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L.D. 
An Act to Establish a Qualifying Condition Review Board to Provide Benefits to Certain Service Members
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2014dd75_04d7_41f5_91cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0fd2fdec_1742_43da_b629_b43][bookmark: _PAR__12_c66cbcdb_1f04_4d53_b550_f4f3687][bookmark: _LINE__18_b1541307_1f07_44e9_906b_10beb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3777afea_d579_4f54_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__46536531_c091_4321_b7e][bookmark: _LINE__19_d956ce19_4f8e_4d53_945c_0ee533][bookmark: _LINE__20_5f378515_3211_4a3a_936d_d4a4ae][bookmark: _LINE__21_a41d0961_7817_4239_9314_cccecb][bookmark: _LINE__22_38e18e58_61f9_4d91_b37e_7adcf8][bookmark: _LINE__23_ce687bec_0d3f_43dd_9a74_dc5068]3. Board composition; terms; chair; compensation; meetings.  The director shall appoint 3 members to serve on the board.  Members of the board serve a term of 3 years. The director shall appoint a member to fill a vacancy on the board.  The director shall designate one of the members as the chair of the board.  The members of the board serve without compensation. The board shall meet at least monthly or as often as determined to be necessary by the chair of the board.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__33274ac6_756a_4d1f_89ab_0422][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ffe083fe_824a_4dba_beb][bookmark: _PAR__18_fc8f6aa0_040c_4073_b736_5f773e7][bookmark: _LINE__34_eafd6ce0_163a_4bda_a888_f616e5][bookmark: _LINE__35_034865c9_43f5_4d3b_893a_e49c40][bookmark: _LINE__36_a515e41c_308a_41b8_8ad9_296778]The bureau shall prescribe an application form to be used for purposes of this subsection and make that form available on the bureau's publicly accessible website along with instructions for filing the application.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8f0e5866_83a0_4642_b0a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9445ee35_2d37_41f0_82ec_a87][bookmark: _PAR__19_916c9d5f_6cdd_442a_9724_3b5316d][bookmark: _LINE__37_ee8362f3_5fb3_4f1e_bbbb_0da393][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__38ac6d8c_42f8_4eb8_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__17bf39a2_2460_4b22_a51][bookmark: _LINE__38_e38db7ae_7126_4644_9174_361691][bookmark: _LINE__39_326bfab2_ad0a_4221_bd0e_ed087e][bookmark: _LINE__40_35ab1a42_bd75_4284_92d1_75de98][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__8aba3987_5883_4c59_81a1_352][bookmark: _PAGE__2_10159611_1d82_4452_ad35_f8f0018][bookmark: _PAR__1_dfe0057c_b708_4e27_9ebc_04fa3030][bookmark: _LINE__1_93f276e0_4012_4102_a11b_e4555e3][bookmark: _LINE__2_efc37826_3b59_40ab_a4de_e32cebe][bookmark: _LINE__3_0e1acb98_fb32_4d87_b69d_6ef5639][bookmark: _LINE__4_f8d12f3b_cdeb_4cd6_bac8_696e521][bookmark: _LINE__5_e7b23095_511d_4138_a120_9f5dd72][bookmark: _LINE__6_8f8e7710_7bbc_4829_a0ef_2374b3f][bookmark: _LINE__7_09053d0a_e980_4db0_848d_c7da567][bookmark: _LINE__8_bc6f0985_20b1_4900_b247_7b78e4a][bookmark: _LINE__9_a5bdf4a6_bbd8_4adf_a50d_7e90d45][bookmark: _LINE__10_d4966487_ad24_4352_9abb_0d2fe6][bookmark: _LINE__11_7108d952_3279_4daa_8eb1_71b178][bookmark: _LINE__12_a7ae3f3f_9de6_4108_997f_9cbfe1][bookmark: _LINE__13_a95fb55f_e1a4_4b88_b592_aad785]5. Review of application.  The board shall review each application submitted and render a recommendation to the director as to whether the reason cited in the application was more likely than not the primary reason for the other than honorable discharge.  The board shall review each application not later than the 30th day after the date the board receives the application and render a written recommendation to the director not later than the 30th day after the date of the review.  The director shall issue a written decision not later than the 10th day after the date the director receives the board's recommendation, approving or denying the application. If the director approves the application, the veteran is eligible for rights, privileges and benefits granted to veterans under state law.  A veteran aggrieved by the director's decision may file a request for reconsideration with the director not later than the 15th day after the date of the director's decision.  The veteran may include supplemental documentation in support of the request for reconsideration.  The director shall provide due consideration to the request for reconsideration and render a decision not later than the 10th day after the day the director receives the request for reconsideration. The director's decision with regard to the reconsideration is a final decision by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs and may be appealed by filing a complaint in the Superior Court.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_695e5b34_0321_4441_bec1_f32fa8b6][bookmark: _LINE__18_ea37805a_c3a7_4cbf_a5ae_1999f6][bookmark: _LINE__19_4c546096_e97d_4361_9ace_6e7b4d][bookmark: _LINE__20_400b9544_8a07_4248_942a_95058e][bookmark: _LINE__21_896f8b28_f75e_47e5_b019_ffed5d][bookmark: _LINE__22_70915c83_2e00_4e55_bc8e_6cdb47][bookmark: _LINE__23_14284dec_e874_49cf_8991_d92ff4][bookmark: _LINE__24_856c3bf0_b6c3_4fa5_93b6_4efb4b][bookmark: _LINE__25_c264d74c_3d51_4f2f_a2e9_a80c81][bookmark: _LINE__26_c03c86db_608a_4f04_ba83_72ceee][bookmark: _LINE__27_af66b1a2_caa6_4fbc_ab6a_91a534][bookmark: _LINE__28_63c13079_19ab_4b14_a36a_fe59c3][bookmark: _LINE__29_12f48dbe_ac30_49a1_8ee6_22ceae][bookmark: _LINE__30_a89cb4df_92f2_4034_b7d8_3fe028]This bill repeals a provision requiring the Director of the Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services to establish a process for a veteran who separated from service without an honorable discharge due solely to the veteran's sexual orientation or gender identity to have that discharge treated as an honorable discharge for purposes of determining the veteran's eligibility for rights, privileges and benefits granted to veterans under state law and replaces it with a provision establishing the Qualifying Review Board to review applications submitted by veterans who receive an other than honorable discharge for eligibility for rights, privileges and benefits granted to veterans under state law if the veteran believes the discharge characterization was based on the veteran's sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression; conduct associated with a diagnosis of post-traumatic stress disorder or acquired brain injury; or conduct or circumstances relating to being a victim of military sexual assault.  On approval of an application, the veteran is eligible for rights, privileges and benefits granted to veterans under state law.
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