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An Act to Provide Economic Justice to Historically Disadvantaged Older Citizens by Amending the Laws Governing the Medicare Savings Program
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__48a20a49_a362_492d_898][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__9909669b_fa30_442f_93b0_a3b43][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__1c8055f6_6c37_4f3b_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_c95ba56f_5a79_4da8_83e3_1ecce6f][bookmark: _PAR__1_cf241a6c_ab10_4d6c_a73b_d654831e][bookmark: _LINE__1_a1f08cd3_f127_4fc0_adeb_c3cb8e4]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9d9b187b_d01f_460d_8231][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__38e11cd1_c6f1_4aca_8e2b_b1d][bookmark: _PAR__5_2a64a015_7319_413c_ac49_a51aa0c9][bookmark: _LINE__6_8747055b_30b8_4012_961a_deeaa51][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e0a3dbd3_1473_423e_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b5baa3db_34cf_4759_807][bookmark: _LINE__7_d0812c9d_8851_46f1_91f7_d558164]1.  Asset test.  The department may not apply an asset test in determining eligibility for the program.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0a494b67_adbe][bookmark: _PAR__8_fcdd3b1b_945c_4cd9_9461_57912905][bookmark: _LINE__14_2e950fc0_bac6_4f82_913c_b8a164][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cbf85ed1_9725_48af][bookmark: _LINE__15_64b88083_46db_4a07_96ad_26ac3c][bookmark: _LINE__16_8e886a58_5c33_4dc5_b074_bf0393][bookmark: _LINE__17_7d7617f1_2e46_41f6_9e4e_a5aeb7][bookmark: _LINE__18_943a0b2b_2684_409d_83c2_b1200b][bookmark: _LINE__19_d8f2f8c8_86f9_4f2c_873b_a4685a][bookmark: _LINE__20_225f3396_c45b_47ab_872d_4030a2][bookmark: _LINE__21_ad137590_55e0_4990_b78a_16c8fb][bookmark: _LINE__22_35b18b8e_eef4_4c4e_8b0b_d66a5b][bookmark: _LINE__23_4ae0ba1b_38b9_4dec_b9a7_97ce49][bookmark: _LINE__24_7713d4c3_c19b_4d7d_8ff3_4a7145][bookmark: _LINE__25_8d6b16d7_733a_4657_abc2_945d37][bookmark: _LINE__26_7aa4509a_70c9_41ae_8de2_216fa0][bookmark: _LINE__27_e70cc9a9_b447_40b6_a94d_efc0b5][bookmark: _LINE__28_8888ce80_8ccf_405b_b16e_46f233][bookmark: _LINE__29_13bc15f4_2740_4bf8_a71e_e52a04]Sec. 2.  Income eligibility for Medicare savings program; rules.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall amend its rule Chapter 332: MaineCare Eligibility Manual to implement income eligibility requirements that use the Maine data identified for singles and couples in the Elder Economic Security Standard Index developed by the Gerontology Institute at the University of Massachusetts Boston and linking it to the nearest federal poverty level that is equivalent or above. The department shall use the filters identified by the index as "homeowner with a mortgage" and "poor health" and the equivalent federal poverty income level to establish the upper income levels for qualifying individuals. The department shall decrease the maximum income level for qualifying individuals by 15% to determine the upper income level for qualified Medicare beneficiaries. The department shall amend the rule to provide that if the index is no longer annually updated by the Gerontology Institute at the University of Massachusetts Boston, the department must apply an annual cost‑of‑living adjustment based on the Consumer Price Index. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to this section no later than January 1, 2024. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_aa6c9f0b_db96_47c2_b411_af2566f][bookmark: _LINE__36_a31e3115_0ce4_4280_a830_74b9a2]This bill makes 3 changes to the Medicare savings program.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_b05d4fc6_8449_4b65_8ac8_074b50d][bookmark: _LINE__38_2a583923_f41e_44d8_96c3_5d097e][bookmark: _LINE__39_d8660ce1_d65e_4082_ae0a_56835f][bookmark: _LINE__40_90d232d6_59b2_4018_a754_185a31][bookmark: _LINE__41_6373af16_7415_4750_a2bf_ce1c63][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__afa98739_1dc4_4637_9501_a0d][bookmark: _PAGE__2_d7ca3302_a570_4053_aee0_f1cc5e3][bookmark: _PAR__1_e97e2e9f_1e78_4c59_baa6_8fbec67c][bookmark: _LINE__1_e88651bb_d5fe_4f8f_89ce_1c471f0][bookmark: _LINE__2_d4a849fc_99a1_4b17_9989_db568cc][bookmark: _LINE__3_bb2c0f45_6d87_47dd_bac1_ae953e4]2.  It changes the income eligibility methodology by setting the federal poverty level at income levels established using the Elder Economic Security Standard Index developed by the Gerontology Institute at the University of Massachusetts Boston. It sets the upper limit for qualifying individuals at a federal poverty level that is equivalent to or above the income level established by the index using the filters "homeowner with a mortgage" and "poor health." The upper limit for the qualified Medicare beneficiaries is 15% below that level.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_286d0597_b351_461f_8f7b_8388527e][bookmark: _LINE__5_99fb628c_c336_4b77_9056_a0aef8f][bookmark: _LINE__6_cd8e60aa_d05a_40de_9974_e87e7c6][bookmark: _LINE__7_20a8e2c8_9e1b_46a8_80a3_c1b9aa6][bookmark: _LINE__8_5f731378_6509_4084_aa41_a6103be]The Department of Health and Human Services must amend its rules to implement the new income levels no later than January 1, 2024 and submit any necessary state plans to the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
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