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An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory Committee Concerning Fees Charged for Responding to Public Records Requests
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__0817669d_64b5_4a26_ad3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__9b90ea78_2f1a_4b2d_86a7_e7cc5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__289e93d0_eeb6_4ee4_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_d607971d_a4af_4ef5_928f_2cfdca7][bookmark: _PAR__1_562b9598_eeff_4df2_93b9_4db88fd8][bookmark: _LINE__1_8f6111a3_a77b_438d_ad2e_6b99738]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__deb84b11_aba5_4241][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6a0732bf_6773_4a66_aedb_7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__76aeb8ad_ce6c_4f1f_b6][bookmark: _PAR__2_0c859469_234d_4d76_b919_6fad3e1e][bookmark: _LINE__2_72add1c4_0c87_45c0_992e_572fb11][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7a6b0e19_1781_4f66][bookmark: _LINE__3_950999aa_6d00_41ed_87b2_deefdbf]Sec. 1.  1 MRSA §408-A, sub-§8, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 662, §5, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_cf5ed890_b2c1_4839_8ece_ffb46c84][bookmark: _LINE__17_a02bda08_70dd_49b9_8f57_edccf0][bookmark: _LINE__18_3751fcb4_db30_42c6_8205_62665c][bookmark: _LINE__19_7881536b_2a17_49e9_9405_aac5a4]This bill implements recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory Committee concerning the fees that an agency or official may charge to cover the costs of responding to public records requests.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_c94a8a99_9d38_4da1_83d9_5b9454f][bookmark: _LINE__20_b0f82c5b_c884_425f_88c9_a9b076]The bill does the following.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_25ba6325_b3db_4d8b_b57e_f70970d][bookmark: _LINE__21_ce32ee3c_a073_44e0_991b_5c2348][bookmark: _LINE__22_7bdf3078_56dc_400a_b99a_4c6dd7][bookmark: _LINE__23_6f78b0c6_7ee5_49ca_b12e_4b18aa]1.  It extends the time period for which an agency or official may not charge a fee for searching for, retrieving and compiling a requested public record from the first hour of staff time per request to the first 2 hours of staff time per request.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c7ae0f44_3b7a_4627_b310_33bda47][bookmark: _LINE__24_611102f8_be65_4435_bd00_e6a617][bookmark: _LINE__25_430d7421_5b09_469a_aa7e_3d7336][bookmark: _LINE__26_c83049aa_9908_4fff_8a36_8f3e46]2.  It increases the fee that may be charged after the first 2 hours of staff time per request for searching for, retrieving and compiling a requested public record from not more than $15 per hour to not more than $25 per hour. 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_24010f1e_7f22_4209_aa03_2e3bfd3][bookmark: _LINE__27_b4fc40e6_9a61_48a0_93ae_82fb7c]3.  It specifies that an agency may retain any fee or cost charged.
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