acf672ab_bc75_4274_86a5_639328][bookmark: _LINE__27_f19d4fcd_65ed_464e_9c11_4bbb2c]It also directs the Public Access Ombudsman to create a simple, short form for public records requests.  A school district may require the use of this form for any public records request.
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