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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__f88932e3_1c47][bookmark: _PAR__4_ec2a0a3a_05e2_4143_899d_fc0e4303][bookmark: _LINE__10_e8bda758_3db2_45ea_93bb_85ec7e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__faf64cd6_968e_4350][bookmark: _LINE__11_33cc519d_3794_40b5_98bd_637f7b][bookmark: _LINE__12_605bf07f_dc73_462a_859d_0efb09][bookmark: _LINE__13_3ee6c19a_4d4c_4b3e_8b83_e2935f][bookmark: _LINE__14_d2ec42f2_e71b_4073_bacf_41a068][bookmark: _LINE__15_48937500_5007_4004_93b2_5848cf]Sec. 2. Budget provisions review.  By January 1, 2026, the Department of Administrative and Financial Services shall review the provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 149 and submit legislation to the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs by January 15, 2026 making necessary changes to statute to facilitate the submission of a budget for fiscal years 2027-28 and 2028-29 that includes zero-based budgeting based on the following conditions:
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_4fcecb1d_c5a3_48d3_abf3_1d1094fc][bookmark: _LINE__22_a9f79877_8707_4210_9911_8e7f08][bookmark: _LINE__23_b5297b1e_3b89_48b0_a167_8f9f99][bookmark: _LINE__24_38b384a1_c637_4904_88ec_06c858][bookmark: _LINE__25_31ab203f_4d0e_4d79_a2a1_e4c6f4]4. Requiring the provision of alternative funding and budget recommendations for agencies that, at a minimum, require recommendations from each agency outlining 5% and 10% funding reduction proposals during years when the agency is not submitting a zero‑based budget.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_97a6e7aa_3da5_41ef_9933_24b1c491][bookmark: _LINE__26_73505b00_2b18_421f_bccd_9d420d][bookmark: _LINE__27_18745a24_c3ac_4a19_89e3_32c235]The joint standing committee may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature based on the legislation submitted by the department.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_26de6704_7c83_4438_bcb4_aa223fb][bookmark: _LINE__29_fcfd0190_36f0_431a_ad3a_ad15be][bookmark: _LINE__30_67288272_3c11_4c3d_8cf7_7af1e8][bookmark: _LINE__31_91a0ffaf_b2d1_42db_ba6b_d8c896][bookmark: _LINE__32_338c0d7f_ca16_478a_9835_207526][bookmark: _LINE__33_747359be_a079_4bbb_84dc_154c57][bookmark: _LINE__34_b17110b9_4e20_4060_a849_301165]The bill requires the development of a new budgeting system in which agencies would be subject to zero-based budgeting every 10 years and in the interim years be subject to review and alternative budget requirements.  The bill also requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to submit legislation facilitating a zero-based budget to the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and authorizes the committee to report out a bill based on the department's submission.
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