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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0e223ae_925c_403b_88cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c208b3d3_42c2_467f_bef5_9603][bookmark: _PAR__9_23a63129_b332_402c_81e3_fd7be5a1][bookmark: _LINE__23_f82de4e3_1d66_46b5_aa07_9643c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c49caec2_89a1_4dce_876][bookmark: _LINE__24_0377d0f9_6a00_4c82_958c_510e28][bookmark: _LINE__25_acf848b4_8d24_46da_a478_de2ed2][bookmark: _LINE__26_29cff673_a1c7_43e9_b955_c65774][bookmark: _LINE__27_0f7ffd1f_15e8_4db2_b42c_afb74a][bookmark: _LINE__28_4b393314_7b5a_4902_84c5_7e3c8f][bookmark: _LINE__29_09d04a8d_0eb9_40ec_aec0_730389][bookmark: _LINE__30_629aa406_09f0_4a3a_94d8_b7e961]D.  "Submerged operations" means an operational type that primarily involves the suspension of the principal aquaculture gear below the ocean surface where that gear is not connected to a major floating structure on the ocean surface and does not come in contact with the ocean bottom.  The principal aquaculture gear for submerged operations, which may be connected to surface buoys in a manner designed to maintain the position of the gear in the water column and above the ocean bottom, includes, but is not limited to, seaweed or shellfish longlines, shellfish cages, shellfish lantern nets or pearl nets, scallop gear, hanging lines or shellfish spat collectors.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__64ecc9be_d1f2_4447][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b3bcfe9e_2c33_4e86_ab81_9][bookmark: _PAR__2_5049c571_41f1_40d5_8a34_f230c6dd][bookmark: _LINE__7_edef2e54_5412_42d2_84bc_6ae21ed][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__194bfe89_5e2f_44c4][bookmark: _LINE__8_5e3d7bbf_01ef_4808_8b42_78279d5]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §6072, sub-§5-A, as amended by PL 2003, c. 660, Pt. A, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2b983fe4_9aa8_489a_8801][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__680a13c0_c9a6_44c3_b121_35b][bookmark: _PAR__3_4c74557c_2d8d_4b12_ad3c_76485c82][bookmark: _LINE__9_f6707b95_1a61_4235_b19b_83be22d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__911ab7b3_d6d5_4c6d_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2f1352a3_fd80_42dd_846][bookmark: _LINE__10_9e9c094d_b2b0_4b57_9ad4_daa9ff][bookmark: _LINE__11_e908cd37_9e3f_415c_b74e_38f58a][bookmark: _LINE__12_524559b5_71fb_4a8c_b747_500476][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dbb5a1f0_293f_4d63_9f][bookmark: _LINE__13_cee999d7_86a5_449c_9080_0360f1][bookmark: _LINE__14_f12aa454_a1fe_4744_8c44_2622d3][bookmark: _LINE__15_ebe95068_a2e9_4e1d_a578_329587][bookmark: _LINE__16_ff13ca69_73b0_4acc_ac57_241315][bookmark: _LINE__17_c8b38bb8_6a4e_4ca7_a1c6_9261ef][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8518f432_084f_4a20_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__99851d46_170c_4231_81][bookmark: _LINE__18_1e60a94f_15ab_4dbb_a727_cafa2d][bookmark: _LINE__19_d4f6b1a8_d0b6_4cd8_b471_429159][bookmark: _LINE__20_ed68a490_a68a_43ef_b00c_6e8d98][bookmark: _LINE__21_2a07bbc4_c94e_4288_bffd_019af7][bookmark: _LINE__22_ec9dace1_4092_4b9d_95f2_d9bc5b][bookmark: _LINE__23_5d28e19a_44e3_4029_ad91_1af70c][bookmark: _LINE__24_e0339c93_d8ad_4249_83d5_b11419][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__915b6ffd_611d_4b44_898][bookmark: _LINE__25_7c2aa25a_f6b1_47c7_9053_aef219]5-A.  Department site review.  Prior to the lease hearing, the department shall conduct an assessment of the proposed site and surrounding area to determine the possible effects of the lease on commercially and ecologically significant flora and fauna and conflicts with traditional fisheries and all other uses.  If the department requires a video recording of the site or other information collected through a site dive as part of the assessment under this subsection and the applicant is required to pay the cost associated with the site dive, the department shall allow the applicant to contract with any qualified 3rd-party entity to conduct the site dive and may not require the site dive to be conducted by a 3rd-party entity selected by the department. This information The information from the assessment must be provided to the intervenors and made available to the public 30 days before the hearing. As part of the site review, the department shall request information from the municipal harbor master about designated or traditional storm anchorages in proximity to the proposed lease.  The commissioner may by rule establish levels of assessment appropriate to the scale or potential environmental risk posed by a proposed lease activity.  The rules must provide a method of establishing a baseline to monitor the environmental effects of a lease activity.  Rules adopted under this subsection are major substantive rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__90fc9c51_52e4_4cb5_9e50][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d103bef3_2534_48fe_a257_ffba][bookmark: _PAR__5_8bf78c98_1cdb_4ee0_b5fb_25a69dda][bookmark: _LINE__17_4f0fdd6a_9746_48d5_8d20_800a48][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2383fd4b_cf9f_45bc_bc7][bookmark: _LINE__18_d9cecd5c_6e3d_4b66_82ba_4b3857]B.  The modification will not cause the operational type of the aquaculture operation to change from bottom operations or submerged operations to surface operations; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ca195d07_0f63_4a6a_befa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__88d51802_a7e4_4d89_ab73_faa4][bookmark: _PAR__6_08f15f2c_0baf_4026_b1a0_f84208c5][bookmark: _LINE__19_716c2e80_68de_48da_be4c_ebafad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9e87232_8536_42d0_a61][bookmark: _LINE__20_a8068085_60bd_4a9b_8395_ab5f50]C.  The modification will not cause the operational type of the aquaculture operation to change from bottom operations to submerged operations. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bbcd458a_bc74_4c0b_bcec_fe7b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e4f810c7_9016_4ba2_8f7][bookmark: _PAR__7_22c47062_9024_492c_bd2c_11a1bb77][bookmark: _LINE__21_911fe866_7bf4_4838_94cb_430873][bookmark: _LINE__22_fdace3e9_5762_4722_a9e5_3873cd][bookmark: _LINE__23_bf126e63_1117_4f9a_9b85_64ee3f]The department shall adopt rules to implement this subsection.  Rules adopted by the department pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e095f7db_6d0a_496a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0deae10e_c7ce_45f6_b611_6][bookmark: _PAR__8_84a76c53_381d_482f_b434_d934ad7d][bookmark: _LINE__24_3d8ee6f1_63d8_49ed_9180_91fd0b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__db28c854_ec0e_4544]Sec. 7.  12 MRSA §6080, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b9ffee77_1cff_4a7e_9439][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ad292e06_da52_4082_8d0e_166][bookmark: _PAR__9_baa603ee_87bf_4469_b8b1_478605c0][bookmark: _LINE__25_0e79b073_a1b1_4c49_9d8e_cd0a55][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__49eaf60f_ddf1_4ace_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e520aa61_7e03_486b_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1af6297c_8ff8_47e2_837][bookmark: _LINE__26_c4cea2d0_dac3_4808_ac6c_8f65ff][bookmark: _LINE__27_d91e815f_dceb_4fef_bfde_2068ca][bookmark: _LINE__28_baed3b5c_0f16_48ce_9854_182258][bookmark: _LINE__29_ae04004c_88a1_4ec3_b86a_36fb4d][bookmark: _LINE__30_b8bc5e3f_8401_4aff_98ae_f8d184][bookmark: _LINE__31_2721957f_3078_462d_9b6e_afcef6]8.  Subcommittee established.  The chair and vice-chair of the council shall establish and appoint council members to a subcommittee of the council to study and address equity issues for persons seeking to enter the aquaculture industry and seeking to access aquaculture grants; issues encountered by small aquaculture facilities; and methods of ensuring the aquaculture industry is inclusive and representative of the State as a whole.  The subcommittee shall report its findings and any recommendations to the council in a manner directed by the chair and vice-chair.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__3fb9653c_bf6b][bookmark: _PAR__10_7d4a3ca5_afae_4164_b20b_8598efb][bookmark: _LINE__32_db822e2c_878e_4263_8d38_120c6f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fcc69816_4c0e_45dc][bookmark: _LINE__33_4b3d5265_983f_4835_811e_d8ef02][bookmark: _LINE__34_573d8615_7263_443d_b532_f34e14][bookmark: _LINE__35_012d99dd_f97e_4e05_b45c_d92805][bookmark: _LINE__36_ebe977de_90e7_4b82_96a0_554359][bookmark: _LINE__37_5ebbba03_9772_4592_af59_598d14][bookmark: _LINE__38_5465816c_2096_42c4_8775_a734c9]Sec. 8.  Department of Marine Resources; shellfish hatchery guidelines.  The Department of Marine Resources shall establish guidelines for the operation and administration of shellfish hatcheries that receive state funding and that are operated by tribal governments or by nonprofit organizations or other nongovernmental entities.  The department shall make the guidelines established pursuant to this section available to those entities and to the public and shall take all reasonable actions to ensure compliance with the guidelines by those entities.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__3cdb7245_cf3c_4f96_b025_14df78][bookmark: _PAR__11_fe59c301_5f40_4d7b_86e8_8bea7a6][bookmark: _LINE__39_6e2c6e16_fc6e_49cd_969e_347669]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__12_fcf2d2ed_da0d_477d_8cec_8ae4ef1][bookmark: _LINE__40_a1cf03be_5e8e_43cf_a5ba_f39287]This bill amends the aquaculture laws as follows.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_e834cdce_d20c_4263_90a8_08540e0][bookmark: _LINE__41_c840c5b3_b3f5_45d7_a2ed_93e627][bookmark: _LINE__42_e25b5ce9_e67e_4a52_b420_79cd72][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__74b9d559_8902_489e_bd21_a6a][bookmark: _PAGE__4_6eea81a9_e9be_4ea3_8aec_d5aca61][bookmark: _PAR__1_1117c151_578f_4531_a38c_77b4860a][bookmark: _LINE__1_40974b60_94e9_4155_aec9_c34774a][bookmark: _LINE__2_d73d85b1_9234_4b0a_8d63_9b85449][bookmark: _LINE__3_cb2a413b_e70f_4b97_852c_6a3e8e0][bookmark: _LINE__4_eddf7042_db93_448b_a8a1_603a920][bookmark: _LINE__5_71cfef1d_0ebe_474e_9934_e4cd4f4]1.  It defines the operational type of and the principal aquaculture gear used by certain aquaculture operations within 3 different categories: surface operations, submerged operations and bottom operations.  The bill amends the aquaculture lease laws to allow a lease holder, in accordance with rules to be adopted by the Department of Marine Resources, to modify the operational type of the person's aquaculture operation or the design of the principal aquaculture gear used by the person without the need for an amendment to the person's issued lease, as long as certain conditions are met. 
[bookmark: _PAR__2_1684d92f_19ec_41e6_90f2_d8d74d85][bookmark: _LINE__6_d9390f34_e4bc_48ff_bbb9_05518eb][bookmark: _LINE__7_bea0c227_f06f_473a_b97b_eae1463][bookmark: _LINE__8_44b8b3f3_1274_49ce_8ca4_6190a53][bookmark: _LINE__9_5292676b_79ed_4788_b2bb_a280a49][bookmark: _LINE__10_8baacfce_dca7_43eb_ab51_b284c0][bookmark: _LINE__11_fc7d2faf_e63e_40c1_aa0b_508074]2.  It amends the aquaculture lease laws to provide that, if the department requires a video recording or other information to be collected through a site dive of a proposed lease site and the applicant is required to pay the cost associated with the site dive, the department must allow the applicant to contract with any qualified 3rd-party entity to conduct the site dive and may not require the site dive to be conducted by a 3rd-party entity selected by the department.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_abff4688_c617_4a3d_a38d_3cd8227f][bookmark: _LINE__12_7d33870a_9e54_4dc9_a78c_a52b03][bookmark: _LINE__13_d5786af9_6ae2_43e6_94f7_d276cd][bookmark: _LINE__14_e4573b8d_cea8_4226_a83e_46397a][bookmark: _LINE__15_25d6607d_e6d3_48b2_b3c2_576860][bookmark: _LINE__16_b508f63f_e131_4a85_9360_13cd87][bookmark: _LINE__17_197192e4_3e72_4c09_a4c3_993d71]3.  It directs the chair and vice-chair of the Aquaculture Advisory Council established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 6080 to establish and appoint council members to a subcommittee of the council to study and address equity issues for persons seeking to enter the aquaculture industry and seeking to access aquaculture grants; issues encountered by small aquaculture facilities; and methods of ensuring the aquaculture industry is inclusive and representative of the State as a whole.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_422c3423_5d08_4dc1_be41_c837f4b7][bookmark: _LINE__18_14a27431_b5b4_428b_acfb_cbeca3][bookmark: _LINE__19_3e96276c_660c_4fa1_8d8b_261b4b][bookmark: _LINE__20_d1e2c963_182e_45cf_a4a8_12829e][bookmark: _LINE__21_2b5fddf2_f6eb_45ca_be49_a8caf7][bookmark: _LINE__22_fce9e38d_7de5_43ca_a830_37d892]The bill also directs the department to establish guidelines for the operation and administration of shellfish hatcheries that receive state funding and that are operated by nonprofit organizations, tribal governments and other nongovernmental entities.  The department must make those guidelines available to those entities and to the public and must take all reasonable actions to ensure compliance with the guidelines by those entities.
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