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An Act To Update the Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cbea6843_7def_41dd_89d3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7da155c6_bfe3_48f6_8f1b_f2e][bookmark: _PAR__5_62b6ec91_eb8b_40bb_ad77_f0d6449e][bookmark: _LINE__9_7002ca47_969d_4686_8523_80376ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__88b289ae_57ec_428c_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__49213bd5_d52f_47fa_b78][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__61a7740d_fc3f_4a50_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__385ac785_b067_4f04_8b][bookmark: _LINE__10_c22fe68d_2a3d_4c44_b8e1_e57689][bookmark: _LINE__11_10be66cf_5b74_4674_9443_6f2b9b][bookmark: _LINE__12_9e62fe31_871e_4196_aa60_b54469][bookmark: _LINE__13_9f1874da_90b6_4d9f_bbf3_8189fc][bookmark: _LINE__14_c05cafda_747c_4384_9ef5_d9303a][bookmark: _LINE__15_027c4bf6_b301_4b09_931f_b30783][bookmark: _LINE__16_ff23a0f5_45a4_4d02_b614_232291][bookmark: _LINE__17_b32fb74d_659a_4ed7_8848_dfc314][bookmark: _LINE__18_b0e637e0_2479_4f62_87bc_e393ac][bookmark: _LINE__19_05d56382_4bbc_417d_a938_9d4dbd]8.  Limitations on activities of the authority.  The Except as provided in section 9211-A, the authority may not develop, acquire, fund, coordinate or otherwise undertake any project or make any grant, direct investment or loan under this chapter unless the authority determines that without the authority's action the installation of adequate advanced communications technology infrastructure in an unserved or underserved area would not occur within the same time period.  When providing grants, direct investment or loans for broadband infrastructure investments, the authority shall give preference to those investments that provide the greatest relative improvement to existing broadband service in an unserved or underserved area.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the authority may not provide any wireline, wireless, satellite, voice, data or video service at retail or wholesale.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__149c54f3_285e_498f_8ada][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7f7e645a_3afe_4a15_b23f_7b84][bookmark: _PAR__11_cfa75e8f_b2a5_4734_a979_b0e4646][bookmark: _LINE__32_b02e6745_660f_4609_8677_786a4b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8712b43a_234e_4d54_bd0][bookmark: _LINE__33_165d3e0b_0750_409f_8fa2_82004a]C.  "Fund" means the Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund established in this section.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cb7f71a4_ca0e_4398_9d4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d5abc338_55e0_4754_9524_7bd][bookmark: _PAR__7_1c482701_0f35_4efb_9ba0_afce479a][bookmark: _LINE__18_74afabc0_a6d7_4d24_a95f_e14b8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__37309e06_2672_4a24_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2dc44f9a_4c44_4ee9_bc0][bookmark: _LINE__19_302a45f6_4f20_4620_a54b_9a8f93][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__45f3e73f_97b8_4a8b_96][bookmark: _LINE__20_70ef2ed0_6eb1_42d7_ab9b_91ef0b][bookmark: _LINE__21_addd6bbb_62f8_4a24_abef_a02ff1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d77f5369_a0f5_493b_be][bookmark: _LINE__22_ef2c1e6f_dc4f_4ad1_b79e_d56c83][bookmark: _LINE__23_4d96a7d8_f119_4ff3_9ed4_64d371]3.  Purpose of the fund.  The fund is established to address the need in the State for access to ultra high-speed broadband infrastructure that will enhance the State's competitiveness in national and international economies.  To the extent funds are available, the fund must be used to provide grants to communities, regional partnerships and municipalities to support public-private partnerships to support a municipal gigabit fiber-optic broadband network in their regions with the following goals:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f94eddef_40f7_4cc1_a7d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8c416fe9_2fd7_47cb_8bbf_c02f][bookmark: _PAR__8_390ec492_0843_4866_bb83_4f82db77][bookmark: _LINE__24_2404fc3d_9d4f_43b8_9627_e64594][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7410bad7_a22c_45ea_a85][bookmark: _LINE__25_4d10168b_5fc0_4fec_b592_292743][bookmark: _LINE__26_025f04f4_6fb9_425d_9e9c_2c2f1e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__98d4cfa1_835f_4362_81][bookmark: _LINE__27_d866cc8c_5cd0_470b_8f9b_cefe67]A.  Provide high-speed broadband access to attract, create and grow the State's economy and market the products and services of businesses in the State in national and international markets with ultra high-speed symmetric connectivity and address challenges in geography;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__106e5234_fc28_4b8a_9280][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b2aada05_c126_4c24_aac6_4896][bookmark: _PAR__11_ecacc970_bfee_4cd5_9151_a1b2c18][bookmark: _LINE__33_df9fd27d_7502_4a76_852b_744e9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ae3e4a43_0553_4de0_821][bookmark: _LINE__34_d0c141db_74ce_4893_82d4_3d3ee0][bookmark: _LINE__35_4dc1829f_42bf_46b2_8ab2_b825d4]D.  Facilitate broader access for the public to services provided by municipal and county governments, including, but not limited to, law enforcement entities, the judicial system and child, youth and family social services; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__434162a4_237e_4d1f_a2e1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__225ce891_2334_4d9c_9f1f_ab64][bookmark: _PAR__12_8f08c853_f4e0_4293_88e0_9000653][bookmark: _LINE__36_46a374ce_ca92_428d_aa4e_7e7b63][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__83d66d98_2e8f_4468_88b]E.  Provide expanded residential services to support employment opportunities.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f962d772_90e1_46ca_a0b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e9bc602a_68ab_43a8_bf4b_c6fb][bookmark: _PAR__13_ff28fc94_4f2c_45a9_a40c_a8b61ef][bookmark: _LINE__37_ca622fca_7ab5_47ee_9746_462778][bookmark: _LINE__38_0e3a2198_9517_4261_8e99_770e5f][bookmark: _LINE__39_c186e902_1640_4c95_a3da_6d8bbc][bookmark: _LINE__40_6c5faf72_6279_47d2_946b_ea9cc1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7e093a88_8bb5_42d7_93]In order to facilitate the achievement of the goals and policies of this section, the authority shall establish and regularly update, after opportunity for public comment and taking into consideration relevant federal policies, definitions of "gigabit fiber-optic broadband network" and "ultra high-speed broadband infrastructure."
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__78d6764c_8d85_4dcf_80bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1b0fd1c9_4b29_4071_8fee_688f][bookmark: _PAR__3_52f70baa_eebc_4312_b96f_99a411d9][bookmark: _LINE__6_e4f7bb75_d5bd_4a06_951c_ce3bb70][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3816086b_d4b0_405a_831][bookmark: _LINE__7_357e1041_6eed_4719_a27d_dc241ee][bookmark: _LINE__8_16b2495d_d9ac_4ac4_87f1_5a59ba3]B.  An implementation grant may be awarded only to an applicant that has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the authority that it has a viable plan identical or similar to one created in accordance with subsections 5, 6 and 7.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6f4bf5ad_b956_44df_9516][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8be2b9d0_e508_4479_b3c1_643c][bookmark: _PAR__4_b4eb1ca2_4ca8_419a_9095_9617183d][bookmark: _LINE__9_d38782c7_d2fe_4fc1_aef1_5f938ea][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__54237852_8d71_4c67_a22][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__67ebe6f2_1299_40ed_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__740a36a0_9d0e_4e40_9e][bookmark: _LINE__10_df3552ba_cf82_4917_beb1_e3a536]C.  Municipalities An applicant selected for funding must be required to provide a 25% cash match.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a9496afb_6255_451e_b484][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b2c5d659_45cb_4af2_8bfb_ead1][bookmark: _PAR__5_d77ca36b_5554_495c_b4bb_4a04616b][bookmark: _LINE__11_5b69af16_0ecd_427e_a924_0593a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fdacba49_1d3f_49bc_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f67cfc4_6e8c_4f29_a44][bookmark: _LINE__12_68a7034e_e112_4020_b3b2_71b874]D.  ConnectMaine funds may not be used to fund more than 50% of the total cost of a project.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d233839d_eba8_4cb1_ac5b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__22984237_5232_4707_beae_a4d8][bookmark: _PAR__6_7e046b53_ba8a_4322_8994_2746dbf7][bookmark: _LINE__13_9964a0aa_f4f7_4243_947f_709b23][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0a908ce5_2a97_46dd_9f4][bookmark: _LINE__14_6d14add0_dbe7_475b_85b3_f5f239][bookmark: _LINE__15_953a2a5b_d5c3_4424_b5cd_3d9e07][bookmark: _LINE__16_45b3c433_5c26_45c6_8f02_900db9]E.  An applicant must demonstrate either that no more than one Internet service provider already offers symmetrical high-speed Internet to a majority of the premises to be served or that the grant will be used to construct or expand an open-access network.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3216b12b_81f9_4716_a66c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9bd2619e_3233_49c3_8930_637][bookmark: _PAR__7_62cac543_ca9c_4def_9f81_85b54679][bookmark: _LINE__17_fb579c28_bd5c_42b6_aabb_ab60ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2444d608_2d32_4f2d_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__27fd32f1_92f4_4f95_ada][bookmark: _LINE__18_c2d873b7_2cd0_4224_b82f_5827f2][bookmark: _LINE__19_e6678373_4932_408c_bd36_190e5e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__50d14580_0369_4219_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d4190d21_42cf_430b_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d9efe343_314f_48cb_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a13e938b_7bdb_4779_9b][bookmark: _LINE__20_71047891_8820_4e2c_bc46_a69850][bookmark: _LINE__21_835c0844_a518_42d6_918a_a02785][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dd79033c_cb1e_4b33_81][bookmark: _LINE__22_744fab65_cd44_4d5f_85f4_26c94e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9dedcfaf_2844_46b5_b5][bookmark: _LINE__23_900fef32_e171_487b_8d5e_c4c3fc][bookmark: _LINE__24_821b4bca_ea33_4c1b_a6ff_94057d][bookmark: _LINE__25_2f3e29ee_c3be_4f8d_95d3_a7b927][bookmark: _LINE__26_859bdb7d_5789_4ed6_ad39_345a00][bookmark: _LINE__27_d8b2d92a_a07a_4286_9e30_9ead4d]5.  Planning grants; requirements for applicants.  In order to assist applicants with completion of the planning process necessary to achieve the goals of this section, to the extent funds are available, the authority shall may award planning grants of up to $20,000 for community applicants and up to $25,000 for regional partnerships and municipalities, which require a cash match applicants that meet the cash match and other application requirements for the award of planning grants, as established by the authority.  The authority shall establish application requirements for planning grants for community and regional applicants that require an applicant to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the authority participation with public and private institutions and local businesses in the development of the grant process.  Municipal applicants must provide the authority with the following information:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__94ea1c55_d710_4f8b_bc07][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c546bf1c_3ff6_4f7d_b7f7_8017][bookmark: _PAR__8_f3728b31_8bf8_4e4d_88d6_e9dd1bf9][bookmark: _LINE__28_36c26fab_5c99_498c_a140_d98521][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__01dfc03d_ff9a_424b_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7a97e575_fe3f_4941_a4a][bookmark: _LINE__29_9ba48e37_94bb_449c_be92_482e72]A.  A plan that identifies how the municipality will use ultra high-speed broadband access to fulfill the economic goals of the municipality;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9796244c_907b_427b_9ef7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c7e4c131_839e_4b3d_a868_fd26][bookmark: _PAR__9_eaf95bd9_bda9_4eae_a7dc_409d33b1][bookmark: _LINE__30_d3596a2d_8a69_4b36_a1c7_f2edf7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__83170da2_fbe7_42e0_a12][bookmark: _LINE__31_a92e32a7_9204_42ed_bd07_cac387]B.  A written commitment to nondiscriminatory open access to the broadband infrastructure by all parties involved in the grant;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9c162c7c_c8fd_456f_b797][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__12d615c8_86a3_4f82_9811_f001][bookmark: _PAR__10_322deb4f_1d24_4e93_aced_839650f][bookmark: _LINE__32_85def438_d83f_4f58_afb0_3b38bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f6d9086d_f412_47c2_9c6][bookmark: _LINE__33_f5495cd7_1553_4865_9045_b4b5c8]C.  A written summary of public forums used to gather information from the public in establishing the goals for the grant that serve the goals of this section;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6be31b7c_fbb7_465e_b853][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e8e6a375_94f3_48b0_94d5_1f1d][bookmark: _PAR__11_71d6d2c4_ebd8_487b_8a47_fafde0d][bookmark: _LINE__34_4328bf05_8682_440b_a06c_41f7ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bd317c08_adbb_4d7b_a45][bookmark: _LINE__35_cb763ae9_5959_47cc_85ea_85df7f][bookmark: _LINE__36_84be818f_ba3d_44aa_837d_d5cb61]D.  Information gathered from local public and private institutions that identifies how the broadband services will expand access to state and local services identified under subsection 3; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__90be9b6b_9b49_440c_8908][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a7a15e9c_f2cb_4ec1_9d3d_3d91][bookmark: _PAR__12_634bd5f8_a7be_4560_a23d_d90c23f][bookmark: _LINE__37_9dfa3241_c769_4320_81b4_474823][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__76a6baa5_76da_47ad_bd3][bookmark: _LINE__38_9bef0e30_7830_4de0_919a_d07b15]E.  A summary of input received from the business community to identify the services that will be used in planning the implementation grant application.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__24758ad6_7033_40ee_954a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__dc192d86_43b6_4a76_b659_8fa][bookmark: _PAR__13_226c0f49_08f0_40d8_8123_c886f42][bookmark: _LINE__39_6094721d_6983_4e79_be91_ddbf2b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__86c77926_0f03_4b40_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3fe1590a_c76e_41cf_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ba26cbe7_4ca2_4933_b07][bookmark: _LINE__40_4f6572ca_14a7_4075_b09a_6fa1b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8d62f9d0_7616_4087_b3]6.  Planning grant report requirements.  An applicant awarded a planning grant under subsection 5 must provide to the authority, at a minimum:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e839ef98_b0b2_4a61_a77d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e7fa7c2a_e0d4_4447_aa9f_abae][bookmark: _PAR__14_2b4f1839_f9bb_4288_88dc_3159582][bookmark: _LINE__41_53126034_8ae7_4766_b2c4_902cb4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b8b42441_a649_41c4_97b]A.  Identification of the local broadband needs and goals;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__931c948d_4f90_4b7c_8201][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bd6650bd_abac_4a44_b35f_979f][bookmark: _PAGE__4_bc878f20_8a5a_4076_8df4_5482984][bookmark: _PAR__1_7e71f13b_8430_4d1c_909c_56164d6b][bookmark: _LINE__1_91fcf05a_beac_49d1_a76f_ac4412b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5e6b0c44_9a1b_4809_a14][bookmark: _LINE__2_595167d2_df96_405b_8380_fc98363]B.  An inventory of existing broadband infrastructure assets within the municipality, municipalities or region;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c92a64b9_a237_486d_be17][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__df8290c5_56cd_4c6f_942b_8395][bookmark: _PAR__2_e238465c_a846_4fa5_a8d7_6882711f][bookmark: _LINE__3_adb9701f_6878_466d_82b3_74e48ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2594d167_7dac_49b3_b1d][bookmark: _LINE__4_87bdf19d_e190_4dc4_ba39_8e8eb9e]C.  The results of a gap analysis that defines the additional broadband infrastructure necessary to meet identified needs and goals;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__86939ac2_fc97_463d_aa6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4d3eda01_1790_4bcb_8958_fee4][bookmark: _PAR__3_381eb668_96a9_4287_ac9a_8d39050f][bookmark: _LINE__5_c9889229_c142_489e_903c_c55e588][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__47892071_9819_4f80_9d7][bookmark: _LINE__6_a288c844_76cc_4294_b8cf_bfa3511][bookmark: _LINE__7_b7122023_f35b_4703_8c80_97fb925][bookmark: _LINE__8_c581b51d_9ca8_4d19_a83e_c0d9582][bookmark: _LINE__9_486129b1_0a94_445b_a75a_aa0e0b5]D.  One or more potential network designs, cost estimates, operating models and potential business models, based on input from broadband providers operating within the municipality, municipalities or region and any other parties that submit a network design solution, to address any broadband gaps identified in the analysis described in paragraph C; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e146d868_330e_4943_b007][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6ad1de7a_520e_4310_84da_f537][bookmark: _PAR__4_0a6eeb3b_bd5a_4a1a_aba2_2b8a605f][bookmark: _LINE__10_cd2c1d55_8960_4710_bc60_98b87b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9a3b18f1_0e17_4451_81e][bookmark: _LINE__11_6090c80d_63be_4ea7_aa6d_36c1a8][bookmark: _LINE__12_8f2cdc65_4404_4a0d_8e22_52c206]E.  An assessment of all existing municipal procedures, policies, rules and ordinances that may have the effect of delaying or increasing the cost of broadband infrastructure deployment.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ec8f672_c2b1_42dc_85df][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__296778e0_85fe_4264_890a_78a][bookmark: _PAR__5_a1f4094a_933a_4a9b_bebf_61b694fe][bookmark: _LINE__13_9886298c_006a_4d6d_be32_dd0a7a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b0014909_3f09_4640_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__70af2eed_637c_4b6f_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d343e185_e457_4cc0_acd][bookmark: _LINE__14_ff666e22_b92a_49ea_842a_750718][bookmark: _LINE__15_b265bedc_54da_4360_b7f1_6edb7a][bookmark: _LINE__16_5d5d8f09_8824_4dab_9ba7_6e5124]7.  Cash match for planning grants; restrictions.  The cash match required from the applicant for a planning grant under subsection 5 may consist of municipal appropriations, private funds, funding from economic development entities and funding from nonprofit entities.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0760ae76_adb4_4942_9a85][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1399bd35_10ea_4c58_96fc_d6b][bookmark: _PAR__6_95cb573c_1ef3_45ca_a72b_905d1200][bookmark: _LINE__17_82f87897_cdd2_4960_97fd_31451b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__76da2f19_4f8b_482b_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__759533a0_b77f_4a92_b56][bookmark: _LINE__18_09572d54_c7fe_4c07_81ee_1ff0ec][bookmark: _LINE__19_f27f29c4_1c57_4f0d_a72e_0a61a3][bookmark: _LINE__20_51a71e8e_f1e2_4063_93cd_a281cb]8.  Technical assistance; contract for services.  The authority may provide technical assistance to applicants that request assistance with the grant application process.  The authority may contract for services to assist in the administration, management and evaluation of the fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0231afb_f327_4d2e_b3f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7942b24e_0526_482c_b2c8_870][bookmark: _PAR__7_3fdc8dc0_084a_4925_83ef_4f7ae18f][bookmark: _LINE__21_6af29ba5_ce80_46b0_a5b7_5fa430][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dde3db2d_a83d_448a_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4c65974c_9a5e_4904_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8e40e949_1651_4ea0_9b9][bookmark: _LINE__22_085ed83f_d03c_4a70_9f83_3591cf][bookmark: _LINE__23_02657927_098c_465a_8598_bbd290][bookmark: _LINE__24_8b5327ad_0e63_459e_934c_296b07]9.  Rules; application procedure.  The authority shall adopt rules to implement this section, including rules governing the application process for the fund.  Rules adopted under this subsection are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__204cfcd9_8429_40ba_87fc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c621dbe7_d6c0_49fa_8cd8_f99][bookmark: _PAR__8_b79fe455_c46f_46fc_869e_2894ce2a][bookmark: _LINE__25_1dcd4e6f_c47b_4aae_bb80_647c30][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__08635bc9_83c7_403c_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1ecc7876_2aff_46b0_ba3][bookmark: _LINE__26_c4313a13_b2d9_436c_ac45_a58405][bookmark: _LINE__27_d805a154_ecb7_40e9_aece_a5480f][bookmark: _LINE__28_bb463bbb_413d_4297_9fec_3755d7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__95af6fb0_9d54_4b80_88][bookmark: _LINE__29_1507ffce_9e99_44bb_a2b1_4d71ae]10.  Report.  Beginning December 15, 2016, the authority shall provide an annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utility matters on the grants distributed from the fund and an analysis of the fund's activities that have addressed the need for expansion of ultra high-speed broadband access in the State.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__1a0c48d2_3332_45de_b900_a8bbe5][bookmark: _PAR__9_dde7e348_6ec6_406c_a01e_b503f384][bookmark: _LINE__30_44b2431b_a4b6_4fdd_90ac_4729e9]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_623a74e4_ab3c_45b5_bc2b_c0aa055][bookmark: _LINE__31_492a8f69_2786_4c1f_9956_216f57][bookmark: _LINE__32_2de081e2_024d_4dea_a46c_55dedc][bookmark: _LINE__33_a57a884f_bc38_4adf_aa04_eb31d8][bookmark: _LINE__34_8c118697_aa1e_4b10_811d_f8cdb5][bookmark: _LINE__35_c825bae5_a9c1_4091_b87e_6ddc2a]This bill amends the Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund, which is a fund administered by the ConnectMaine Authority to address the need in Maine to access ultra high-speed broadband infrastructure through the provision of grants to communities, regional partnerships and municipalities to support a municipal gigabit fiber-optic broadband network.  This bill makes the following changes to the fund:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_8b847bf3_5a5e_4f46_a886_c55d6ef][bookmark: _LINE__36_615e3c12_4ed8_4ae0_b8e8_04b079]1.  It limits the grants to a municipality or group of municipalities;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_eca44962_9e44_436a_b8fa_d632fe0][bookmark: _LINE__37_99f9e92f_ff59_41bf_b4ac_46da9e][bookmark: _LINE__38_b44026dd_8de0_45e7_8594_42cdf9][bookmark: _LINE__39_b86c3e7e_a874_44c0_a4aa_849672][bookmark: _LINE__40_1a32bdbf_9205_4ada_b23e_9d57fd][bookmark: _LINE__41_18d22268_99af_467c_8ef9_b83b63]2.  It provides definitions of "gigabit fiber-optic network," "symmetrical high-speed Internet" and "open-access network" and requires the authority, beginning in 2025, to establish minimum upload and download speeds for a symmetrical high-speed Internet at least equal to the minimum upload and download speeds available to a majority of urban census blocks in the United States;
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_9b2ddf6e_95ad_465f_bf16_4a255e1][bookmark: _PAR__1_aabc39ab_161d_4163_aca1_d034662b][bookmark: _LINE__1_bdad7a4b_4b22_4bab_bab7_9bbdb63][bookmark: _LINE__2_16472c72_72ce_4a18_a09e_62952b2]3.  It removes the cap on the amount of the grant, but limits the amount of ConnectMaine funds that may be used to 50% of the total cost of a project; 
[bookmark: _PAR__2_3075c0de_70cc_4d13_b8d9_b58c6f8e][bookmark: _LINE__3_960cb6de_818b_49c0_aac7_c616588][bookmark: _LINE__4_fa3069ad_8385_4913_9001_c1b53eb][bookmark: _LINE__5_68158930_c5dd_4105_bb57_5fec968]4.  It maintains the requirement that a municipality provide at least a 25% cash match but provides that the cash match may not consist of funds from a source other than the municipality; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_886408b9_5e17_4779_90ef_c36cc491][bookmark: _LINE__6_05a8695b_a90a_495c_938f_7b4e91e][bookmark: _LINE__7_67825858_f0cb_4570_9e2e_9006acb]5.  It removes specific reporting requirements for applicants, instead requiring them to meet application requirements established by the authority.
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