130th Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding the Solicitation of Contracts for Distributed Resources That Use Renewable Energy
L.D. 
An Act Regarding the Solicitation of Contracts for Distributed Resources That Use Renewable Energy
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4b32a7f4_4d8c_4c8e_8249_e37d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bcf6d9c7_555f_47bb_874][bookmark: _PAR__6_eda69233_5545_4f68_9f2b_64f2a841][bookmark: _LINE__8_883773d7_cb07_4914_bd68_07273a5][bookmark: _LINE__9_ace044b7_aca8_4dcc_b73b_23b1cb2][bookmark: _LINE__10_509cd929_9fcf_4b19_8676_20e7c2][bookmark: _LINE__11_df61e203_4d9a_4b3d_9026_53947a][bookmark: _LINE__12_029516ec_c128_4233_aa99_109649][bookmark: _LINE__13_7f5863d0_5998_48e7_90cd_ee01e9]The commission shall direct investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to enter into contracts for distributed resources pursuant to this section.  For purposes of this section, "distributed resource" means an electric generating facility that uses a renewable fuel or technology under section 3210, subsection 2, paragraph B-3, regardless of the facility's power production capacity, and is located in the service territory of a transmission and distribution utility in the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d7ad39d1_6716_4cfe_89b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d4fd1cb6_c406_4d8d_8dd0_881][bookmark: _PAR__7_c286f75e_57de_4e69_a545_e8805f32][bookmark: _LINE__14_8d95b2b7_6d50_4d77_9944_a0b2cc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e68078ff_20c3_4f4f_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b367d8cd_6abd_4d18_a1e][bookmark: _LINE__15_e18b9a48_d2e4_4b2e_90f4_f2ad94][bookmark: _LINE__16_1ca894a4_90a3_45ed_877b_420922][bookmark: _LINE__17_1372d6a9_71f7_497b_8eb7_422aba][bookmark: _LINE__18_886857a9_6448_4abb_9a88_de83ce][bookmark: _LINE__19_79cb4dba_68d9_4e5d_87b0_f98483][bookmark: _LINE__20_aa24b6fe_cb17_4561_acb3_cdc170][bookmark: _LINE__21_303de01d_549f_46b8_85b5_d3ba5a][bookmark: _LINE__22_2222b311_e8de_4daa_aff4_4d00f4][bookmark: _LINE__23_8f944ce5_ae24_4e22_ac7e_5ff364][bookmark: _LINE__24_50f0d9eb_8428_4b3d_a39b_fbadd2][bookmark: _LINE__25_f8d0e462_1155_4d4c_a8bb_e83ce4][bookmark: _LINE__26_2e6f6294_339d_4986_bd34_83e72c]1.  Solicitations.  By January 1, 2025, the commission shall select at least 2 competitive solicitations timed to coordinate with other procurements undertaken by the commission. Following a review of the bids received, the commission may negotiate with one or more potential suppliers of distributed resources.  If only one bid is offered, the commission shall ensure that the negotiation with the bidder is based on a full project cost disclosure by the potential supplier.  The commissioner shall negotiate a contract of up to 100 megawatts in capacity that is commercially reasonable and commits all parties to commercially reasonable behavior.  The commission may direct an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility to enter into a contract of up to 375 megawatts if the aggregate of projected costs of all contracts entered into under this section does not exceed the commission's most recent best estimate of the aggregate of costs of long-term contracts under section 3210-G.  If the pricing of one or more competitive bids is equivalent, the commission shall give preference to a project that:
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_44cad49a_934b_4948_be8f_03068824][bookmark: _LINE__2_f3c9527d_6ee1_4122_94e4_45af1b0][bookmark: _LINE__3_f74a9d84_bb34_4a36_b647_3a6454b][bookmark: _LINE__4_957a6363_9d96_48dd_bd38_7ec2d75][bookmark: _LINE__5_1248a706_032c_4f0f_979e_1c03add][bookmark: _LINE__6_d8518b4b_a11e_47e6_a38c_0ebf5e4][bookmark: _LINE__7_17a4c404_4af3_47a4_8dfc_1712095][bookmark: _LINE__8_652fefde_bd65_4858_9db6_cac9b43][bookmark: _LINE__9_d83059ad_0d9a_4df0_b933_c6651e5][bookmark: _LINE__10_7d791aa1_6e3e_4c0f_9bb7_dfbd81][bookmark: _LINE__11_84311bc9_6bdf_4770_bc24_12b873]This bill repeals provisions of law regarding distributed generation of electricity and directs the Public Utilities Commission by January 1, 2025 to solicit bids from suppliers of distributed resources of renewable fuel or technology regardless of power production capacity to enter into contracts with transmission and distribution utilities in whose service territory the suppliers are located.  The Public Utility Commission is required to ensure that all costs and direct financial benefits associated with a contract are allocated to ratepayers and that the amount charged to a ratepayer reflects any price differential that exists at any time during the term of the contract between the contract price and the prevailing market price at which the distributed resource is sold and any other gains or losses derived from the contract.
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